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ORSANMUCCESSFULTESTHREDFROMOHANDIPURODISHA

9 India has successfully tedired two indigenously developed Quick Reaction SurfaoeAir missiles(QRSAM)
from the Chandipur tesrange off the Odisha coast.

DETAILS

1 QRSAM was test fired from a rotatable trudsased launch unit at Chandipur in OdishaBalasore district.
 The two missiles tested for different altitude and conditions successfully demonstrated robust control,
aerodynamics, propulsion, structural performance and high maneuvering capabilities.

ABOUTOQUICKREACTIONBURFACHO-AIRMISSILE

9 The missile is an all-weather, all-terrain missile with electronic countermeasures against jamming by aircraft
radars.

I QRSAM uses solid-fuel propellant and has a range of 25-30 km.

1 QRSAM has been developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) in assdciatic
with Bharat Electronics Limited and Bharat Dynamics Limited as a replacement teABsand Kvadrat missile
systems.

THREEBBANKSREMOVEFROMP CAFRAMEWORK BR B

1 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has removed three babksinlaxmi Bank, Allahabad Bank and Corporatign
Bank from the PCA framework by moving them out of its welaé&nk watchlist.

DETAILS

I The Government has infused fresh capital into various banks including some of the banks currently under the
PCA framework.

9 As part of the capital infusion, Corporation Bank had received Rs 9086 cr and Allahabad Bank had received 6896
cr.

9 Capital Infusion to both of these banks has shored up their capital funds and also increased their loan loss
provision to ensure that the PCA parameters were complied with.

9 Dhanlaxmi Bank was taken out of the PCA framework, subject to certain conditions and it would be under
continuous monitoring, as the bank is found to be not breaching any of the 'Risk Thresholds' of the PCA
framework.

ONE MUST KNOW

9 Earlier in the year, the RBI had removed the Bank of India (Bol), Bank of Maharashtra (BoM) and Oriental Bank
of Commerce (OBC) from the PCA framework.

1 With the removal of Allahabad Bank and Corporation Bank from the list, five PSBs which includes- United Bank
of India, UCO Bank, Central Bank of India, Indian Overseas Bank and Dena Bank remain under the PCA
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INTERESTING TO KNDW

The PCA framework had become a bone of contention between the Government and the RBI.

In India, PCA kicks in when banks breach any of the three key regulatory trigger points na@abjtal to Risk
Weighted Assets Ratio, Net NeRerforming Assets (NPA) arigleturn on Assets (RoA) whereas globally Pd
kicks in only when banks slip on a single parameter of capital adequacy ratio.

The Government and Independent Directors of the RBI board, like S Gurumurthy, are in favour of this practice
being adopted for the domestic banking sector as well.

BRITAINADVICED BY THEJTORETURNDIEGOGARCIA TMMAURITIUS

T

= =4
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The International Court of Justice (ICJ) has advised Britain to return the Diego Garcia (Chagos Archipelggo) t

Mauritius as rapidly as possible

DETAILS

The ICJ has said that Britain must give Mauritius control of the Chagos Archipelago in the Indian Ocean.
The advisory has been issued by the ICJ on the request of the resolution passed by the United Nations G
Assembly (UNGA) to look into the issue.

OBSERVADNS MADE BY THEJ:

In a majority opinion the court noted that the decolonisation of Mauritius was not lawfully complete when
attained independence because Britain carved away the Chagos Archipelago from it and retained control
it.

Britain is under an obligation to bring an end to its administration of the Chagos Archipelago as rapidly as
possible.

MOREDETAILS

Mauritius was the colony of erstwhile British Empire.
When the calls of decolonisation grew stronger, the British granted independencethe Island nation
Mauritius.

ENers

pver

But the British cut off the Chagos Archipelago from Mauritius in 1965 before granting it independence in 1p68.

Also, the residents of the Chagos Archipelago were forcibly removed and the Chagos Archipelago was handed
over to the US.

The US established its strategic Indian Ocean military base at the Chagos Archipelago.

Both the UK and the US had vehemently opposed the UN resolution which referred the matter to ICJ saying it
was a bilateral matter with Mauritius.

UK is not represented in the ICJ Bench and the sole dissent judgement was by the American Judge.

Hence it is unlikely that the UK would accept the advisory.

The possibility of any challenge to the US Diego Garcia base from Mauritius is also unlikely.

Hence by and large status quo would be maintained.
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CMOoOFTAMILNADUUNVEILMGRCENTENARARCH INJHENNAI

I The Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu K Palaniswami has unveiled MGR Centenary Arch on Kamaraj Sglai o
Chennai.

ABOUT THIMGRCENTENARARCH

I The MGR Centenary Arch has been built at an estimated cost of 2.52 crore, from the State Secretariat.

9 The Centenary Arch 66 feet wide and 52 feet height was proposed to commemorate the birth centenary of the
late Chief Minister MG Ramachandran.

9 The division bench of Madras High Court had passed an interim order restraining the state government from
inaugurating the arch, off the famous Marina beach, till disposal of public interest litigation petition opposing it
last year.

I The Madras High Court had permitted the Tamil Nadu Government to unveil the arch but without any
ceremony.

WHY WAS THEENTENARMRCH CHALLENGED

9 It was alleged that the arch was constructed by encroaching on arterial Kamarajar Salai and its pedestrian space
meant for public use was in total violation of various legislations.

9 The Tamil Nadu Highways Act does not permit any permanent structure can be constructed either on the middle
or the pathway of a road.

ABOUTDR. M.G RAMACHANDRAN

1 Dr. M.G Ramachandran popularly known as M. G. R is an actor, filmmaker and politiciansetved as the
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu for ten years between 1977 and 1987.
9 He has been also honoured with the Bharat Ratna.

CREATION OF WNEWRAILWAYZONEANNOUNCED FOMNDHRAPRADESH

1 Union Minister for Railways Piyush Goyal has announced the coeaidf a new railway zone for Andhraj
Pradesh 'Southern Coast Railway Zone' to be headquartered in Visakhapatnam

ABOUT THEOUTHERNIOASTRAILWAYZONE

I The Southern Coast Railway Zone would comprise of existing Guntakal, Guntur and Vijayawada division$ tha
currently fall under the South Central Railway.
9 The South Central Railway will then consist of the Hyderabad, Secunderabad and Nanded divisions.

Waltair division under the East Coast Railway Zone, covering the northern districts of Andhra Pradesh, parts of
Chhattisgarh and Odisha will be split into two.

9 One part will be incorporated in the new zone and merged with the neighbouring Vijayawada division, the
remaining portion will be converted into a new division, headquartered at Rayagada, under the East Coast

Railway (ECoR).
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INTERESTING TO KNDW

9 Under item 8 of Schedule 13 (Infrastructure) of the Andhra Pradesh Reorganization Act, 2014 Indian Railways
was required to examine establishing a new railway zone in the successor state of Andhra Pradesh.

9 Southern Coast Railway Zone is a step forward in this direction.

9 The establishment is largely seen as a political move since the Railway Minister has given assent to the creation
of the new zone despite the internal report of the Railway Board calling it "catastrophic".

9 The report had said that creation of a new zone in Andhra Pradesh would be "like putting many nails in the
coffin of the Indian Railways".

I The South Coast Railway Zone would be an 18th Railway zone in the country.

9 Currently, India has 17 zones and a total of 73 divisions.

ASSAMGOVTANNOUNCERRANAMIOMMISSION

9 The Chief Minister of Assam Sarbananda Sonowal has announced a PRANAM Commission to look affer th
issues related to the Parents Responsibility and Norms for Accountability lstashitoring (PRANM) Bill.

ABOUT THPRANANMBILL

9 The bill makes it mandatory for State Government employees to look after their parents and unmarried

differently abled siblings who do not have their own sources of income.

9 The bill proposes that if any complaints related to ignorance towards parents or unmarried differently abled
siblings, then 10 or 15 per cent of the employee's salary will be deducted by the Government and paid to the
parents or differently abled siblings.

I The Government has said that it aims to cover the Employees of private companies and the Central Government
working in the state at a later stage.

ONE MUST KNOW

1 The PRANAM Bill is an effort from the State Government to protect elderly parents and unmarried differefptly
abled siblings and give them finara security.
9 The bill is first of its kind in the country and is an effort to protect elderly parents of Government employdes
and unmarried differently abled siblings in their times of need.

TATASTEEIRECOGNISED AWNE ORNORLDSMOSTETHICAICOMPANIES

9 Tata Steel has been recognised as one of World's Most Ethical Companies by the Ethisphere Institute for 2019.

DETAILS

9 Ethisphere Institute is a global leader in defining and advancing the standards of ethical business practices.
9 For the eighth time, Tata Steel has got the recognition in the 'Metals, Minerals and Mining' category.
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FURTHERETAILS

9 128 companies are recognized for exemplifying and advancing corporate citizenship, transparency and the
standards of integrity in the year 2019.

I The honorees are from 21 countries and 50 industries.

9 The list includes 16 first-time honorees and eight companies that have been named to the list every year since
2007.

ABOUTETHISPHEREETHICS)UOTIENT

9 The companies are listed World’s Most Ethical Companies based on their score in the Ethisphere's Ethics

Quotient which collects and objectively scores self-reported data in five weighted categories namely:
0 Leadership and Reputation

Ethics Compliance Programme

Culture of Ethics

Corporate Citizenship and Responsibility

Governance

O O O O

INTERESTING TO KNDW

9 The other Indian company to find a place in the list of World's Most Ethical Companies 2019 is Wipro.

THAAWARCHANGEHLOTAUNCHEZND EDITION OFSLDICTIONARY

9 Union Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment Thaawarchand Gdalmched the 2nd Edition of Indian]
Sign Language (ISL) Dictionary in New Delhi.

ABOUT THESLDICTIONARY

9 The Dictionary was brought about by Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre (ISLRTC) under the

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD) of Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment.

I The second edition dictionary includes total 6000 words under the categories of academic, legal, medical,
technical and everyday terms against the first edition which had about 3000 words.

9 The ISL Dictionary is also available on ISLRTC's YouTube channel.

9 The dictionary is intended to serve as a resource for ISL teachers, ISL learners, teachers of the hearing impaired,
interpreters, parents of hearing-impaired children and researchers.

I The dictonary was prepared with the involvement of the hearing impaired community, by giving dge
consideration to their suggestions and understanding.

9 The dictionary videos contain the sign, the English term for the sign and pictures where relevant and word list is
also given with the English and Hindi equivalents of the signs.

9 National Workshops were conducted with hearing-impaired participants from all over India to provide feedback
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I Atal Innovation Mission and softwaranajor Adobe have signed a Statement of Intent to collaborate gh

The videos recorded in the workshops have also been included as regional signs in the Dictionary.

Most of the hearing impaired peope use Indian Sign Language to communicate.

The aim of the dictionary is to help spread the use of ISL which could result in better education and employment
opportunities for hearing impaired persons.

STARSCHEMHBAUNCHED ONATIONALSCIENCIEDAY

Union Human Resource Minister Prakash Javadekar launched the STARS scheme on National Scierjce D

(28th February).

ABOUT THECHEME

STARS is an acronym ftdcheme for Trarational and Advanced Research in Sciene@d this scheme is
launched to fund Science projects.

The scheme will be implemented at the cost of Rs 250 crores.
Under the scheme, 500 science projects will be funded whose selection will be made based on competition.
[ISC will be the coordinator of the scheme.

ABOUTNATIONALSCIENCIDAY.

The National Science Day is celebrated on 28th February every year in the memory of Indian physicist
Nobel laureate Sir C.V. Raman.

The National Science Day is celebratedlcommemorate the discovery of "Raman Effect” for which Sir C.
Raman was awarded Nobel Prize in the year 1930.

The theme of the 2019 National Science Day is "Science for People and People for Science".

WHAT IS THRAMAN EFFEC?

hnd a

.

Raman Effect refers to # inelastic scattering of a photon by molecules which are excited to higher

vibrational or rotational energy levels.

Part of the light beam after passing through transparent medium gets scattered and the wavelength of these
scattered rays is different from that of the incident rays of light.

This phenomenon of scattering of light is termed as Raman Scattering and the cause of scattering is called the
Raman Effect.

ATALINNOVATIONMMISSION ANB\DOBEPARTNER TQOLLABORATE

enhancing digital literacy and creativity skills in India.

DETAILS
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MAINAMATIMAITREEEXERCISEO19CONCLUDED BETWHEBRIANBSF

Under the agreement, Adobe would implement the Digital Disha Programme across 100 schools under
Tinkering Labs (ATL)itrative.

Atal

Teachers and Children across these 100 schools would benefit from the creative learning resources vig free

access to Adobe Spark premium.
This would empower them with new age skills to thrive in the current digital era and preparing them for long
term success.

ABOUTATALTINKERINGABS

Atal Tinkering Labs is the flagship initiative undertaken by NITI Aayog under the Atal Innovation Mission.
Atal Tinkering Labs are aimed at inculcating the values of innovation, technology and entrepreneur
amongst India's youngsters.

Atal Tinkering Labs are dedicated works spaces where students (Class 6th to Class 12th) learn innovatiol§ skill

and develop ideas that will go on to transform India.

ABOUTADOBEDIGITALDISHAPROGRAMME

Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship has partnered with Adobe to launch Adobe Digital Disha

Programme.
Under the Adobe Digital Disha Programme, Adobe would provide Adobe Spark application, a fun
frictionless storytelling Creative Cloud application free of charge éoiucation and skill development.

ANDBGB

Indian Border Security Force (BSF) and Border Guards Bangladesh (BGB) concluded-a@ayhMainamati
Maitree Exercise 2019 as a part of confideAoeilding measures between thawvo border guards.

ABOUTMAINAMATIMAITREEEXERCISB019:

and

The exercise was named after Mainamati hill range situated 8 km west of Comilla Township in Bangladesh,

which is home to an ancient Buddhist archaeological site in the region
The exercise was held in areas near Srimantapur in Sipahijala district, bordering Comilla district in Bangladesh.
The objective of Mainamati Maitree Exercise 2019 was to plan and conductsmtiggling and antcriminal

activity related operations with @ aim to achieve better joint operational efficiency and border managemeijt

in the area.
The exercise involved joint patrolling, anti-smuggling drills, simulated raids on suspected places in both the
countries and checking of goods and identity at international check posts.

ONE MUST KNOW

After the Standoff between the Border Security Force (BSF) and Border Guards Bangladesh (BGB) around 31
Rohingya people who were were found crossing the international border into Bangladesh in January, series of
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joint exercises and exchanges are being held in the Tripura-Bangla frontier as part of the confidence-building
measure.

BILATERABNAPARRANGEMENSGNEDBETWEENRBIANDBANK OF

=A =4 =4 =4

JAPAN

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and Bank of Japan have signed a Bilateral Swap AgreBmegreement was
negotiated during the visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Tokyo last year.

ABOUT THBILATERABNAPAGREEMENT

The Swap agreement will provide India access to 75 billion US dollars against the 50 billion US Dollars under
earlier BSA.
Under the agreement, India can access 75 billion US Dollars for its domestic currency, for the purpose of

maintaining an appropriate level of balance of payments or short-term liquidity at its discretion.

Currently, India has a comfortable level of foreign exchange.

The bilateral swap agreement will provide India to access the reserves if at any point of time when the need
arises.

BENEFITS OF TBWAPAGREEMENT

The currency swap makes it easier to improve liquidity conditions.

Currency swap agreements help in saving for a rainy day when the economy is not looking in good shape.
The swap agreements also contribute towards stabilising the country's balance of payments (BoP) position.
The agreement aids in improving confidence in the Indian market.

How WIILL THISNAPAGREEMENT WORK

As part of the agreement, the Bank of Japan (Japanese central bank) will accept Rupees and give US Dad
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Similarly, RBI will take the Yen and give US Dollars to the Bank of Japan to staddich other's currency.
Since the Japanese Yen is one of the five currencies included in the IMF's SDR basket and is counted as global

hard currency, the central part of the agreement boils down to Japanese commitment to exchange US Dollar for
Rupee from India.

USHATHORATPANELCONSTITUTED HBI

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has constituted a panel under the former Deputy Governor Usha Tha

lars 1

fat to

examine issues related to offshore Rupee markets and recommend policy measures to ensure the stabillfy of

the external value of the domestic currency.
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ROLE OF THBANEL

The panel will study the causes behind the development of the offshore rupee market and examine the effects
of the offshore markets on the Rupee exchange rate and market liquidity in the domestic market.

The panel will also recommend measures to address concerns, if any, arising out of offshore Rupee trading
besides proposing measures to generate incentives for non-residents to access the domestic market.

The panel will recommend measures to generate incentives for non-residents to access the domestic market
and examine the role if any, International Financial Services Centres (IFSCs) can play in addressing these
concerns.

MOREDETAILS

The members of the Usha Thorat panel will include a nominee from the Department of Economic Affairs,
nominee from the Securities and Exchange Board of India, Ajit Ranade- Chief Economist of the Aditya Birla
Group, Sajjid Chinoy- Chief Economist: JPMorgan, Surendra Rosha- CEO India HSBC Adviser-in-charge,
Department of Economic Policy and Research, RBI, and Chief General Manager- Financial Markets Regulation
Department RBI.

CABINETAPPROVES1 ,450CROREORSHARECAPITAL ORBINNHB

T

T

The Union Cabinet headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved the Rs 17458 for the share
capital of Reserve Bank of India in the National Housing Bank (NHB).
The authorized capital of NHB stood at Rs 2000 crore of which Rs 1450 crore was subscribed by RBI.

ABOUT THERANSFER PWNERSHIP FROM TRBITO THESOVERNMENT

|l

The Finance Bill 2018 amended the National Housing Bank Act, 1987 to transfer RBI's stake in the NHB to the
Government.

The amendment was in accordance with the recommendations of the Narasimhan Committee.

The committee had recommended the transfer of RBI's stake in State Bank of India, NABARD and NHB to the
government to differentiate the central bank's role as the owner of banks and the sector regulator.

Now the ownership of the NHB would be vested with the Central Government.

This change in ownership will strengthen funding support to housing finance scenario in the country.

ABOUT THEATIONAIHOUSINABANK(NHB):

National Housing Bank (NHB) was established under the act of parliament viz. the National Housing Bank Act,
1987 based on the recommendations of the Rangarajan committee.

NHB was set up as the apex institution for housing finance and operates as a principal agency to pro
housing finance institutions both at local and regional levels

NHB provides provide financial and other support to such housing finance institutions.

IRCTCAUNCHEPAYMENTAGGREGATORCT@PAY
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9 Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) has launched its own payment aggregator sfster
IRCTC iPay.
9 This a step towards promoting the Government's Digital India initiative.

ABOUTIRCT(@PAY:

I IRCTC iPay is a prepaid card cum wallet.

9 With IRCTC iPay, IRCTC will have full control of the payment system because of its direct relationship with
acquiring banks, card networks and other partners.

9 This direct and full control will evetually lead to a substantial reduction in payment failures.

9 Further in case of an online transaction is unsuccessful or some other error occurs, IRCTC can directly get in

touch with the bank instead of relying on an intermediate source which usually delays the process.
I With IRCTC iPay passengers will not need any tpiadty platforms as the IRCTC iPay provides payment
options like credit card, debit card, URInified Payment Interface and International Card.

ONE MUST KNOW

9 The exclusive digital payment gateway will provide an improved online digital payment convenience and ease of

doing business to passengers availing online travel-related services through the IRCTC website.

INDIAWINSGOLD AT THMAKRANOQUPBOXING INRAN

9 India has won one gold and five silver medals at the Makran Cup Boxing in Iran.

DETAILS

9 The only Gold Medal for India was won by National Champion Deepak Singh in the 49kg category.
9 Even though five Indians along with Deepak Singh had entered summit clash, only Deepak Singh made the
golden finish.

THESLVERMEDALISTS ARE

P Lalitha Prasath the 52kg category.
Manish Kaushikn the 60kg category.
Duryodhan Singh Nedn the 69kg Category.
Sanjeetin the 91kg category.

Satish Kumain +91kg category.

=A =4 =4 A =4

THEBRONZEMEDALISTS

1 Rohit Tokasdn the 64kg category and Manjeet SinghPanghalin the 75kg category lost in the semifinal bouts
and signed off with bronze medals.
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WORLDRECORIET INMODERMRTIFICIALIMBS(LEGS

1 The Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities under the Ministfy Social Justice andj
Empowerment has set a new world record.

DETAILS

I The department had undertaken the Modern Atrtificial Limbs (Legs) implantation in Gujarat's Bharuch.
The implantation was carried out for 260 people in record eight hours.
9 This was the seventh world record set by the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities.

=

ABOUTDEPARTMENT dBVPOWERMENT JPERSONS WITIBISABILITIES

9 Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities was created as a separate department on May 12,
2012, to give focused attention to Policy issues and meaningful thrust to the activities aimed at welfare and

empowerment of the Persons with Disabilities.

9 The department was renamed as Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities on 08.12.2014

9 The Department serves as a nodal agency for matters pertaining to disability and Persons with Disabilities
including effecting closer coordination among different stakeholders: related Central Ministries, State/UT
Governments, NGOs etc. in matters pertaining to disability.

I The vision of the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities is to build an inclusive sociefy in
which equal opportunities are provided for the growth and development of Persons with Disabilities so that
they can lead productive, $a and dignified lives.

NATIONALCOMMISSION FOBACKWARM) ASSEGETBHAGWANLAL
SAHNI ALHAIRMAN

1 Bhagwan Lal Sahni has been appointed as the Chairman of the National Commission for Backward Classs.
9 Also, Kaushalendra Singh Patel and Acharya Talloju have been appointed as the members of the commission.

ABOUT THRATIONALICOMMISSION FOBACKWARM) ASSES

9 National Commission for Backward Classes is a Constitutional body set up through the 123rd constitutjonal
amendment bill 2018 and 102nd amendment act ugrcthe provisions of Article 338B of Indian Constitution.

The commission consists of one Chairman and five Members with the term of three years.

I The National Commission for Backward Classes is vested with the responsibility of considering inclusigns in
and exclusions from the lists of communities notified as backward for the purpose of job reservations.

I The commission tenders the needful advice to the Central Government on the issues related to the backward

classes and the commission has the powers of a civil court.

9 The National Commission for Backward Classes is not yet empowered to look into the grievances of persons of
Other Backward Classes.

9 This responsibility continues to be vested with the National Commission for Scheduled Castes.
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1 National Commissiorfor Backward classes is the successor of the National Commission for Socially
Educationally Backward Classes (NCSEBC).
ZERQODISCRIMINATIONAY CELEBRATEDBMAIDS
9 Zero Discrimination Day is annually celebrated by the UN and other international orgaioiss on March 1st.
DETAILS

1 Zero Discrimination Day is celebrated to promote and celebrate everyone's right, regardless of age, gefder,
sexuality, nationality, ethnicity, skin colour etc.

I Zero Discrimination Day aims to raise the voice for the right to live life with dignity, despite one's choices,
beliefs, profession, education, disability or even illness.

1 A butterfly is the symbol of the Zero Discrimination Day and it is widely used by people to share their sta
and photos as a way to end discrimiriah and work towards positive transformation.

MOREDETAILS

9 Zero Discrimination Day was first celebrated on March 1, 2044d was launched by UNAIDS Executive
Director at Beijing after UNAIDS launched its Zero Discrimination Campaign on World AIDS Day in December
2013.

9 Zero Discrimination Day is particularly noted by organisations like UNAIDS that combat discrimination against
people living with HIV/AIDS since HIV related stigma and discrimination is pervasive and exists in almost every
part of the world.

1 From India, AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF) joins the campaign every year to generate awarene
discrimination and pertinent policies that will help mitigate stigma.

PRESIDENT GBENEGAMACKYALLWINSRE-H ECTION

1 President of Senegal Macky Sall hasmthe re-election with 58.27% of votes castlore than 50% votes to a

candidate imply that there would be no second round voting under the election system of Senegal.
ABOUTENEGAL

I Senegal lies on the west coast of Africa.

I Senegal is bordered by Mauritania in the north, Mali to the east, Guinea to the southeast, and Guinea-Bissau to
the southwest.

I Senegal also borders the Gambia which occupies a narrow sliver of land along the banks of the Gambia River.

I Senegal also shares a maritime border with Cape Verde.

9 Dakar is Senegal's economic and political capital.

I Senegal was the colony of Portuguese and later the French.

I Senegal gained independence from France in 1960.
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I Senegal is the Muslim majority country and it has successfully escaped the jihadist attacks which have

destabilised neighbours such as Mali.

I Senegal has witnessed two peaceful power transfers, in 2000 and 2012, and has never experienced a coup even
though election campaigns are typically stained by charges of corruption, disinformation and bouts of violence.

1 Diplomatic relations between India and Senegal were established at the ambassadorial level with fthe
establishment of a resident Indian mission in Dakar in 1962.

I Senegal is often referred to as the biggest Indophile of West Africa since it iatigrenfluenced by a range of
Indian cultural elements ranging from Hindi cinema to the concept of caste and outcaste.

CABINETAPPROVESETTINAJP OF AENTRE FORISABILITYPORTS

I The Union Cabinet has approved the proposal for setting up of a CentreDisability Sports at Gwalior in
Madhya Pradesh.

ABOUT THEENTRE FORISABILITYPORTS

1 The Centre for Disability Sports, Gwalior will be set up at an estimated cost of Rs 170.99 crore, spread qver a
period of 5 years.

9 The Centre of Disability Sports would be registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860.

I The centre would create an improved sports infrastructure to ensure effective participation of persons wj
disabilities in sports activities and also enable them to compete at national and int¢ioreal levels.

I The centre would aid in developing a sense of belonging in 'Divyangjan' to facilitate their integratior] in
society.

9 A governing body consisting of not exceeding 12 members would be set up for overall superintendence and

th

supervision of the Centre with representation for experts from National Level Sports Federations apart from
experts in Para Games.

MOREDETAILS

9 The announcement for setting up of Centre for Disability Sports was made in the Budget of 2014-15.

9 The centre would aid in achieving the objective under the Section 30 of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(RPwD) Act, 2016 which enjoins the Government to take measures to ensure effective participation of Persons
with Disabilities in sports activities which inter-alia, includes a provision of infrastructural facilities for sports
activities for them.

P KBEZBARUAIREAPPOINTED AS TBEFAIRMAN OHEABOARD

 The Ministry of Commerce and Industries has approved the re-appointment of P K Bezbaruah as the Chairman of

Tea Board for a second tenure.
I He was the first non-1AS chairman of the Tea Board.

ABOUT HIFHRSTIENURE
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He has been urging the Indian Tea Industry to explore export opportunities in the vast Chinese market.
He was instrumental in initiating a revamp of the old electronic auctioning system in association with the 1IM
Bengaluru.

ABOUT THHEABOARD

The origin of the Tea Board can be traced to 1903 when the Indian Tea Cess Bill was passed to provide for

levying a cess on tea exports.

The proceeds of the cess were to be used for the promotion of Indian Tea both within and outside India.
The Current Tea Board was constituted on 1st April 1954 under section 4 of the Tea Act 1953.

Tea Board is functioning as a statutory body under the Ministry of Commerce and Industries.

WHAT ARE THFUNCTIONS OF THEABOARLY

Providing financial and technical assistance for cultivation, manufacture and marketing of tea.

Export Promotion

Undertaking Research and Development activities for augmentation of tea production and improvement of tea
quality.

Providing financial assistance in a limited way to the plantation workers and their wards through labour welfare
schemes.

To encourage and assist both financially and technically the unorganised small grower's sector.

Collection and maintenance of Statistical data and publication.

ONE MUST KNOW

Tea Board Consists of 31 members drawn from Members of Parliament, tea producers, tea traders, tea brokers,
consumers, and representatives of Governments from the principal tea producing states, and trade unions and

the Board is reconstituted every three years.

OSDMAWINS THEKOCHKAWARD 2018

Odisha State Disaster Management Authority (OSDMA) has won the SKOCH Award, 2018 for its remal
achievements in the field of disaster management.

DETAILS

The award was pesented at the 56th SKOTCH Summit held at New Delhi.

The SKOCH Award is being presented since 2008dividuals and institutions having done meritorious works
in the field of governance, finance, banking, disaster management, technology, corporate citizenship, economics
and inclusive growth by Skoch Group.

ACHIEVEMENTS @ SDMA:
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9 OSDMA had received 'Order-of-Merit' in the Gold category for constructing 879 multipurpose cyclone and flood
shelters which played a key role in saving human lives during Cyclone Phailin in 2013.

9 OSDMA had received Order-of-Merit' in the Silver category for constructing disaster resilient houses for about
17,000 Phailin affected families by relocating them to safer places.

9 'Order-of-Merit' in the Bronze category was given to the OSDMA for its Early Warning Dissemination System for
different hydro-meteorological disasters across the coastline of Odisha which will benefit 1,205 villages in 22
blocks of six coastal districts.

f OSDMA had received ICHL award, 2013 for Excellence in Humanitarian Action in the field of Disaster
Management and many certifications for effective management of disasters.

AIAACONFERBIISSILEYSTEMAWARDZ2019UPONDRDOHIEF

9 Aerospace scientist and Chief of the Defence Research Development Organisation (DRB3@heesh Reddyl
and

has been conferred the Missile Systems Award 2019 by the American Institute of Aeronautics
Astronautics.

MOREDETAILS

9 Satheesh Reddy shares the award with Rondell J. Wilson, a former Principal Engineering Fellow of Raytheon

Missile Systems.
9 He is the first Indian and first person outside the USA to be awarded this prestigious award in nearly four
decades.

ABOUTSATHEESIREDDY

9 Satheesh Reddy is the Scientific Adviser to the Defence Minister and is considered the architect of advgnced

missile technologies and smart guided weapons technologies in India.

9 Satheesh Reddy was the Project Director for the design and development of the country's first 1,000 kg [lass

guided bomb which has enhanced precision strike capabilities.

1 Satheesh Reddysialso the first scientist from India to receive the Silver Medal from the Royal Aeronautifal

Society, London.
9 Satheesh Reddy has also played a key role in the development of some key systems, including tactical

issile
systems such as the quick reactionrface-to-air missile, the portable anttank guided missile and the HELINII

and NAG anttank weapons.

ABOUT THAMERICANNSTITUTE OERONAUTICS AMESTRONAUTICS

1 American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) is a professional society ofshaae Engineers.

=

AIAA aims to ignite and celebrate aerospace ingenuity and collaboration, and its importance to our way of life.
9 The Missile Systems Award recognises excellence in developing or implementing missile systems technology,
including significant technological accomplishments or for inspired leadership of missile systems programmes.

INDIANWRESTLEREHINE AT THBAN KOVLOV2019WRESTLINGVENT
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The medal winners for India at the Dan Kovlov 2019 wrestling event are:
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The Wrestling event was held at Ruse, Bulgaria.

T

Bajrang Punia won gold in the Men's freestyle wrestling 65kg category.
Pooja Dhanda claimed gold in the Women's 59kg category.

Sakshi Malik claimed silver medal in the Women's 65kg category.
Sandeep Tomar claimed silver medal in the Men's 61kg category.
Vinesh Phogat claimed silver medal in the Women's 53kg.

ONE MUST KNOW

ABOUTDAN KOVLOV

The Wrestling event is named after wrestling | €
Kolov.

g e

Dan Kolov was a Bulgarian wrestler and he was the first European freestyle wrestling champion from Bulggria.

Dan Kovlov had between 1,500 and 2,000 fights and won almost all of them and he has registered only three
losses in official matches.

PMMOoODILAYS THEOUNDATIONSTONE FORK-203RIFLE
MANUFACTURINGNIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone for A203 rifles manufacturingunit in Amethi,
Uttar Pradesh.

DETAILS

On the occasion of laying the foundation stone, PM Modi thanked Russian President Vladimir Putinj
making the venture possible in such a short time.
The message of the Russian President Vladimir Putin was read out by Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on

the occasion.

ABOUT THAK-203RFLEMANUFACTURINGNIT:

The rifles will be manufactured in Amethi as a joint venture between India and Russia.
In the Amethi Manufacturing facility, worldfamous Kalashnikov assaulifles of the newest 200 series wouldj
be manufactured.

This unit envisions full localisation of production over a period of time.

This new Kalashnikov assault rifles will fulfil the needs of national security agencies in this category of small

arms, resting upon advanced Russian technologies.
The agreement for the joint venture was reached during the visit of President Putin to India last October.
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The rifle manufacturing unit in Amethi symbolises the military and technical cooperation between India and
Russia which has been the key areas of the strategic partnership between Russia and India.

ABOUT THIKALASHNIKORFLES

Kalashnikov Rifles were developed in the Soviet Union by Mikhail Kalashnikov.

The rifles were officially accepted by the Soviet Armed Forces in the year 1949.

Even after seven decades, the model and its variants remain the most popular and widely used assault rifles in
the world because of their substantial reliability under harsh conditions, low production costs compared to
contemporary Western weapons, availability in virtually every geographic region and ease of use.

CISATYAMUNAEXPRESSWASREATESVORLDRECORD

The Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) created a new Guinness World Record for the longest
moving line bicycle parde at the Yamuna Expressway.

ABOUT THEVORLORECORD

The world record was attempted to commemorate 50 years of the paramilitary force CISF.

For creating the World Record the personnel of the central force rode 1,327 bicyclesstamwith a uniform
distance between bicycles in a single line.

The bicycle parade covered 3.2 km distance rsiop.

The CISF personnel displayed a high degree of discipline as the entire formation had to keep moving, keeping in
mind that the distance between two cycles should not exceed the length of three, for the world record to be
broken.

singl

The CISF broke the earlier record of Hubballi bicycle club of India which had 1,235 bicycles in a single chdin.

ABOUT THEENTRAINDUSTRIASECURITFORCE

The CISF came into existence in 196i¢h a modest three battalions, to provide integrated security cover t¢

the Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) which had occupied the commanding heights of the economy in
days.

In a span of five decades, the Force has grown several folds to reach one lakh forty-eight thousand and three
hundred seventy-one personnel.

With India embracing globalization and liberalization, CISF is no longer a PSU-centric organization.

Instead, it is now a premier multi-skilled security agency of the country, mandated to provide security to major
critical infrastructure installations of the country in diverse areas.

those

CISF is currently providing security cover to nuclear installations, space establishments, airports, seayjorts,

power plants, sensitive government buildings, h&age monuments and even private entities

INDIABANGLADESHDINTMILITARNEXERCISESAMPRITR019'BEGINS

www.BankExamsTodacom




I (/o 7+ CK DiGESmRCH 2019

1 Sampriti 2019, eight edition of India Bangladesh joint military exercise began on 3rd March 2019.
9 The joint exercise is aimed to increase mutual cooperation, bonhomie and camaraderie between the armies of

India and Bangladesh.

ABOUTSAMPRITR019:

9 Sampriti 2019 is hosted by Bangladesh at Tangail and will be held till March 15.

9 Bangladesh is represented by 36 East Bengal Battalion and the Indianisiggresented by 9th Battalion of
the Rajputana Rifles.

9 The Sampriti 2019 will see contingents from both sides honing their tactical and technical skills in countering the

insurgency, counter-terrorism and aiding civil authorities for disaster management in the UN Peacekeeping
scenarios involving a combined deployment at a battalion level.

9 The exercise is aimed at increasing mutual cooperation, bonhomie and camaraderie between the two armies
through interoperability and joint tactical exercises.

HISTORY OBAMPRITEXERCISE

I The military exercise Sampriti began in 2009 as a platdéewvel exercise and graduated to a compatevel
exercise from 2015 onwards.
9 During the exercise, both sides jointly train, plan and execute a series of well developed tactical drills for

neutralisation of likely threats that may be encountered during simulated UN peacekeeping operations.
9 During the joint military exercise experts from both sides also hold discussions to share each other's experiences
in varied topics for mutual benefits.

PSBOANSIBOMINUTESCOMBECOMEMNNDIASLARGESONLINE
LENDINAPLATEORM

1 PSBloansin59minutes.com which was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2018 has emerged gs the
country's largest online lending platform, with loan sanctions exceedingpbRs 35,000 crore.

SALIENTFEATURE OF TIHBORTAL

9 The portal provides credit up to Rs 1 crore to micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMES) in just 59 mijjutes
or less than an hour.

BENEFITS THAT HAVEERESEEN OF TABILINEPORTAL

9 The online portal has reduced the turnaround time from 20-25 days to 59 minutes and upon approval, the loan

is disbursed in 7-8 working days.
9 The automated loan processing system together with ease has helped in fostering transparency.
9 The online portal has aided in eliminatinthe discretion at the bankers' end, as-principle approval of loans

does not require human intervention.
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62 lakh MSME units have been given in-principle approvals, while 1.12 lakh have got a final nod, since the
launch.

How DOES IT WORK

Through the Portal, the MSMEs apply for a loan using their GST registration as the portal is integrated with GST

server at the back-end as well as IT, credit bureaus and banks.

The portal then quickly scores the applicant on individual models of lenders.

Borrowers then select the lender and branch which is willing to grant "in-principle" approval.
The approval is then presented to the branch selected along with necessary documents.

WORLDWILDLIFEDAY OBSERVED OBRDMARCH

World Wildlife Day 2019 was observed on March 3with the theme "Life below water: for people and
planet".

OBJECTIVES §¥ORLDVNILDLIFIDAY.

To provide an opportunity to celebrate the beautiful and varied forms of wild flora and fauna.

To raise awareness of the multitude of benefits that conservation provides to people.
To remind the world of the urgent need to step up the fight against wildlife crime and human-induced reduction
of species, which have a wide-ranging economic, environmental and social impact.

ABOUT THIS YEARTHEME

The theme of World Wildlife Day 2019 "Life below water: for people and planetomplements the Goal 14 of
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG14) which aims to "conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and

marine resources for sustainable development".

WHYMARCH3RD WASHOSEN AY/ORLDWILDLIFEAY?

The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) on its 68th session on 20 December 2013 decided to pr,
3rd March as World Wildlife Day.

March 3rd is the day of the adoption of the Convention on International Trade in Endaag&pecies of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES).

INTERESTING TO KNDW

pclair

World Wildlife Day also complements the efforts under the Sustainable Development Goal #15 which focjises

on halting biodiversity loss.

QREWDRAGONCAPSULE OBPACEX SUCCESSFULIDOCKED
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9 TheCrew Dragon capsule of Space X has successfully docked with the International Space Station.

DETAILS

I The demonstration mission was named as Demo-1.

=)

It was a test mission before it can begin taking US astronauts into space.

9 After the successful docking, the crew members of International Space Station opened the hatch of the space
capsule and, for the first time, penetrated its interior in space.

9 The Dragon Capsule had carried Ripley, a test dummy named after the heroine from Alien Movies, an
untethered plush toy, 400 pounds (about 181 kg) of supplies and experiments to the ISS.

9 During the mission, Flight computers guided the spacecraft directly into a docking port, unlike the previous

cargo Dragon spacecraft that was attached to the space station after captured by a robotic arm.

ONE MUST KNOW

9 Demo-1 was a dress rehearsal to demonstrate that the vehicle is reliable and safe so that NASA can resume

manned flights from US soil this year and reduce its reliance on Russia to ferry its astronauts to the space station
since the end of the US space shuttle program in 2011 after a 30-year run.

ABOUT THINTERNATIONASPACESTATION

1 The International Space Station is a habitable artificial satellite in low Earth orbit.
I The ISS maintains an orbit with an altitude of eten 330 and 435 km (205 and 270 mi) by means of rebogst
manoeuvres and circles the Earth in roughly 92 minutes and completes 15.5 orbits per day.
1 The ISS programme is a joint project between five participating space agencies: NASA (United Sthtes),
Roscosms (Russia), JAXA (Japan), ESA (Europe), and CSA (Canada).

RICKEWILL BERE-INTRODUCED RD22ASIANGAMES INCHINA

1 The Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) has decided to reintroduce Cricket in the 2022 Asian Games to be feld i
Hangzhou, China.

DETAILS

I Earlier Cricket had featured in 2010 and 2014 Asian Games but was dropped from the 2018 Asian Games held at
Incheon of Indonesia.

1 In all probabilities mostly T20 version of cricket would be introduced in the Asian Games.

I In 2014, Sri Lanka and Pakistan won the men's and women's gold and in 2010 Bangladesh and Pakistan claimed
the top honours.

I Indian Cricket Teams did not participate in both the editions.

INTERESTING TO KNDW

www.BankExamsTodacom




I (/o 7+ CK DiGESmRCH 2019

)l

In another major decision, the OCA has agreed to invite Oceania countries includingalasto compete at
the 2022 Asian Games.

Oceania athletes participation is limited to sports which qualify for the 2024 Olympics through Asia, including
volleyball, beach volleyball, basketball, soccer and fencing.

ABOUT THASIANGAMES

Asian Games, alsknown as Asiad is a mutsport event held every four years among athletes from all ovdr

Asia.

Asian Games are organised by the Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) in association with the host nation.

Asian Games are recognized by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) and are described as the second
largest multi-sport event after the Olympic Games.

The first Asian Games were held at New Delhi, India in 1951.

PMMODILAUNCHESIATIONALCOMMONMOBILITYCARD

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the National @oon Mobility Card (NCMC), which can be used
make payments across public transport anywhere in the country, including Metro, bus and subu
railways, for toll and parking, and for retail like any credit or debit card.

ABOUT THRNATIONAICOMMONMOBILIY CARD

The National Common Mobility Card (NCMC) was envisaged as part of the National Urban Transport Policy
(NUTP) in 2006 by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.

Referred to as "One Nation One Card" this inteperable transport card would allowtte holders to pay for
their bus travel, toll taxes, parking charges, retail shopping and even withdraw money.

It runs as on RuPay card and automates the fare collection system.

This eliminates the need to carry change and cash while travelling in the metro, bus or train, or for toll and
parking.

The gate and reader prototype for the NCMC has been developed by government-owned Bharat Electronics
Limited (BEL) in compliance with the Make in India initiative.

These cards would be issued by all public and private banks the same way credit, debit, and prepaid cards are
issued.

NCMC provides a value proposition for customers as they need not carry multiple cards for different usage and
the super-quick, a contactless transaction will improve the seamless experience.

A pilot project for the NCMC ecosystem was launched on January 31 with the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC).

The first-level trials were successfully completed in collaboration with CDAC, BEL, National Payments
Corporation of India (NPCl), and State Bank of India.

YUVAVIGYANKARYAKRANPROGRAMMEAUNCHED BNSRO
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The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has launched the Young Scientist Programme (Yuvaj Vigy

Karyakram) to impart basic knowledge on space technology, space science and applicatiche young
ones to arouse their interest in space activities.

ABOUT THFOUNGSCIENTISPROGRAMME

For the Young Scientist Programme, ISRO will select over 100 students from across India and give
practical experience of how satellites are built.

Three Students will be selected from each state/union territory to participate in the programme each year
covering CBSE, ICSE and state syllabus on the basis of their academic performance and extracurricular activities.

The Young Scientist Programme will involve a two-week residential training programme held each year during
summer holidays for students from across the country who have completed class 8 and are studying in class 9.
The students selected under the programme will also visit ISRO centres, interact with senior scientists, and will
have access to research and development facilities.

The students from rural areas will be given special weightage in the selection and all the expenses of travelling
and boarding will be funded entirely by ISRO.

ONE MUSEKNOW

ISRO will also launch Six incubation centres which will be established in various parts of the cedtliott,
South, East, West, Centre and North-East to allow students to use these centres for R&D purposes.
The first such centre was established Agartala, Tripura.

AZAADI KDIWANEMUSEUMNAUGURATED AREDFORT

The 'Azaadi ke Diwane' museum dedicated to the unsung heroes of our country's freedom struggle
inaugurated at the Red Fort premises

ABOUT THAZAADI KIDIWANEMUSEUM

The Museum is blii by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI).
The Museum pays homage to hundreds of freedom fighters who do not find mention in popular culture.
The Museum has attempted to document these unsung hero's contributions to India's Freedom Struggle.

The Museum pays tribute to the selfless sacrifices of the revolutionaries, brave women freedom fighters and
valiant children.

then

was

The Museum is part of Kranti Mandir Series to inspire the younger generation and to let them know the ¢ost

of freedom that the great fightes achieved by sacrificing their lives.
Azaadi ke Diwane is a digitised and interactive museuith a state-of-the-art, informative and educational
exhibition allowing the visitors to engage with the exhibits through multi-sensor technology.

ABOUT THEERANTI MANDIRSERIES

Kranti Mandir is India's tribute to the revolutionary zeal and courage of the great freedom fighters.
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Other Museums which are part of the Kranti Mandir series are Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Museurre-\;rd

Jallian Museum and Museum on 185India's first war of Independence were inaugurated by the Pri
Minister Narendra Modi on the eve of Republic Day.

(GOVERNMENT dHRARNATAKAAUNCHEGALAMRUTHACHEME

The Government of Karnataka has launched the water conservation schelamrutha.The scheme focuses
on drought-proofing measures, including protection and rejuvenation of water bodies.

DETAILS ABOUT TSEHEME

The scheme will be implemented by the Ministry of Rural Development and Panchayat Raj of Karnataka.
Under the scheme, scientific approaches will be deployed for water budgeting, water harvesting and water

conservation through the use of geospatial data, satellite imagery, topographical and geological data.

The scheme is community drive and will be implemented by key line departments of the government, Panchayat
Raj Institutions (PRIs), non-governmental organisations (NGOs), and private sector institutions.

The water conservation strategy under the scheme comprises of four components viz. water liter
rejuvenation of waterbodies, ceation of new waterbodies as well as the development of watersheds a
afforestation activities.

The scheme will operate on a fotter institutional structure with planning and execution committees being
set up at village, taluk, district and state le\&l

A Statelevel committee headed by the Chief Minister will be establishfst strategic monitoring,
convergence, policy and programmatic guidance and the committee will design water conservation strategies
for the State in consultation with all stakeholders.

ONE MUST KNOW

Emphasising on water conservation the Government of Karnataka has announced 2019 as the 'Year of Water'to

emphasise the importance of water becoming a scarce commodity and the need to conserve it.

NATIONAIARCHIVES ARNDIAGETE.VRAMESH ADIRECTORSENERAL

|l

The Appointment Committee of the Cabinet has approved the appointment of P V Ramesh as the Dire
General of the National Archives of India.
Currently, he is serving as the Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of Rural Electrification Corporation.

ABOUTNATIONAIARCHIVES dNDIA

The genesis of National Archives of India can be traced to the report of Sandeman, the Civil Auditor who had

stressed the need of relieving the offices of congestion by the destruction of the papers of routine nature and
transfer of all valuable records to a 'Grand Central Archive'.
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In 1889 Professor G.W. Forrest of Elphinstone College, Bombay entrusted the job of examining the records of
the Foreign Department of the Government of India made a strong plea for transferring all records of the
administration of East India Company to a Central Repository.

This led to the establishment of Imperial Records Department (IRD) on 11 March 1891 in the Impgrial

Secretariat Building at Calcutta (Kolkata).

In 1911 thelRD was shifted to Delhi.

After the Independence, the Government of India rechristened IRD as the National Archives of India
Director of Archives as its head and in the year 1990 the office of the Director of Archives was redesignat
Director Geneal of Archives.

ith
bd as

At present National Archives of India is an attached office under the Ministry of Culture and has a Regipnal

Office at Bhopal and three Records Centres at Jaipur, Puducherry and Bhubaneswar.

PRESIDENT ARDIANOMINATESUSTICEABOBDE AEXECUTIVE

(HAIRMAN OINALSA

President Ram Nath Kovind has nominated Justice SA Bobde of the Supreme Court as the Executive Chiairme

of National Legal Services Authority (NALSA).

ABOUTNATIONALEGALSERVICEAUTHORITYNALSA):

The National Legal Servicesuthority (NALSA) is a statutory body constituted under the Legal Serviges

Authorities Act, 1987 to provide free Legal Services to the weaker sections of the society.

NALSA fulfils the provisions under the Article 39A of the constitution which provides for free legal aid to the
poor and weaker sections of the society, to promote justice on the basis of equal opportunity.

The Chief Justice of India is the PatronrChief and the Senior most Judge of the Supreme Court of India is
Executive Chairman of thAuthority.

WHAT ARE THE OBJEEHWINALSA?

To legally empower the marginalized and excluded groups of the society by providing effective |
representation, legal literacy and awareness and bridging the gap between the legally available benefits
the entitled beneficiaries.

To strengthen the system of Lok Adalats and other Alternate Dispute Resolution mechanisms in order to provide

for the informal, quick, inexpensive and effective resolution of disputes and minimize the load of adjudication on
the overburdened judiciary.

MOREDETAILS

NALSA identifies specific categories of the marginalized and excluded groups from the diverse populace of the
country and formulates various schemes for the implementation of preventive and strategic legal service
programmes to be undertaken and implemented by the Legal Services Authorities at various levels.
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NALSA works in close coordination with the various State Legal Services Authorities, District Legal Services
Authorities and other agencies for a regular exchange of relevant information, monitoring and updating on the
implementation and progress of the various schemes fostering a strategic and coordinated approach to ensure
smooth and streamlined functioning of the various agencies and stakeholders.

INDIANOMINATESRAMESHHAND FOR THEOST OIDIRECTORSENERAL

= =4 =4 -4 =4

OFFAQO

India has nominated member of NITI Aayog, Ramesh Chandra to head the Food and Agricultural Organisjtion.

DETAILS

Ramesh Chand's candidature is challenged by Qu Dongyu of China, Medi Moungui of Cameroon, Catherine
Geslain-Laneelle of France and Davit Kirvalidze of Georgia.

To get elected to the post of DirecteGeneral of FAO, the candidate needs to secure a simple majority of fhe

194 members.

INTERESTING TO KNDW

The only Indian to head the FAO is Binggnjan Sen, who was the Direct@eneral from 1956 to 1967.

ABOUT THIEOOD ANDAGRICULTURBRGANISATION

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations which
international efforts to defeat hunger.
FAO aims to achieve food security for all and make sure that people have regular access to enough high-quality

food to lead active healthy lives.

lleads

Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) was established as the specialised agency in 1945 in the first gessio

of the United Nations and the temporary headquarters of the FAO were located at Washington in the US
the headquarters were moved to Rome, Italy in the year 1951.

PRIORITY AREAS BAOIN THE FIGHT AGAINSONGER ARE

Help eliminate hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition.

Make agriculture, forestry and fisheries more productive and sustainable.
Reduce rural poverty.

Enable inclusive and efficient agricultural and food systems.

Increase the resilience of livelihoods to threats and crises.

ONE MUST KNOW

knd

FAO re@ort notes that almost 800 million people are always hungry and 2 billion suffer from deficiencieq in

micronutrients in their diet that leads to health problems
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9 The report also notes that the world would have to feed a global population that is expected to reach about 10
billion by 2050.
9 FAO integrates the two key areas of gender and governance in tackling the challenges through priority areas.

GOVERNMENT dRDIA TOGET A$250-MILLIONLOAN FROM TH&/ORLD
BANK

1 The World Bank will provide a $25@illion loan for the National Rural Economic Transformation Proje¢t
(NRETP).

9 National Rural Economic Transformation Project is a new sub-component under the Deendayal Antyodaya
Yojana — National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) of the Ministry of Rural Development.

ABOUT THIRIATIONAIRURALECONOMICIRANSFORMATIORROJECT

9 NRETP supports enterprise development programmes for rural poor women and youth by creating a platform
to access finance including staup financing options to build their individual and/or cadctively owned and
managed enterprises.

9 The project also involves developing financial products using digital financial services to help small producer

collectives scale-up and engage with the market.

9 It also supports youth skills development, in coordination with the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya
Yojana.

9 The key focus of the project is to promote women-owned and women-led farm and non-farm enterprises across
value chains, enabling them to build businesses that help them access finance, markets and networks; and
generate employment.

ONE MUST KNOW

1 The $256million loan from the World Bank has a¥ear grace period and a final maturity of 20 years.

USMAYEND TRADEBENEFITSIVEN TANDIAUNDERGSP

1 President Trump notified the Congress his intent terminate trade benefits for both India and Turkey undey
the Generalized System of Preference (GSP) eligibility criteria.

INDIA ANDGSP:

About 2,000 products, including auto components and textiles, can enter the US duty-free if the beneficiary

developing country meet the eligibility criteria.
1 India was the largest beneficiary of the GSP programme in 2017 with $5.7 billion in imports to the US diven
duty-free status.

WHY THRJSIS PLANNING TO WITREWG SH-ORINDIA?
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JAPANESARCHITECARATAISOZAKRECIEVES THHRESTIGIOURRITZKER|

President Trump has accused India of failing to ensure the US of "equitable and reasonable" access to its
markets.

The US is pressing India to reduce US trade deficits and has repeatedly called out India for high tariffs.
Withdrawal of GSP is part of President Trump's plan to redress what he considers to be unfair trading
relationships.

WHAT I9NDIAS PROPOSAL TO THIE?

India has sought talks with the US to avoid the withdrawal of the trade benefits under the GSP.
India has offered a trade package to the US which promises of about Rs 35,008 armually in oil and gas
imports from the US and another Rs 1,00,000 lakh crore in defence orders in the coming years.

WESTBENGAICHIEFMINISTERAUNCHESUVASHREARPANSCHEME

PRIZE

Japanese Architect Arata Isozaki has received the PritzkeeRP®1.9.

DETAILS

He is the 46th laureate and eighth architect from Japan to win the Pritzker Prize.
Arata Isozaki will be awarded the prize of $100,000 (£76,000) and a bronze medallion in May at a ceremony at
the Chateau de Versailles in France.

HIS MAJORVORKS

Some of his major works include Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles, Palau Saint Jordi indoor sporting

arena in Barcelona, the Allianz Tower in Milan, Italy, Qatar's National Convention Centre, Kitakyushu's Central
Library in Japan, Thessaloniki concert hall's second auditorium- M2 in Greece, Nara Centennial Hall in Japan etc.

ABOUT THPRITZKERRIZE

Pritzker Prize is an annual award to honour a living architect or architects whose built work demonstrates a

combination of those qualities of talent, vision, and commitment, which has produced consistent and significant
contributions to humanity and the built environment through the art of architecture.

The award constituted by Pritzker family of Chicago through their Hyatt Foundation in 19't8tésn referred
to as "architecture's Nobel" and "the profession's highest honour."

Earlier awardees of the coveted prize include India's Balkrishna Ddshi, Utzon who designed the Sydney
Opera House, Oscar Niemeyer of Brazil and the British-lraqi designer, Zaha Hadid.

1

The Chief Minister of West Bengal Mamata Banerjee has unveiled a new scheme YuvashreellPtan
Yuvashree Arpan to encourage entrepreneurship among youth.
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ABOUTYUVASHREARPANSCHEME

Under the Yuvashree Arpan Scheme around fifty thousand Youths who have passed out of ITI or
polytechnic institutes will be eligible to get financial support of Rs. One Lakh from the state M
department to set up their own business initiative.

ABOUTYUVASHREH:

Yuvashree- | was launched by the labour department of the state of West Bengal.
Under the scheme, an unemployment allowance of Rs 1500 per month was provided per month to 1,00
unemployed youth.

ANOTHER THING TO KNDW

ther
E

000

The Chief Mirdgter of West Bengal has laid the foundation stone for the state's first Hindi University fat

Arupara, Howrah.

GOOGLHAUNCHES AAPP 'BoLO

Tech giant Google has unveiled a new app- 'Bolo' that aims to help children in primary school learn to read in
Hindi and English.

ABOUT THIBOLOAPP.

It is a free to use app and can be accessed through the Google Play Store.

The app uses Google's speech recognition and text-to-speech technology.

Through an animated character Diya, the app encourages children to read stories aloud.

The app also helps if the child is unable to pronounce a word.

It lauds the reader when he/she completes the reading.

The app also works offline.

Once downloaded the user will have access to 100 stories in Hindi and English that the children can read out
loud and improve their reading skills.

MOREDETAILS

Google has already piloted the Bolo App in about 200 villages in Uttar Pradesh.

Google cites the early results as encouraging with 64 per cent of children showing an improvement in reading
proficiency in just three months.

Google is now planning to collaborate with non-profit groups to enhance the reach of the app.

ISROANDCNESGNKEYAGREEMENTS

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and Space Agency of France CNES have agreed abtecoiialpor

Maritime Surveillance and Training for Gaganyaan project.
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ABOUT THE AGREEMENTMARITIMESJRVEILLANCE

I ISRO and CNES have signed an agreement to set up a maritime surveillance centre in the country.

9 The agreement intends to supply an operational system for detecting, identifying and tracking ships in the Indian
Ocean, provides for a maritime surveillance centre to be set up in India, sharing of capacity to process existing
satellite data and joint development of associated algorithms.

1 ISRO and CNE@Il build a constellation of satellites for maritime surveillance intended to identify and trag
ships in the Indian Ocean.

e}

ABOUT THE AGREEMENYT IRAINING FORAGANYAAN PROJECT

1 ISRO and CNES have signed an agreement to train Indian Scientists for diganan' project at the
Toulouse Space Centre in France.
9 Indian Scientists will also be trained at CADMOS, the centre for development of microgravity applications and

space operations, and the MEDES Space Clinic in France.

INTERESTING TO KNDW

9 India has és0 signed an agreement with Russia for the Gaganyaan Project.

AJITKUMARMOHANTYAPPOINTED AS THFRECTOR ABARC

I The Ministry of Personnel has notified the appointment of Ajit Kumar Mohanty as the Director of Bhaljha
Atomic Research Centre for the periad three years.
9 Currently, he is the Director, Physics Group in BARC and Director, Saha Institute of Nuclear Physics.

ABOUT THBHABHAATOMICRESEARCEENTRE

1 The Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC) is India's premier nuclear research facility headgliante
Trombay, Mumbai, Maharashtra.

9 The Atomic Energy Establishment, Trombay (AEET) was established by the Government of India in 1954 to
consolidate all the research and development activity for nuclear reactors and technology under the AEET.

9 As a result, all the scientists and engineers engaged in the fields of reactor design and development,
instrumentation, metallurgy and material science etc. were transferred with their respective programmes from
the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR) to AEET, with TIFR retaining its originanal focus for
fundamental research in the sciences.

9 After the demise of Dr. Homi Jehangir Bhabha in 1966, AEET was renamed Bhabha Atomic Research [Cent
(BARC).

9 Over the years, BARC has emerged as the multi-disciplinary research centre with extensive infrastructure for
advanced research and development.

9 Its R&D covers the entire spectrum of nuclear science, engineering and related areas.

9 BARC's core mandate is to sustain peaceful applications of nuclear energy, primarily for power generation.

www.BankExamsTodacom




I (/o 7+ CK DiGESmRCH 2019

PM INAUGURATE® CS5L NGIMPORTIERMINAL AENNORE

I Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Indian Oil Corporation's (I0OCs) LNG terminal at Ennore.

ABOUT THENNORH NGTERMINAL

I Ennore terminal is an ambitious terminal for storagend regasification of imported LNG, built by the
nation's largest fuel retailer Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL), at a cost of Rs 5,151 crore inside Kafnaraj
Port at Ennore.

I The project was commissioned by the I0C through its joint venture company IndianQil LNG Pvt Ltd.

1 The capacity of the LNG terminal isndillion tonnes per annum (MMTPA).

I The LNG terminal was commissioned through the shipload of LNG from Swiss trader, Gunvor carriedfrom
Qatar.

I Ennore LNG terminal is part of India's plan to raise the share of natural gas in the country's energy basket to 15
per cent by 2030.

I Together with associated pipeline infrastructure, the projects cumulatively accounts for Rs 9,000 crore.

SGNIFICANCE OF THERMINAL

9 The imported LNG at the terminal will meet the requirements of Chennai Petroleum Corp Ltd, Madras Fertilisers
Ltd, Tamil Nadu Petroproducts and Manali-Thiruvallur-Puducherry-Nagapattinam-Madurai-Trichy-Tuticorin-
Ramnathpuram and a separate line will go to Bengaluru through Hosur.

PMNARENDRMODIINAUGURATENAGPURMETRO

1 After PM Modi inaugurated Nagpur Metro, Nagpur has become the second city of the state of Maharasjptra
after Mumbai to get a Metro Rail.

ABOUT THINAGPURMETRO

PM inaugurated a 13 4%&ilometre stretch comprising of five stations frm Khapri to Sitabuldi.
The Nagpur Metro consists of two corridors with a total length of 38 kilometres.

The two corridors will comprise of 38 stations, two depots and a fleet of 69 metro cars.
To emphasise on Women Safety and empowerment each train will comprise of a special "Nari Shakti" women's

=A =4 =4 =4

coach.

Nagpur Metro is also hailed as the green Metro since 65% of its electricity consumption is from solar energy.

9 Nagpur Metro has earned 51 crore from stamp duty and 6.87 crore from Transfer of Development right
even before the start of passenger operations.

=

INTERESTING TO KNDW

9 The population of the city of Nagpur is projected to double by 2050.
 Hence it was imperative to equip the city with 21st-century infrastructure, and the Metro Rail is one step in that
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INDIASGNEDAN AGREEMENT WITRUSSIA FOBEASING THEHAKRAI

i India has signed an agreement with Russia for the leasing of a nuglearered attack submarine (Chakra)ll
for the Indian Navy for a period of 10 years.

DETAILS OF THE AGREEM

1 Russia will be delivering the Akula class submarine, to be known as Chakra lll, to the Indian Navy by 202p.
{ India had earlier leased two nuclear submarines from Russia- the first INS Chakra was leased in 1988 under a

three-year lease and the second INS Chakra was taken on lease in 2012 for a period of 10 years.

1 Russia will lease the Akula class submarine for the period of 10 years at the cost of USD 3 billion.

I Chakra 1l will be equipped with Indian communication systems and sensors, including the indigenously-
developed USHUS integrated sonar system and Panchendriya sonar.

I Chakra lll get a unified submarine sonar and tactical control system, which are already in use on the INS Arihant.

I The Chakra lll will also get a refurbished hull.

I Chakra Il weighing around 8,140-ton will have a submerged speed of 30 knots and an operating depth of 530
meters and will be capable of carrying a crew of 73.

I Chakra lll will also be loaded with four 650-millimetre and four 533-millimetre launch tubes for firing Type 65
and Type 53 torpedoes with both of these torpedoes made in Russia.

9 Chakra Ill will be powered with 190 mW nuclear reactor.

ONE MUST.KNOW

9 Addition of a nuclear-powered submarine is an attempt to bolster the naval prowess of the country as a counter

to attempts being made by China to expand its influence in the Indian Ocean region.
1 India has already commissioned French Scorpene submarine INS Kalvari and is in the process of inguctini
another French Scorpene submarine INS Khanderi.

INTERNATIONANOMENSDAYWITNESSEWORLDWIDEELEBRATIONS
ONSTHMARCH

91 International Women's Day is celebrated on 8th March every year to reflect on progress made, to calf for
change and to celebrate acts of couraged determination by ordinary women who have played ai
extraordinary role in the history of their countries and communities.

9 International Women's Day celebrates the social, economic, cultural and political achievements of women.

MOREDETAILS

1 The theme dthe International Women's Day 2019 ighink equal, build smart, innovate for change".
9 The theme focuses on innovative ways in which we can advance gender equality and the empowerment of

women, particularly in the areas of social protection systems, access to public services and sustainable
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Trends indicate a growing gender digital divide, as a result women are under-represented in the field of science,
technology, engineering, mathematics and design.

This prevents Women from developing and influencing gender-responsive innovations to achieve transformative
gains for society.

From mobile banking to artificial intelligence and the internet of things, it is vital that women's ideas and
experiences equally influence the design and implementation of the innovations that shape our future societies.
To bring focus on these challenges "Think equal, build smart, innovate for change" is chosen as the theme of the
International Women’s Day 2019.

HISTORY OF THETERNATIONANOMENSDAY.

International Women's Day (IWD) is being celebrated for well over a century, with the first IWD gathering in

1911 supported by over a million people in Austria, Denmark, Germany and Switzerland.
Prior to 1911, the Socialist Party of America, the United Kingdom's Suffragists and Suffragettes, and other groups
campaigned for women's equality.

The United Nations began celebrating International Women's Day in the International Women's Year, 197.I;.

In 1977, the United Nations General Assembly invited member states to proclaiandil 8 as the UN Day fo
women's rights and world peace.

UTTARAKHANDRAUNCHEMUKHYAMANTRANCHAIAMRITYOJANA

T

The Government of Uttarakhand has launched the Mukhyamantri Anchal Amrit Yojana to provide milk at
Anganwadi Centres.

DETAILS

khe

Under the Muktyamantri Anchal Amrit Yojana, the Government would provide 100 ml milk twice a week for

2.5 lakh children at 20,000 Anganwadi Centres in the state.

Under the scheme flavoured, sweet and skimmed milk powder will be made available to the 20,
Anganwadi Kedras.

Children under six years of age in every Anganwadi centre will be provided milk under the Aanchal Amrit
scheme.

ONE MUST KNOW

The scheme will come handy in tackling malnutrition and building of fit and healthy children by providing them

with a balanced diet as there are about 18,000 children suffering from malnutrition in Uttarakhand.

WHYMILK IS IMPORTART

Milk as a source of Protein, Calcium, Vitamins provides benefits like building and maintaining bone and teeth,

improving the performance of the nervous system, helping in growth, improving the digestion process, boosting
the immunity, treating dehydration and providing the body with energy.
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MADHYAPRADESH TINCREASE THEBQOUOTA

The Government of Madhya Pradesh has announced the increase oféBervation quotas for the OBCs an

has stated that it would also implement 10 per cent quota for the Economically Weaker Sections (EWS)
the General Category.
DETAILS

The state government has proposed to increase the reservation for OBCs from thiertul 4% to 27%.
Madhya Pradesh already has 36% reservation for scheduled castes and tribes.

der

The increase in the reservation for OBCs and 10% reservation for EWS will take the reservation in the sthte to

73%.

WHAT ARE THE LEGAIACHENGES

Since the reserations, breaches the 50 per cent cap set by the Supreme Court in the Indra Sawhney
judgement, the proposed reservation module is said to be legally untenable.

Even though states like Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh have reservations breaching the c@3wftitey were
implemented well before the Indra Sawhney case judgement.

case

Earlier states like Rajasthan and Maharashtra had announced reservations exceeding 50 per cent butfthey

couldn't implement it.
Even the 10 per cent quota for EWS proposed by the Central Government was already questioned in the
Supreme Court, therefore, the decision of the Madhya Pradesh Government is bound to face legal challenges.

PRIYANKADUBEWAMED FORHAMELDEVIJAINAWARD

The bilingual correspondent with BBC Priyanka Dubey hasrbnamed for the Chameli Devi Jain Award for gn

Outstanding Woman Journalist for the year 2018.

DETAILS

The jury honoured Priyanka Dubey for her multi-faceted, investigative and interrogative reportage which took
up the burning and complex social and political issues and uncovering the reality underlying them showing them
to be layered, complex, and variegated.

ABOUTCHAMELIDEVIJAINAWARD AND FREEDOM RKERCHAMELIDEVIJAIN:

|l

The "Chameli Devi Jain Award'awards women journalists for their exceptional contribution to the cause of
journalism upholding standards of excellence through a sustained body of work.

The Chameli Devi Jain Award is named after the freedom fighter Chameli Devi Jain who held demonstrgtions

against the foreign goods on the call ofa@dhiji and got arrested.
She was a Gandhian and spun charkha.
She would attend meetings with other women on matters of community reform, like widow remarriage.
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RAGHURAMRAJAN TARECIEVEYASHWANTRAGHAVANNATIONAL
AWARD2018

1 Raghuram Rajan, former governof RBI has been chosen for the "Yashwantrao Chavan National Award 2¢18'
by Yashwantrao Chavan Prathisthan for his contribution to economic development.

9 Raghuram Rajan will be presented with the award at the 106th birth anniversary of Yashwantrao Chavan on
March 12.

ROLE OIRAGHURAMRAJAN IN THEIISTORY ORDIANECONOMY

1 Raghuram Rajan is credited with steering Indian economy during turbulent times during the -gludial
financial crisis period.
9 He is credited for positioning Indian currency as among the best-performing emerging markets amid a global

currency rout against the dollar as emerging markets witness a major capital flight not seen since the collapse of
Lehman Brothers in 2008.

9 During his tenure in RBI, he oversaw some key reforms in monetary policy management and in the
administration of the central bank.

ONE MUST KNOW

I Raghuram Rajan had also served as the chief economist of IMF and had famously predicted the 2008 finfncia
crisis in 2005.

ABOUTYASHWANTRAQHAVAN

1 Yashwantrao Chavan was thadt Chief Minister of State of Maharashtra and has also served as Deputy Prjme
Minister of India in the cabinet of Prime Charan Singh between 1-9880.

9 Bornon 12 March 1913 in Devrashtre village of Satara District of Maharashtra, Yashwantrao Chavan was largely
influenced by the Indian freedom struggle movements.

9 He had participated in the Non-cooperation movement and Quit India movement.

9 During the course of time, he become closely associated with leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Patel.

9 After Independence, he held several important positions in the Government of Maharashtra and in the
Government of India.

I Yashwantrao Chavan died of a heart attack on 25 November 1984.

9 After the death of Yashwantrao Chavan, Yashwantrao Chavan Prathisthan was constituted by his followers and
associates to take forward his works.

ABOUT THEYASHWANTRAGHAVANNATIONAIAWARD

9 The Yashwantrao Chavan National Award constituted by the Yashwantrao Chavan Prathisthan honours

individuals and institutions for their outstanding contribution to national integration, and social & economic
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INDIAOMAN MILITARNEXERCISEAL NAGAHIII"

1 "Al Nagah lll" is the third in the series of the bilateral joint military exercise between India and Oman.
9 It will be held between March 12 tdvlarch 25 at Oman.

ABOUTAL NAGAHIII:

9 Al Nagah Il will be held at the Jabel Al Akhdar Mountains in Oman.
9 The 14-day exercise will see both the armies exchanging expertise and experience in tactics, weapon handling

and firing.

9 The exercise is aimed to enhance interoperability in counterterrorist operations in semi-urban mountainous
terrain.

1 The Indian Army contingent is going to be represented by 10th Battalion of the Garhwal Rifles.

9 Similar strength is also to be fielded by Jabel Regiment of the Royal Avh@man.

INTERESTING TO KNDW

1 Al Nagah | was held at Muscat, Oman in January 2015 and Al Nagah Il at Himachal Pradesh, India in Marc
2017.

9 The India-Oman bilateral security ties have continued to evolve and the joint military exercise will go a long way

in enchaining understanding of capabilities and strengthening camaraderie between both the Armies.

MARAYURIMGGERGETIGITAGSTATUS

9 After the persistent efforts of the Intellectual Property Rights cell of the Kerala Agriculture University, the
Marayur Jaggery which is largely produced in the regions of Marayur andanthallur grama panchayats off
Kerala has got the Gl tag.

ABOUTMARAYUHRREGION

9 Marayur in the Idukki district of Kerala is known for its tensive sugarcane cultivation.
In the regions of Marayur and Kanthallur, more than 2500 acres of land is under sugarcane cultivation.

=)

9 The peculiar geographical location of Marayur amid the forests of the Western Ghats gives the sugar cane a
distinct geographical identity.

ABOUTMARAYURIAGGERY

9 The local people have integrated the age-old tradition have imparted age-old specialized skill to make Marayur
Jaggery a distinct product in itself.

i The distinct features of the Marayur Jaggery are high sweetness with less saltiness, high content of irorfj and
less sodium.

1 The produce is free of impurities and the sugar cane fields are free of chemical pesticides and fertilisers.

1 The Marayur Jaggery is produced without adding any chemicals has always been known for its high quality.
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Eyeing the market of the traditional Marayur Jaggery fake jaggery with a salty taste was being marketed as
Marayur jaggery.
The Gl tag will now enable to initiate legal action against fake jaggery being sold as Marayur Jaggery.

WHAT ISGEOGRAPHICANDICATIORN

Geographical Indication (Gl) is a name or sign used on products which correspond to a specific geographical
location or origin.

Geographical Indication act as a certification that the product possesses certain qualities, is made accordi
traditional methods or enjoys a certain reputatiordue to its geographical origin.

PM MODIINAUGURATEBANDITDEENDAYAUPADHYAYANSTITUTE OF

ARCHAEOLOGY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the new Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya Institute
Archaeology in Greater Noida, Uttar Pradesh.
On the occasion, he also unveiled the statue of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya at the campus and visited the

Deendayal Museum in the Institute campus.

ABOUT THIPANDITDEENDAYAUPADHYAYANSTITUTE ORMRCHAEOLOGY

Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya Institute of Archaeology is a state-of-the-art institution spread over 25 acres and
built at an estimated cost of Rs. 289 crore.

The Institute comprises of an auditorium with a seating capacity of 1000 people, an @petheatre and an
Archaeological Museum.

The Institute is an academic wing of the Archeological Survey of India under the Ministry of Culture.

hg to

of

The Institute provides students with the necessary supportive, enthusiastic and challenging acadgmic

atmosphere which enables them to achieve their full potential in the field of Aagology.

ABOUT THARCHAEOLOGICSURVEY ORNDIA(ASI):

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), under the Ministry of Culture, is the premier organization for
archaeological researches and protection of the cultural heritage in India.
The genesis of systematic archaeological pursuits in India can be traced to the efforts of Sir William Jones, who

put together a group of antiquarians to form the Asiatic Society on 15th January 1784 in Calcutta.

The first legislative attempt to make the government intervene in case of risks to monuments was through
Bengal Regulation XIX of 1810.

ASI regulates all archaeological activities in the country as per the provisions of the Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958 and Antiquities and Art Treasure Act, 1972.
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UNIVERSITY FREACECONFERSIONORARYOCTORATE OWCE
PRESIDENVENKAIAHNAIDU

9 Vice President Venkaiah Naidu was conferred Honorary Doctorate from the UN established Universify of
Peace.

DETAILS

9 The university has stated that the degree of "Doctor Honoris Causa" ( Doctor of Philosophy) was conferred on
the Indian Vice President recognising his contribution to the Rule of Law, Democracy and Sustainable
Development in India.

9 Vice President Venkaiah Naidu is the first Indian to receive amdrary doctorate from the University of
Peace.

ABOUT THEINIVERSITY GPEACE

I The University of Peace was established in accordance with the Resolution 35/55 passed by the Uhited
Nations General Assembly in 1980.
I The main campus of the University of Peasdocated in Costa Rica, a country of Central America.

9 The University of Peace aims to be a forward-thinking, transformational and inspirational educational institution
dedicated to the goals of quality teaching, research and service for serving humanity in building a peaceful
world.

MISSION OF THENIVERSITY QPEACE

9 The stated mission of the University of Peace is to provide humanity with an international institution of higher

education for peace and with the aim of promoting, among all human beings, the spirit of understanding,
tolerance and peaceful coexistence, to stimulate cooperation among people and to help lessen obstacles and
threats to world peace and progress, in keeping with the noble aspirations proclaimed in the Charter of the
United Nations.

HASMUKHADHIAAPPOINTED AS TEHANCELLOR @%JJARATENTRAL
UNIVERSITY

1 President Ram Nath Kovind has approved the appointment of former finance secretary Hasmukh Adhia af the
Chancellor of Gujarat Central University.

DETAILS

9 Hasmukh Adhia will hold the post for a period of five years.
I Hasmukh Adhia was a Gujarat cadre IAS officer and was appointed as the secretary in the Departmgnt of

Financial Services by PM Modi in 2014.
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CENTRAIUNIVERSITIES INDIA

The Central Universities were established by thMinistry of Human Resource and Development to addres

S

regional imbalances in higher educational facilities in states and 16 states were identified for fhe

establishment of central universities.

Central Universities were established in India under the Cahtdniversities Act 2009.

The Act provided for the establishment of one new central university each in Bihar, Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu.

The act also sought to convert Guru Ghasidas Vishwavidyala in Chhattisgarh, Harisingh Gour Vishwavidhalaya in
Sagar (Madhya Pradesh) and Hemwati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University in Uttarakhand into Central
Universities.

Further, through the Central Universities Amendment Act 2014, another central university was established in
Bihar and a central university was also established in Andhra Pradesh in 2018.

INDIABAGSHRSTPRIZE IN THEATEGORY OA VAONEMASPOT

The Ministry of Tourism, Government of India has won the Fipsize in the category of TV Cinema Spot at thje

prestigious international Golden City Gate Tourism Awards 2019.

Following promotional films/television commercials produced as part of Incredible India 2.0 Campaign byfthe

Ministry of Tourism have received thawards:
0 Yogi of the Racetrack

The Reincarnation of Mr. and Mrs. Jones

Sanctuary in Paris

Maharani of Manhattan

The Masala Master Chef

O O O O

ABOUT THEOLDENOTYGATETOURISMMULTHMEDIAAWARDS

Golden City Gate Tourism Multhedia Awards are the annual awardser the various categories related to the
Tourism and Hospitality sectors.

The patron of the award is the Federal Association of German Film and AV Producers in Wiesbaden.
The awards are presented at the ITB Berlin, the world's leading tourism trade show.
The awards are given to countries, cities, regions and hotels in various categories.

ABOUT THINCREDIBLEDIAZ2.0 CAMPAIGN

Incredible India 2.0 Campaign is a campaign of the Ministry of Tourism to promote Indian Tourism.

The 2.0 campaign marked a shift from generic promotions across the world to market specific promotional plans
and content creation.

Thematic promotions on different niche tourism products have been produced and are being used in
campaign, to cater to diverse consumer interests.

These thematic promotions include Commercials on Yoga, Wellness, Wildlife, Luxury and Cuisine.
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9 The thematic commercials are produced in English with voice-overs in 9 international languages, viz. German,

French, Spanish, Italian, Russian, Chinese, Japanese, Korean and Arabic.

LONGMARCHROCKETERIES OBHINASUCCESSFULOYMPLETES ITS
300THLAUNCH

I China's Long March Rocket Series which is the mainstay of its space programme since 1970 has succssfu
completed its 300th launch by putting a new communicationtslite into orbit through the Long MarckH3B
Rocket.

ABOUTCHINASLONGMARCH3BROCKETERIES

1 China's indigenously built Long March rockets have sent more than 500 spacecrafts into space.
9 The rocket series built by China Aerospace Science and Technology Corporation was responsible for about 96.4

per cent of all the launch missions in China .

9 The Long March rockets have also provided launch services for countries participating in the Belt and Road
Initiative, including Algeria, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia.

1 The Long MarcHL carrier rocket launched the country's first satellite, Dongfanghehginto orbit on April 24,
1970.

9 The success rate of the 300 launches of the Long March rockets stood at 96 per cent

9 The Long March rockets completed 37 consecutive successful launches, ranking a global first for the highest
number of successful launches in 2018.

ONE MUST KNOW

1 Atotal of 17 types of Long March carrier rockets have been developed and put into use since 1970, ensuring the

implementation of a series of key space projects including manned space program, lunar exploration, BeiDou
Navigation Satellite System (BDS) and the Gaofen Earth observation project.

TIBETANACTIVISTMARKNATIONALUJPRISING®AY ONLOTHMARCH
2019

I Hundreds of Tibetan activists staged a protemnd submitted a memorandum to the Office of United Nation
India to mark the 60th anniversary of their National Uprising Day.

ABOUT THIRIATIONALUPRISINGAY OFTIBET

I March 10 which commemorates the 1959 Tibetan Uprising is observed as the NationakibgprDay by
Tibetan activists.

9 On March 10 1959, thousands of Tibetans took to the streets of Lhasa rising up against Communist China's
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PINAKAGUIDEDWEAPONSYSTEMNDIGENOUSIDEVELOPED BYRDO

Tibetans had enthroned Dalai Lama, chosen at the adeveo in 1937 as the 14th incarnation of Tibetar
Buddhism's supreme religious leader.

Coexistence of Beijing authorities and Dalai Lama at the Tibetan plateau led to tensions.

The Chinese Authorities summoned him to an event without his bodyguards on March 10 but the Tibetans
feared a trap that could endanger their leader.

Fearing for the life of Dalai Lama, Tibetans surrounded the Potala Palace, the home of the Dalai Lama, to protect
his life and to uphold the cause of Tibetan nation.

As Chinese soldiers opened fire thousands of activists lost their life.

On the night of March 17, the Dalai Lama escaped into exile across the Himalayas into India.

T
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The indigenously developed Pinaka Guided Weapons t&8ys was successfully test fired|

in Pokhran desert in Rajasthan.

DETAILS

The successful test trial gives a boost to the artillery capability of the Indian Army.
Pinaka Guided Weapon System is equipped with a guidance kit comprising an advanced navigation and control
system.

MORE ABOUT THEINAKAGUIDEDWEAPONSYSTEM

Pinaka rocket systems are developed by Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO).The
system is named after Pinaka, the bow of Lord Shiva.
Pinaka was initially a 30 to 40 km range rocket. Its range was increased 70 to 80 km with Pinaka Mark Il.

Pinaka rockets were used in the Kargil War with Pakistan.
With the increased range there came a need for a more accuracy.
To fulfil this requirement guided version of the Pinaka is being developed by DRDO.

ABOUT THHESTIRAIL

During the test trial, the Pinaka Guided Weapon System successfully impacted the intended targets with high
precision and achieved desired accuracies.
Telemetry systems were used to track and monitor the vehiclethtough the flight path.

The weapon systems impacted the intended targets with high precision and achieved desired accuracies.

GUINNESSVORLORECORIET BWASTRADAIKCAMPAIGN

Vastradan Campaign initiated by the erstwhile royal family of Udaipur has $&t Guinness World Recortbr
the largest collection of clothes for donation.

The campaign had collected more than 3 lakh items of clothing.
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MORE ABOUT THEASTRADAICAMPAIGN

Through the Vastradan Campaign, over 3,29,250 pieces of clothing from over G&J6Aors were collected
and distributed to the needy.
The campaign reached out to over 120 schools, 15 colleges and around 30 NGOs.

The certificate for the Guinness World Record was handed over to Lakshyaraj Singh Mewar, a descendfnt of

Rajput ruler Maharaa Pratap.

The campaign was started as an innovative exercise of giving clothes by reaching out to the citizens
than organizations.

The campaign highlighted the empathy of the citizen's especially young boys and girls.

DRDCDEVELOPS RANGE OIEOMBAT CASUALTHYRUGS

The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed a range of G
CasualtyDrugs that can extend the 'golden hour' till the trooper is shifted to hospital.

This range of drugs can bring down the death toll during the unfortunate instances like the recent Pulwama
Terrorist Attack.

ABOUTCOMBATCASUALTHDRUGS

The spectrum includes bleeding wound sealants, super absorptive dressings and glycerinated salines,
which can save lives in the event of warfare in jungledahigh altitude areas as well as in terror attacks.
These medicines ensure that soldiers do not suffer from unwanted blood loss while being taken to be
healthcare from war zones.

Glycerated saline is a battlefield intravenous fluid that do not freeze till -18 degrees Celsius and is useful in
handling trauma cases in high altitudes.

Glycerated saline has life-saving capacities as it gives more time to the medical personnel to shift the wounded
patient to a higher care facility.

AIM OFCOMBATCASUALTHYRUGS

This range of casualty drugs are aimed at enhancing the chances of survival and minimum disability by providing

effective first aid care which is given within the golden hour.

KAVINDEFRANGHBISHT WINS GOLD ATEI38TH GEEBEEBOXING

TOURNAMENT

The 38h GeeBee Boxing Tournament was held at Helsinki, Finland.

The Indian medal winners from the tournament are listed below:

The lone gold medal for India was won by Kavinder Singh Bisht.

He won against Indian counterpart Mohammed Hussamuddin in summit clash in the 56kg category.

Mohammed Hussamuddin settled for silver.
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9 Other Silver medals for India were won by Govind Kumar Sahani (49kg), Shiva Thapa (60kg) and Dinesh Dagar
(69kg).

9 Bronze Medallists were Sachin Siwach (52kg), Sumit Sangwan (91kg) and Naveen Kumar (+91kg) after their
respective semi-final loss.

SLUMMARY.

9 India signed off from the 38th GeeBee Boxing Tournament with one gold, four silver and three bronze medals.

INDIANASTRONOMER®ENTIFY NEWPOPULATION OBLTRAVIOLET
STARS

9 Astronomers from Thinvananthapuram and Mumbai have identified a new populatioof ultraviolet starsin
the globular cluster NGC 2808 using the Indian muivelength space observatory AstroSat, launched n
September 2015.

ABOUTASTR®AT:

9 AstroSat is India's dedicated muitvavelength space observatory which endeavours for a more detail¢gd

understanding of our universe.

9 ASTROSAT observes the universe in the optical, ultraviolet, low and high energy X-ray regions of the
electromagnetic spectrum.

I Major astronomy institutions and some universities in India are participating in these observations.

ABOUTNG(2808:

9 Globular clusters are collections of thousands to millions of stars, moving as one unit.

9 These stars are tightly held together by the gravity of the cluster itself and are believed to have formed together
at roughly the same time.

9 The globular cluster contains stars with a variety of masses but with similar chemical composition.

I NGC 2808 is one of the massive globular clusters and is located at a distance of 47,000 éighfrpen us.

9 Recent studies have shown that many globular clusters may well host more than one population of stars
contrary to popular belief that all stars in such clusters are of the same age.

9 Observations suggest that NGC 2808 may have at least fiferdifit populations of stars.

SOCIAIMEDIAGANTFACEBOOK HAS LAUNCHEBRCEBOOKIUBS

1 Social media giant Facebook has launched "Facebook Hubs" to foster innovation and offer suppor
budding entrepreneurs.

ABOUTFACEBOOKIUBS
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I Facebook Hubs will providsupport for the startup community by hosting mentor hours and conductin
trainings, workshops, discussions across 20 locations in Delhi, Gurugram, Noida, Bengaluru, MuLbai,
Hyderabad, Pune, Navi Mumbai and in Goa.

1 Facebook has collaborated with 91springérd, an office space rental firm, for a yedwng programme to help
start-ups and entrepreneurs scale their businesses.

I Facebook Hubs also encompasses co-working community hosting, planning and organising structured activities
such as learning and skill development programs for budding entrepreneurs.

INTERESTING TO KNDW

9 Facebook Hubs aims to be part of a global network for training and mentoring facilities for not just start-ups,
but also developers, small and medium businesses, creators, and job seekers.

EUROPEANUNION INCLUDEH) MORE COUNTRIES TO"ITAXBLACKLIST

1 The European Union has expanded its Tax Blacklist by including 10 more countries to it.

DETAILS

1 The list now has 15 countries.
1 The list was first drawn up by EU in 20kvthe wake of several scandals, including the Panama Papers and
LuxLeaks, that pushed the EU into doing more to fight tax evasion by multinationals and the rich.

WHICH COUNTRIES ARIDAD TO THE LI5T

1 Seven countries Aruba, Belize, Bermuda, Fiji, Oman, Vanuatu and Dominieze moved from greylist to
blacklist due to their inability towards reform commitments.
9 Three other countries added into the list are Barbados, the United Arab Emirates and the Marshall Islands

TAXHAVENS

i Tax Havens provide taxpayers with opportunitiésr tax avoidance, while their secrecy and opacity also ser§e
to hide the origin of the proceeds of illegal and criminal activities.
9 Features of these Tax Havens include low or zero taxation, fictitious residences (with no bearing on reality) and

tax secrecy.

EUS INITIATIVE

9 EU initiated the naming and shaming tactics through Tax blacklist or Tax havens as a tool for securing a level
playing field and as an external strategy for effective taxation by assessing, screening and listing third-country

tax jurisdictions which are non-cooperative in tax matters.

WORLIKIDNEYDAY20190BSERVED OMTHMARCH
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I World Kidney Day 2019 was observed on 14th March.
The theme of the World Kidney Day 2019 isitiney Health for Everyone Everywhere."
I The theme emphasizes on Universal Health Coverage (UHC) for prevention and early treatment of kidney

=

disease.

ABOUTWORLDKIDNEYDAY.

I Second Thursday of March every year is observed as World Kidneyaaglobal health awareness campaign
focusing on the importance of the kidneys and reducing the frequency and impact of kidney disease and its

associated health problems worldwide.
I World Kidney Day calls for everyone to advocate for concrete measures in every country to improve kigney
care by:
0 Encouraging to adopt healthy lifestyles.
0 Making screening for kidney diseases a primary healthcare intervention by providing access to
identification tools (e.g. urine and blood tests).
0 Ensuring kidney patients receive basic health services they need to delay disease progression without
suffering financial hardship.
0 Call for transparent policies governing equitable and sustainable access to advanced health care services
and better financial protection as more resources become available.
0 Breaking down socioeconomic barriers and expanding access to comprehensive services in order to
meet the needs of the population is essential to guarantee equitable kidney care and increase in quality
of the care.

ONE MUST KNOW

I World Kidney Day is an initiative of the International Society of Nephrology (ISN) amal International
Federation of Kidney Foundations (IFKF).

UNITEDKINGDOMHONOURFPROFESSOBTEPHENMAWKING

I The United Kingdom has commemaorated Professor Stephen Hawking on a new 50p coin.
9 The coin has references to the late physicist's pioneering work tactk holes

ABOUT THBLACKHOLECOIN.

1 The commemorative coin aims to celebrate the life and "grouhtkaking” achievements of Hawking, whg
passed away in 2018.

9 Itis a commemorative coin and not for circulation as currency.

I The coin features Hawking's nagnn capital letters above a rippling drawing of concentric circles, intended ffo
represent a black hole.

1 The coin was designed by British engraver and printmaker Edwina Ellis.

9 The coin is available in gold, silver and a double thickness silver version called a piedfort.

9 The coin also features the formula of arguably Hawking's most important scientific contribution.
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9 The coin is on sale in silver and gold forms for a price range between 55 and 795 pounds on the Royal {int's
website.
9 The coin has been released by UK's Royal Mint.

(HINA AGAINBLOCKS THRID IN THREJNS O ODESIGNATAZARMASOOD

AS AGLOBALTERRORIST

1 China has again blocked the bid to designate Pakist@sed terror group Jaisk-Mohammed chief Azhar
Masoodas a global terrorist in the United Nains Security Council 1267 list.

DETAILS

I The proposal was moved by France the UK and the US on February 27, on the backdrop of Pulwama [Terro
Attack.

9 Just before the deadline for filing of the objections was about to end, China which is the permanent member of
the United Nations Permanent Council filed the objection.

IMPLICATIONS OF THETING BY THE26 /SANCTIONS COMMITTEE

I The 1267 and Al-Qaeda Sanctions Committee was established under the UNSC resolution 1267.
9 The listing would have resulted in:

Assetsfreeze

9 The Asset Freeze mandates all states to freeze without delay the funds and other financial assets or economic
resources of designated individuals and entities.

TRAVEIBAN

9 The travel ban implies preventing the entry of designated individuals into or transit by all states through their

territories.

ARMSEMBARGO

9 Arms embargo requires all states to prevent the direct or indirect supply, sale and transfer from their territories

or by their nationals outside their territories, or using their flag vessels or aircraft, of arms and related material
of all types, spare parts, and technical advice, assistance or training related to military activities, to designated
individuals and entities.

MOREDETAILS

I The mandatory restrictions would have severely impactadd curtailed the activities of the Azhar Masoo¢
who is the head of the banned outfit JeM and would have forced Pakistan to act against him.
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INDIA GETS FIRFTRSHIPMENT VIBHABAHAHPORT FROMAFGHANISTAN

INDIANEMBASSY INEPAIAWARDS 00 SCHOLARSHIPS NEPALI

Reports also note that China is aiming to maintain the status quo and truce with the JeM by blocking the list in
an attempt to secure the China Pakistan Economic Corridor.

STUDENTS
The Indian Embassy in Nepal has announced 200 scholarships to meritorious Nepali students for conti
various undergraduate colwges at colleges and universities

The scholarships were granted under the Golden Jubilee Scholarship Scheme.

ABOUT THESOLDENUBILEESCHOLARSHECHEME

lhuing

Golden Jubilee Scholarship Scheme was initiated by the Indian Embassy in Nepal to mark the completipn

50 years of IndidNepal Economic Cooperation.

Initially started by providing scholarships to 50 students, the scholarship scheme has grown over the years.

This year the scholarship programme covered 36 undergraduate courses including MBBS, BDS, BE, BSc and BBA.
The recipients of the scholarships represent 50 districts of Nepal.

Under the scheme, an MBBS/BDS student receives NRs. 4,088/ month for five years, a BE studen
receives NRs. 4,000/per month for four years and a student studying in othemder-graduate courses
receives NRs. 3,000per month for three years.

Those provided scholarship included 45 per cent girls and 8 per cent differeatiilgd students.

ONE MUST KNOW

The scholarship is scheme is part of the Indian Government's effort to support human resource development
along with the overall socio-economic development of Nepal and its people.

T

The first shipment under the United Nations 'Transports Internationaux RoutiefdR)convention has arrived
in India from Afghanistan through the Chabahar Port of Iran.

WHAT IS THERANSPORTISITERNATIONAUROUTIERSCONVENTIOR

The Transports Internationaux Routiers is an international Convention aimed at harmonising
administrative formalities of international road transport.

The goods being moved through the TIR convention requires the goods to be outlined in a TIR carnet and sealed
in load compartments.

The customs officials only verify the carnet and check the seal without ieqg physical checking of the
contents.

This enables shipments to pass through countries without being opened at borders.

Reciprocal recognition of customs controls is at the heart of the TIR Convention.
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The convention enables a facilitative and non-intrusive environment for multi-modal transport of goods through
several countries.
India joined the TIR Convention in 2017.

WHAT ARE THE BENERDVFSTHEJONVENTIOR

The convention acts as a strong catalyst for moving goods using the multi-modal transportation route like
Chabahar and International North-South Transport (INSTC) Corridor.

The convention offers a great opportunity for the landlocked countries by providing seamless border cros
facilitation and intermodal capabilities.

The convention further aids in the implementation of the Trade facilitation agreement of the World Trade
Organisation.

ONE MUST KNOW

In India, Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI) has been appointed as the National

Issuing & Guaranteeing Association.

AFTER N 8 YEARLONGPROCES$RODEIURMERIEINALLYRECEIVEGI
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TAG

Erode Turmeric has finally received Gl tag from the Geographical Indication Registry after a long
cumbersome process which lasted for about 8 years.
Erode is the city in the state of Tamil Nadu.

(HARACTERISTICSERODETURMERIC THAT MAKESUNIQUE

Mean length of the fingers of Erode turmeric is about 4.15cm.

Mean circumference is about 3.03cm.

Mean bulb length of the mother rhizome is about 4.54cm.

Mean circumference is 6.54cm.

Erode Turmeric is golden yellow in colour with resistance to pests after boiling.

Erode turmeric contains 2.5 to 4.5% of curcumin content.Erode Turmeric is grown in hot moist conditions
prevalent in the area with temperature ranging from 20 degrees to 37.9 degrees Celsius with an average of 600
to 800 mm rainfall in an year.

ABOUTGEOGRAPHICANDICATION

Geographical Indication defines the goods as originating in the territory of a country or a region or locality in
that territory, provided a given quality reputation or other characteristics of the product are attributable to its
geographical origin.

The product that is to acquire Gl tag has to indicate that the product is of a particular origin has a certain quality
or reputation or some other characteristics which are essentially attributable to its geographical origin.
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(GOVERNMENT AFARNATAKALANS FORL.OUDSEEDING FOR THE
MONSOONS

1 Reeling under drought, the Government of Karnataka is planning for cloud seeding project to influencefthe
upcoming monsoon and capturas much water as possible from the rain clouds.

DETAILS

I The Government of Karnataka has called the tenders for cloud seeding operations to enhance rainfall during the
monsoons of 2019 and 2020.
I The cost is expected to be Rs 50 cr per year.

ABOUTO. OUDSEEDING

9 Cloud Seeding is a process of intervening chemically to induce precipitation rain or snow from clouds.
Rain occurs when moisture in the air reaches levels at which it can no longer be held.

=

 Cloud seeding aims to facilitate and accelerate the process by making available chemical 'nuclei' for
condensation to take place.
9 The agents used as nuclei are iodides of silver or potassium, dry ice (solid carbon dioxide), or liquid propane.

EARLIERFFORTS GRARNATAKA

1 Karnataka had undertaken a similar exereighrough Project Varshadhare in 2017.
9 The project was seen as a successful as the data suggested that rainfall was enhanced by 27.9% and there was

an extra inflow of 2.5 tmcft into Linganamakki reservoir.

9 This was a huge success because due to procedural delays and inconsistent monsoon season, the two planes
could only fly for 37 days.

9 Still, the results were able to address the scepticism about cloud seeding.

AFINDEXL9TO BE CONDUCTECHUNNE

1 Africalndia Joint Field Training Exercise (AFINEIBX between the Indian Armyand 16 African nations will
be conducted in Pune from March 18 to 27.

ABOUTAFINDEX 9:

9 10 personnel, each from the participating nations from the African continent and personnel of Maratha Light
Infantry of the Indian Army will participge in the joint exercise.
I The joint exercise would be held at Pune's Foreign Training Node at Aundh Military Station and College of
Military Engineering in Kirkee.

9 AFINDEX-19 aims to train the participating contingents in Humanitarian Mine Assistance (HMA) and Peace
Keeping Operations (PKO) under the United Nations Charter through practical and comprehensive discussions
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 Contingents from Egypt, Ghana, Nigeria, Senegal, Sudan, South Africa, Tanzania, Namibia, Mozambique,
Uganda, Niger & Zambia are part of the joint exercise together with officers from Rwanda, Democratic Republic

of Congo and Madagascar as Observers.

I The joint exercise will also focus on achieving interoperability, learning each other's methodologies and tactics
through synchronised operational level planning and tactical level training.

I  The joint exercise will also cover the dynamics of raising a Mission headquarters, nuances of establishing
military observer team sites in disturbed areas.

WHAT IS EXPECTED FRIBNVG JOIN EXERCISE

9 AFINDEX-19 is expected to greatly facilitate sharing of Indian Armed Forces experiences in United Nations Peace
Keeping operations with countries in Africa and shall significantly enhance relations with the African continent.

THE FAMOUSIRSISUPARI OIKARNATAKASETS THEITAG

9 Sirsi Supari of Karnataka has got the Gl tag by the Registrar of Geographical Indications.
9 Sirsi Supari is the first product from the Arecanut sector to get a Gl tag.

ABOUTSRSISUPARI

91 Sirsi Supari is cultivated in Yellapura, Siddapura and Sirsi taluks.
91 Sirsi Supari is medium in size, somewhat flat and rounded in shape, somewhat ash coloured, and has a hard seed

which makes it unique.

9 The Arecanut grown in Yellapura, Siddapura and Sirsi taluks have unique features like a round and flattened coin
shape, particular texture, size, cross-sectional views, taste, etc which are not seen in arecanut grown in any
other regions.

1 The average dry weight is 7.5 g and average thickness is 16 mm.

9 Sirsi Supari has a unique taste due to differences in chemical composition and the total average flavonoids
content in it is around 90 whereas in othes it is around 80

INTERESTING TO KNDW

9 The process to obtain the Gl tag was initiated some 6 years ago in 2013 and it took six years to gengt wil
scientific research proof to be submitted to prove its unigueness.

ABOUTGEOGRAPHICANDICATION

9 Geographical Indication defines the goods as originating in the territory of a country or a region or a locality in
that territory, provided a given reputation or other characteristics of the product are attributable to its

geographical origin.
9 The product to acquire Gl tag has to indicate that a product of is of a particular origin has a certain quality or
reputation or some other characteristics, which is essentially attributable to its geographical origin.
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ALLENGLANDOPENBADMINTONCHAMPIONSHIP2019

The Winners in the various categories of the All England Open Badminton Championships 2019 are:
Men's Singles: Japan's Kento Momota

Women's Singles: China's Chen Yufei
Men's Doubles: Indonesia's Mohammad Ahsan & Hendra Setiawan
Women's Doubles: China's Chen Qingchen & Jia Yifan.

O O O O O

Mixed Doubles: China's Zheng Siwei & Huang Yagiong

ABOUT THALLENGLANDOPENBADMINTONCHAMPIONSHIPS

All England Open Badminton Championships held annually in England is the world's oldest badminton

tournament.

The genesis of the tournament can be traced to open tournament held in the English town of Guildford in 1898,
the success of this tournament paved the way for the All England’s inaugural edition, which was held at
London’s Horticultural Halls in 1899.

STUDENTS dET DEVELOP ANMAGEPROCESSINAPPLICATION

Students of IIT- Kharagpur have devised a code for a smartphone application to address the problem of

detecting fake Indian currency.
They displayed this solution at the Smart India Hackathon 2019.

ABOUT THE SOLUTIONVEEOPED BY THE STNDE

Students of I[IT Kharagpur have developed an Image Processing Application which can detect counte
currency.

A user can upload a currency note image and the mobile app would verify its authenticity using 25 features
extracted from the front and rear side of currency note.
If the app finds the discrepancies with the features it reports about the failure checkpoints.

ABOUTSMARTINDIAHACKATHOR(019:

Smart India Hackathon 2019 organised by Ministry of Human Resource and Development in association with
AICTE, i4c and Persistent Systems provided a unique Open Innovation Model for identifying new and disruptive
technology innovations to solve the challenges faced in the country.

SMARTINDIAHACKATHON AIMED TO

Harness creativity & expertise of students

Spark institute-level hackathons

Build funnel for the 'Startup India' campaign

Crowdsource solutions for improving governance and quality of life

Provide an opportunity for citizens to provide innovative solutions to India’s daunting problems.
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Smart India Hackathon 2019 together with earlier editions in 2017 and 2018 proved to be extremely successful
in promoting innovation, out-of-the-box thinking in young minds, especially engineering students from across
India.

GLOBAIENVIRONMENOUTLOOKREPORT

The United Nations Environment Programme has released the Global Environment Outlook 2019.

THE REPORT MAKES F@ELOWING OBSERVANSOABOUINDIA

India could save at least $3 trillion (Rs 210 trillion approx.) in healthcare costs if India implements p
initiatives which are consistent with ensuring that the globe didn't heat up beyond 1.5 degrees Celsius bJ
turn of the century.

Among India's commitments under INDC, India is on track to achieve the target of lowering the emission
intensity of its GDP by 33-35% compared to 2005 levels by 2030 and increasing the total cumulative electricity
generation from fossil-free energy sources to 40% by 2030.

licy
the

To achieve the goal to limit the global temperature increase to 1.5 degrees Celcius, India needs to abahdon

plans to build new coafired power plants.

ONE MUST KNOW

The Paris Accord of 2015 aims to keep global temperature rise this century well b2ldegrees Celsius abovg

pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase even further to 1.5 degregs

Celsius.
But there has been limited progress by countries since then in committing to greenhouse gas emissions cut.

WHOLESALBPRICHNFLATIONROSE INEBRUARY

The Wholesale Price Index is released by the Office of Economic Advisor (D&#grtment of Industrial
Policy and Promotion, Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

ABOUT THMVHOLESALPRICHNDEX FEBRUARY019:

Inflation based on wholesale prices rose to 2.93% in February over January 2019 due to hardening of prices of

primary articles, fuel and power.

Wholesale Price Index (WPI) based inflation stood at 2.76% in January 2019 and it was 2.74% during February
2018.

Inflation of primary articles, which includes kitchen essentials like potato, onion, fruits, and milk increased to
4.84 per cent during the month, as as against 3.54 in January.

Wholesale-based price inflation for 'fuel and power' segment increased to 2.23 per cent in February as against
1.85 per cent in January 2019.

ONE MUST KNOW
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The Base year for the calculation of the Wholesale Price Index is 2211

In the WPI index, Primary Articles have a weightage of 22.62 per cent, Fuel and Power have a weightgge of

13.15 per cent and Manufactured Products have a weightage of 64.23%.

WORLDCONSUMERIGHTDAY CELEBRATED WITH THHEME OF
"TRUSTESMARTPRODUCTS

March 15 every year is celebrated as World Consumer Rights Day.

DETAILS

The theme of the World Consumer Rightsyp2019 is Trusted Smart Products
The theme aims to highlight what consumers want and need from a connected world and how important it is to
put them at the heart of the development of these digital products and services.

(GENESIS OF TMZORLDCONSUMERRIGHTAY:

The genesis of the World Consumer Rights Day can be traced to the special message to the US Congfess

15th March 1962 by President John F Kennedy.

The special message was probably the first formal address about consumer rights by a World Leader.

The first World Consumer Rights Day was celebrated at 1983 and since then every year March 15 is cele
as World Consumer Rights Day.

World Consumer Rights Day aims to highlight that rights of all consumers are respected and protected and to
protest against market abuses and social injustices which undermine those rights.

CONSUMERRIGHTS INNDIA

The Consumer Protection Act 1986 gives 6 basic rights to the consumers:
Right to choose the product.

Right to be protected from all kind of hazardous goods.

Right to be informed about the performance and quality of all products.

Right to be heard in all decision-making processes related to consumer interests.
Right to seek redressal, whenever consumer rights have been infringed.

O O O O O O

Right to complete consumer education.

PRESIDENRAM NATHKOVIND INAUGURATHHINEN GUJARAT

The Festival of Innovation & Entrepreneurship (FINE) was inaugurated by President Ram Nath Kovi
Grambharti near Gandhinagar in Gujarat.
On the occasion, the President conferred 10th Biennial National Grassroots Innovation Awards.

ABOUT THEESTIVAL ORNOVATION: ENTREPRENEURSHIP
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I The Festival of Innovation & Entrepreneurship is an initiative of the Office of the President of Indigf to
recognise, respect and reward grassroots innovations doster a supportive ecosystem.

I The Festival of Innovation & Entrepreneurship is organised by the President's office in association jvith
National Innovation Foundatiorindia and Department of Science & Technology.

I The Festival of Innovation & Entrepreneurp aims to provide a platform to the innovators for building the
linkages with potential stakeholders whose support can improve their prospects in the coming years for ghe
larger social good.

9 The Festival helps in promoting lateral learning and linkages among the innovators to enrich the ecosystem for

new India.

ONE MUST KNOW

9 The Festival of Innovation & Entrepreneurship provides a window to the creative and innovative solutions for
social development through grassroots innovations, student ideas and other technologies for agriculture, rural
development, sanitation, health, women and child development, biotechnology and medical innovation for
grassroots by providing a large number of open technological and other solutions for the developing and
developed world.

SFECIAOLYMPICSNORLDGAMES INAUGURATEDABU DHABI
9 The Special Olympics World Games 2019 were inaugurated in Abu Dhabi, capital of U.A.E.

DETAILS

9 The Special Olympics World Games 2019 are being hosted by the cities of Abu Dhabi and Dubai in the United
Arab Emirates.

9 For the first time, the Special Olympics are being held in the Middle East and North Africa region.

9 The host UAE had introduced the term "people of determination" as part of a new National Strategy for
Empowering People with Disabilities.

ABOUT THEPECIAKOLYMPICS

9 Special Olympics is a global movement of people creating a new world of inclusion, where every single person is
accepted and welcomed, regardless of their ability or disability.

1 The Special Olympics are held every two yearsl alternates between summer and winter.

9 Previous Special Olympics were held in Austria (2017) and the next Special Olympics will be held in Syeder
(2021).

9 The motto of Special Olympics "Let me win. But if | cannot win, let me brave in the attempt.", embodies what

every athlete wants to pursue in life by dispelling the myth that children with intellectual disabilities must be
confined behind the walls of unique and uncommon societies.
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GEOGRAPHICANDICATIONREGISTRY APPROVERAG FOR COFFEE
VARIETIES

I The Geographical Indications Registry has approved the Geographical Indication (GI) tag| for
coffee varieties vizCoorg Arabica Coffee, Wayanad Robust Coffee, Chikmagalur Arabica Coffee, Araku Yalley
Arabica Coffee and Bababudangiri Arabica Coffee.

ABOUTCOORGARABICACOFFEE

Coorg Arabica Coffee is grown specifically in Kodagu district in Karnataka.

Kodagu district of Karnataka is famous for Coffee cultivation.
The Arabica coffees from Coorg are lightly acidic with a mild flavour and strong aroma.
The unique biotic and abiotic conditions provide uniqueness to the Coffee grown in the region of Kodagu.

= =4 =4 -4 =4

The broader landscape provides it with a unique aroma and flavour to the coffee when roasted.

ABOUTWAYANADROBUSTAOFFEE

Wayanad Robusta Coffee is grown both as a pure crop and as mixed crop along with pepper in the Wayanad

region of Kerala.
I Wayanad produces almost around 90% of Kerala's Coffee produce and forms the backbone of the coffee
economy of Kerala.

ABOUTHIKMAGALURRABICAOOFFEE

Chikmagalur Arabica Coffee is grown in Chikmagalur district, Karnataka.

It is the region in India where the coffee cultivation first began.

About Bababudangiri Arabica Coffee:

Bababudangiri Arabica Coffee is grown in the Bababudangiri region of Karnataka.
Bababudangiri in Chikmanglur District of Karnataka is where the coffee was first grown in India.
The coffee grown here is known for its unique flavour and aroma.

=A =4 4 4 -8 4 -4

Selectively hand-picked and processes by natural fermentation, the cup exhibits full body, acidity, mild flavour
and striking aroma with a note of chocolate which makes it unique.

ABOUTARAKUWVALLEYARABICADOFEEE

9 Araku Valley Arabica Coffee has a pleasant acidity with a citrus note of grapefruit and a mild jaggery-like
sweetness with light to medium strength.
9 Itis grown in the regions of Visakhapatnam district in Andhra Pradesh and Koraput district in Odisha.

GOACHIEAMINISTERPASSEAWAYAFTERBATTLENITHPANCREATIC
CANCER
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National Mourning Today. Prime Minister Modi to attend Last Rites

9 Goa Chief Minister Manoar Parrikar, a former defence minister who had been battling a pancreatic ailmgnt
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for over a year, died at his private residence on Sunday.

DETAILS

Manohar Parrikar was 63.

The health of Parrikar, a technocrat-turned-politician and BJP stalwart, took a turn for the worse in the past two
days after his medical condition fluctuated for over a year.

The fourterm chief minister was flown to the US for treatment in March last year.

A widower, Parrikar is survived by his two sons and their families.

The CentralGovernment announced National Mourning on Monday.

Several top leaders, including Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Nitin Gadkari, Amit Shah and Rajnath Singlj will

be in Goa on Monday to attend Manohar Parrikar's last rites.
PM Modi condoled the death of Parrikar, hailing him as an "unparalleled leader".

ABOUTMANOHARPARRIKAR

Born on December 13, 1955 into a midditass family, his political career began as an RSS pracharak an§l he

continued working for the Sangh even after graduating from-Bémbay as a metllurgical engineer.

Parrikar entered electoral politics in 1994 when he won on a BJP ticket from Panaji constituency.

He was the defence minister from November 2014 to March 2017 during the tenure of Prime Mini
Narendra Modi.

Manohar Parrikar was a leader who enjoyed acceptance from all sections of the BJP and beyond.

He played a key role in making the BJP a force to reckon with in Goa, which remained for long a Congress
bastion, with regional outfits having pockets of influence.

I T KHARAGPUR SIGNS MOU WITHGDAC

IIT Kharagpur has signed an MoU with Centre for Development of Advanced ComputiBg\QJ to set up a
1.3 Petaflop highperformance computing facility and data centre funded under the National Supercomputi
Mission.

DETAILS

The new supercomputing system would be used for specific challenge domains like cryptography, chemistry,
molecular dynamics, drug discovery, artificial intelligence and data sciences where the new system would be
utilized.

WHAT ISPETAH OF?

PetaFlop is the measurement of computing power based on the frequency of mathematical calculations that can

be done per second.
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ABOUT THBRIATIONALSUPERCOMPUTINGISSION

9 National Supercomputing Mission initiated in 2015 is being implemented and steered jointly by the Department
of Science and Technology (DST) and Department of Electronics and Information Technology (DeitY) at an
estimated cost of Rs.4500 crore over a period of seven years.

OBJECTIVES OF TNETIONAISUPERCOMPUTINGISSION

9 The Mission envisages empowering India's national academic and R&D institutions spread by installing a vast
supercomputing grid comprising of more than 70 high-performance computing facilities.
9 To bring supercomputing within the reach of the large Scientific & Technology community in the country.

9 To provide a significant qualitative and quantitative improvement in R&D and higher education in the disciplines
of Science & Technology.
I To enable the country with a capacity of solving multi-disciplinary grand challenge problems.

HRSTWORKSHOP ON THEVEDPMENT OF THEMFORGANIZED

I NITI Aayog in association with the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) organized the
first workshop on the development of the India Energy Modelling Forum (IEMF).
I The workshop was organized under the Sustainable Growth Pillar of the India-U.S. Strategic Energy Partnership.

ABOUT THIENDIAENERGWIODELLINGORUM

9 IEMF is envisaged as a pan-stakeholder platform for debating ideas, scenario-planning & discussing India's

energy future.

9 IEMF seeks to provide a platform for leading experts and policymakers to study important energy and
environmental issues and ensure the induction of modelling and analysis in the informed decision-making
process.

1 IEMF aims to improve cooperation and coordination between modelling teams, the Government of India,
knowledge partners and think-tanks, build the capacity of Indian institutions, and identify issues for joint
modelling activities and future areas of research.

INTERESTING TO KNDW

9 The workshop featured eight expert sessions which saw discussions around the various aspects of setting up an
India-centric energy modelling platform and was attended by various Central Government Ministries and

Agencies.

ABOUT THINDIAU.S.STRATEGIENERGYARTNERSHIP

9 India-U.S. Strategic Energy Partnership affirms the strategic importance of energy cooperation to the U.S.-India
bilateral relationship and sets the stage for deeper and more meaningful engagements through government and

industry channels.
1 Under the Strategic Partnership, the Ueid States and India will pursue four primary pillars of cooperation:
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Oil and Gas
Power and Energy Efficiency
Renewable Energy and Sustainable Growth
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A CASE OMVESTNILEVIRUS DETECTEDKERELA

A sevenyear-old in Kerala has been detected with the WeNlile Virus.The Central Government has sent the
team to the state and is monitoring the case closely.

ABOUT THEWESTNILEVIRUS:

West Nile Virus is a viral infection which typically spread by mosquitoes and results in neurological disea
well as dath in people.

The Virus is the member of the flavivirus genus and belongs to the Japanese encephalitis antigenic complex of
the family Flaviviridae.

It was first detected in a woman in the West Nile district of Uganda in 1937 and was later identifiedrdsb
(crows and Columbiformes) in the Nile delta region in 1953.

HOW IS THE DISEASRERL?

The disease spreads through mosquito bites.

Mosquitoes are infected when they feed on infected birds.

The virus then circulates in blood and multiplies.

The virus also travels to salivary glands from where it is injected into humans as well as animals through
mosquito bites.

There have been no reports of human-to-human transmission through casual contact till date.

But a small proportion of human infections have reported through organ transplant, blood transfusions and
breast milk while one case of transplacental.

SYMPTOMS OWESTNILEVIRUS

People infected with WNV suffer from fever, headache, fatigue, body aches, nausea, vomiting, occasionally with

a skin rash (on the trunk of the body) and swollen lymph glands.
In case of severe West Nile disease, the patient suffers from headache, high fever, neck stiffness, disorientation,
stupor, coma, tremors, convulsions, muscle weakness and paralysis.

ONE MUST KNOW

One in 150 persons infected with the virus will develop a severe form of the disease, according to the World
Health Organisation (WHO).
There are no vaccines to prevent or medications to treat the infection.
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RUSSIANSOYUZSPACECRAFRKIUCCESSFULID®OCKED AISS

1 Russan Soyuz spacecraft carrying NASA Astronaut Nick Hague and Christina Koch, and Cosmonaut [Alexe
Ovchinin successfully docked at the International Space Station.

ONE MUST KNOW

{ Russian Crew members are called as Cosmonauts.

ABOUT THEOYUZSPACECRAET

I Soyuzs a Russian Spacecraft that carries people and supplies to and from the International Space Statiol.

I Soyuz Spacecrafts also function as lifeboats and one Soyuz spacecraft is always docked to the space tatior
so that in case of emergency the crew carium to earth through the spacecraft.

I After the retirement of the space shuttle in 2011, the Soyuz spacecraft has become the sole means of
transportation for crew members going to or returning from the orbiting laboratory.

ABOUT THINTERNATIONARPACESTATION

1 The International Space Station is a habitable artificial satellite in low Earth orbit.

I The ISS maintains an orbit with an altitude of between 330 and 435 km (205 and 270 miles) by means pf re
boost manoeuvres and circles the Earth in roughly 92 ntesiand completes 15.5 orbits per day.

I The ISS programme is a joint project between five participating space agencies: NASA (United Sthtes)
Roscosmos (Russia), JAXA (Japan), ESA (Europe) and CSA (Canada).

9 The ISS serves as a microgravity and space environment research laboratory in which crew members conduct

experiments in biology, human biology, Physics, Astronomy, meteorology, and other fields.

SBIICICIHDF@ANKWILLCONTINIUE TEREMAIND-SIBS

1 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced that S8BTl land HDFC Bank would continue as Domegtic
Systemically Important Banks ¢(BIBs) for 2018.

ABOUTD-SIBs

I The recognition as Domestic Systemically Important BanksS(Bs) implies that banks are too big to fail anfl
this creates an expectation of governmé support for them in times of financial distress.

9 Asaresult, these banks enjoy certain advantages in funding markets.

9 Inclusion in the list gives additional comfort to investors that these banks won't be allowed to fail and therefore,

borrowing costs of these banks from the markets are cheaper than their peers.

9 Inclusion in D-SIB also implies that the failure of any of these banks would have a cascading effect on the Indian
financial system.

9 These D-SIBs are required to maintain an additional common equity requirement based on the bucket in which a

D-SIB is placed.
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9 SBI in the third bucket was setting aside 0.45 per cent of its assets as an additional capital requiremen{ and
have to set aside 0.60 per cent of its riskeighted assets now.
9 ICICI Bank and BFC which are in the fifth bucket are required to set aside 0.20 per cent Bank's cayjital
requirement from the current 0.15 per cent.

ONE MUST KNOW

9 RBI had initiated the recognition as D-SIBs from 2015 and places these banks in appropriate buckets depending

upon their Systemic Importance Scores (SISs).

PINAKICHANDRAGHOSE TO BE THRSTLOKPAL OBNDIA

9 The name of former Supreme Court Judge Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose has been cleared by the Lokpal
Selection Committee headed by Prime Minister Narendra diilo

9 The notification for the appointment is expected to be released soon.

9 Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose would be the first Lokpal of India.

FEATURES OF THBKPAIACT2013:

I The Lokpal Act provides for setting up of an awtrruption ombudsman called Lokpadt the Centre and
Lokayukta at the Statdevel.

9 The Lokpal would consist of a chairperson and a maximum of eight members of which 50 per cent shall be

judicial members.

1 50 per cent of members of Lokpal shall be from SC/ST/OBCs, minorities and women.

9 The ambit of Lokpal would cover all categories of public servants, including the Prime Minister with the
exception of armed forces.

9 The Lokpal Act mandated the states to institute Lokayukta within one year of the commencement of the Act.

1 Lokpal will also have gwers of superintendence and direction over any investigatiagency including CBI for}
cases referred to them by the Lokpal.

91 Lokpal is appointed based on the recommendation of the fiwember panel comprising the Prime Minister
the Lok Sabha Speaker, thieeader of the Opposition the Chief Justice of India and an eminent jurst
nominated by the President.

9 President would appoint the eminent jurist based on the recommendations of the other members of the panel.

ONE MUST KNOW

9 The government has proposed an amendment to the Lokpal Act 2013 to enable the leader of the largest

Opposition party to be the member of the selection panel in the absence of the leader of Opposition.

9 To designate the leader as Leader of Opposition the largest opposition party must have a strength of at least
10% of the total members in the House none of the parties managed to cross this mark in 2014 general
elections.
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PRAMODSAWANT OBJPTAKEOATH ASSOACHIEAMINISTER

1 Pramod Sawant of BJP took oath as the Chief Minister of Goa irrangeny held at 2am, as the saffron party
managed to keep its allies together after hectic negotiations all through the day.

MOREDETAILS

I The 45year-old takes over from former defence minister and fodime CM of Goa Manohar Parrikar, wha
was cremated athe Miramar beach on Monday.
I The crucial transition of power in the coastal state necessitated by Parrikar's death on Sunday capped frenzied

political developments, with the Congress too staking claim to power.

1 The new government has two deputy chief mitess, Goa Forward Party chief Vijai Sardesai ard
Maharashtrawadi Gomantak Party MLA Sudin Dhavalikar, from the two small parties backing BJP ir] the
coastal state.

I Michael Lobo, currently the deputy speaker, will be speaker till a new one is elected.

I Sawant, along with union minister Nitin Gadkari, went to stake claim to form the government after midnight as
power-sharing talks with the alliance partners continued till late.

AFGHANISTAREGISTERS IFRRSTIESTORICKEWIN

Tim Murtagh of Ireland also makes unique world record!

9 Afghanistan's cricket team claimed a historic first Test win on Monday as they beat Ireland by seven wickets.

DETAILS

I Rahmat Shah and Ihsanullah Janat scored fifties for theataan country as they chased down 147 for victor
on day four in Dehradun, India.
9 Afghanistan were steered to their target by a 139-run partnership between Shah, who made 76, and debutant

=

4

Janat, who hit an unbeaten 65.

9 Shah, a top-order batsman, registered his second fifty of the match after making 98 in Afghanistan's first innings
score of 314.

I  With three needed to win, Afghanistan lost Shah and then Mohammad Nabi in successive deliveries before
Hashmatullah Shahidi came to the crease and hit the winning boundary to trigger celebrations in the
Afghanistan camp.

9 Ace spinner Rashid Khan, who is second in the ICCdayeinternational rankings, had played a key role in th§
historic win by taking five wickets on Sunday's day three to help dismiss Ireland for 288 in their segpnd
innings.

i It was Afghanistan's seconidlest outing after making their debut last year when they lost to India inside twp
days in Bangalore.

14

INTERSTING TO KNOW
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For Ireland, Tim Murtaghstood out with scores of 54 not out and 27 batting at number 11, making him the only
number 11 batsman in thdistory of test cricket to score more than 25 runs in two innings of a test match.

SBIBRINGLCARDLESATMWITHDRAWAL WITHY ONOCASH

India's largest Bank State Bank of India (SBI) has announced the launch of YONO Cash through
customers can withdrawmoney from ATMs without using a card.

How DOES THEARDLESSASHWITHDRAWAL WORK

This Cardless Cash Withdrawal process works with two-factor authentication and eliminates the risk of skimming

and cloning.

The customers have to set a 6-digit Yono PIN for withdrawing cash through the Yono app.

Once the process is initiated the customer will receive a 6-digit reference code via SMS, which will then have to
be entered into a Yono Cash Point.

The cash withdrawal must be completed within the next 30 minutes at an ATM using both the PIN and the
reference number.

ATMs enabled with this service will be termed as Yono Cash Point.

SGNIFICANCE OF THNSTIATIVE

This cardless cash withdrawal will address the concerns over using debit cards at ATMs for cash withdrawals by

eliminating the possible associated risksand also maximizes convenience and enhances the banking experience
for its customers.

INDIAN WRITERAGHUKARNADWINSWINDHAM-CAMPBELIPRIZE

Indian Writer Raghu Karnad has won the Windhabampbell Prize of $000in the noniction category for
his debut book The Farthest Field: An Indian Story Of The Second World War.

MOREDETAILS

Karnad is one of the eight winners chosen across four categories- fiction, non-fiction, drama and poetry.

The other awardee in the non-fiction category was American writer Rebecca Solnit for the diverse body of work
she has produced over her career.

Raghu Karnad is the second Indian to receive the award.

Earlier in 2016, Jerry Pinto had won the award for his ne\&in And The Bigloom.

ABOUT THEVINDHAMCAMPBELIPRIZE

The WindhamCampbell Prize is administered by the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library at
University in the US and was established in 2013.
The award was constituted with the generous gift from writer DodaWindham in memory of his partner

Sandy Campbell.
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9 The jury selects two winners each for each of the category- fiction, non-fiction, drama and poetry.

SCOO HOLD ITS FIRSTNDMILITARY EXERESARYARKAANTITERROR

Shanghai Coogration Organisation (SCO) is a permanent intergovernmental international organization aimed at:

=

2019

The SCO member states Chinaz&lehstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistang and Pakistan
will participate in a joint counterterrorism exercise 'SanArka-Antiterror 2019' to be held in the grasslands o
Kazakhstan in the Sary Arka region

DETAILS

The decision to hll SaryArka-Antiterror 2019, the first joint military exercise of Shanghai CooperatiT
Organisation was announced at during the 34th meeting of the RATS council held in Tashkent, Uzbekistaij.

The meeting also announced holding of the first joint border operation- Solidarity 2019-2021.

ABOUT THRAT SCOUNCIL

The Regional ArdTerrorist Structure (RATS) of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization is a permanent O
which serves to promote cooperation of member states against three evils of terrorism, separatand
extremism.

RATS established in June 2004 is engaged in furthering cooperation and ties between member countries on
concerns of terrorism, security, drug trafficking, crime and cyber warfare.

ABOUT THEHANGHACOOPERATIONRGANISATION

Strengthening mutual trust and neighbourliness among the member states.

Promoting their effective cooperation in politics, trade, economy, research, technology and culture as well as in
education, energy, transport, environmental protection, and other areas.

Making joint efforts to maintain and ensure peace, security and stability in the region.

Moving towards the establishment of a democratic, fair and rational new international political and economic
order.

A LOOK IN THE HISTORY

The genesis of the SCO can be traced to the Shanghai Five mechanism created in 1996 of which the
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia and Tajikistan were members.
Later Uzbekistan was admitted to the grouping.

In 2001 the declaration of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation was signed.
In 2015 India and Pakistan were admitted to the grouping and they joined the grouping officially in 2017.
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NGTDIRECTS PCBOPREPARKOISEPOLLUTIONMAPS

9 The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed the Central Pollution Control Board(CPCB) to prepare ajnoise
pollution map and remedial action plan to solve the issue of noise pollution across the country.

About the NGT Order:

i CPCB has been directed to prepaa noise pollution map and identify hotspots and categorise the cities wigh
specified hotspots and propose a remedial action plan.

Noting the establishment of the noise monitoring mechanism in seven cities, NGT asked CPCB to consider
setting up of such mechanisms in all cities where noise pollution is beyond permissible limits.

I Further, the police departments of all the States and Union Territories are asked to obtain the noise monitoring
devices within a period of three months and specification of such devices may be finalised in consultation with
the respective state PCBs and pollution control committees.

1 NGT asked for setting up of public address systems with equipment that can monitor the noise pollufion
parameters and alert authorities once the presbed limits are crossed.

NGTS OBSERVATION

1 NGT noted that the absence of implementation of noise pollution norms affects the health of citizeps,
especially infants and senior citizens.

BRITISHARMY TO CREATESRECIALISEBURKHANFANTRBATTALION

9 The Brish Army has announced that it would create a new Specialised Infantry Battalion by recruiting mjpre
than 800 Nepalese Gurkha servicepersons.
9 Gurkhas have completed 200 years of service in the British Army and currently, they comprise up to 3% of the

British Army.

GURKHA AND THERITISHARMY.

9 During the Anglo-Nepalese War of 1814-16, Gorkha Kingdom had inflicted heavy casualties on the British Army

even though they had lost the war.

9 British India decided to recruit these soldiers starting in 1815 and the Gurkhas have fought on the side of the
British Empire in almost every war, including both World Wars.

9 After the Indian Independence in 1947, as per the Britdidia-Nepal Tripartite Agreement 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th
8th, and 10th Gurkha Rifles regiments wereségned to India, and the 2nd, 6th, 7th, and 10th were assigngd
regiments to Britain.

1 Further India created 11th Gurkha Rifles regiment to accommodate the Gurkhas who refused to depart Jvith
the now-British regiments.

9 British later amalgamated the 2nd, 6tlvth, and 10th battalions into Royal Gurkha Rifles (RGR) regiment.

9 The Gurkhas are recruited every year by the British Army and Gurkhas are held in high esteem in the British
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Khukri, the signature weapon of Gurkhas forms part of the Gurkha regimeitaignia in Britain as well as inf
India.

Gurkhas have the same service conditions as the regular British Army, with the option of British citizenjhip

upon retirement.

UPBEGINELENSUS OBTTERS IN THELIBHITTIGERRESERVE

For the first time, Uttar Pradds is taking a census of Otters in its protected aredbe census has begun in th¢
Pilibhit Tiger Reserve (PTR).

SGNIFICANCE AT TERS

Otters live on fish and spend much of its time in or close to water bodies.

A thriving population of Otters means a healthy ecosystem.

A growing or healthy population of Otters means the water bodies are pollutivee.

Clean water bodies mean a healthy ecosystem of the forest.

Otters thriving and getting sufficient food to eat means the water bodies in the reserve are fin@state and
the aquatic life in them is healthy.

INDIA IS HOME T®OF THEL3 SPECIES OF OTTERSNEDWORLDWIDE

Eurasian Otter (Lutra lutra) - IUCN status: Near Threatened.

Smooth-coated Otter (Lutra perspicillata) - IUCN status: Vulnerable.
Small-clawed Otter (Aonyx cinereus) - IUCN status: Vulnerable.

ABOUTPILIBHITTIGERRESERV.E

Pilibhit Tiger Reserve spreads across Pilibhit district, Lakhimpur Kheri District and Bahraich District of Uttar
Pradesh.
The Northern edge of the reserve lies along the India-Nepal border while the southern boundary is marked by

the river Sharada and Khakra.

Pilibhit Tiger Reserve is home to habitat for over 127 animals, 326 bird species and 2,100 flowering plants.

The reserve is home to a myriad of wild animals including the endangered tiger, swamp deer, Bengal florican,
hog deer, leopard, etc.

The large carnivores are supported by a very large prey base consisting of cheetal, sambar, wild boar, hog deer,
swamp deer, blue bull, etc.

The bird life is very rich and diverse and hundreds of species of birds can be seen around.

TO STOBRFAKENEWS WHATAPP TONORK WITHNASSCOM

WhatsApp and National Association of Software and Services Companies (Nasscom) have decided td
together to impart digital literacy for curbing the meree of fake news befor¢he generalelections.

www.BankExamsTodacom _

worl



I (/o 7+ CK DiGESmRCH 2019

=

WHAT IFAKENEWS

Fake News are the stories which appear to be news, spread on the internet or other social media, usually
created to influence political views or as a joke.

TRAINING FOR IMPARTGNDIGITAL LIRACY TO CURBKENEWS

WhatsApp and NASSCOM Foundation will train nearly 1,00,000 Indians to spot false information and prd
tips and tricks to stay safe on WhatsApp.
The training curriculum involves real-world anecdote tools that can be used to verify a forwarded message and

actions that users can take including reporting problematic content to fact checkers and other law enforcement
agencies will be disseminated in multiple regional languages.

The training is aimed at educating people throughout India to be mindful of the messages they receive and to
verify the facts before forwarding.

The training will be imparted by volunteers from NASSCOM Foundation through "each one teach tr;]ee"

campaign that mandates every volunteer to share their learnings withrée more persons leading to
network effect.

Further to enhance the reach of the campaign volunteers will post their takeaways from the workshops on their
social media handles.

OVERALL AIM OF THETMTIVE

The initiative is aimed at eliminating the miscreants who entice anger and hatred by spreading false and
doctored information through technology platform.

SAILHASLAUNCHEDSMARTGARBAGHINS

vide

Steel Authority of India Ltd (SAIL) has launched smart garbage bins made of stainless steel which inteqrates

technology for smart waste management

ABOUT THEMARTGARBAGIBINS

The Smart Garbage Bins will send signals to the garbage collection vehicle about thego'filosition of the
bin. This provides for better cleaning cleaning and lower human interventi

These Smart Garbage Bins made up of SAIL SALEM stainless steel will be installed in underground Rei[force

Cement Concrete (RCC) pits at the Smart Garbage Station. This will help prevent the spread of stin
diseases.

There will be separate bins for recyclable and non-recyclable wastes.

The pits will be covered with a pit cover fabricated out of stainless steel slip-free sheets.

Suitable openings on the pit cover will be provided to allow the sanitation crew to dump the collected garbage
into the stainless steel bins placed underground.
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9 10T (Internet of Things) enabled Gazelle sensors on the pit cover will transmit signals to the collection vehicle
about the "fill-up" position.
9 Compactor will lift the stainless steel bins from the underground pits and empty the garbage into the compactor

vehicle.

ONE MUST KNOW

9 Initially, these Smart Garbage Bins will be placed at one each at Kamala Nagar in North and BhikajiCamajPlac
in South Delhi.

9 SAIlLis looking for other municipalities as well as metro cities to take this initiative further.

9 SAIL is looking to take up production of stainless steel garbage bins on a commercial scale depending upon the
response.

INDIA ANDUSWILLSGN ANAGREEMENT TO FACIDMIEAHE EXCHANGE DF
BCREPORT

I Both India and the US willign an agreement to facilitate the exchange of countby-country (CbC) reports
filed by the ultimate parent corporations based in either of the countries.

WHAT DOESOUNTRYBY-COUNTRYREPORTS REQUIRE

The Country-By-Country Reports requires multinational companies to provide information about:
The name of each country where it operates.

The names of all its subsidiaries and affiliates in these countries.

The performance of each subsidiary and affiliate, without exception.

The tax charge in its accounts of each subsidiary and affiliate in each country.

Details of the cost and net book value of its fixed assets in each country.

= =4 =4 -4 -4 -4 4

Details of its gross and net assets for each country.

MOREDETAILS

9 Section 286 of the Income-tax Act, 1961 requires Indian subsidiaries of multinational companies to provide
details of key financial statements from jurisdictions where they operate.

9 This provides the I-T Department with a better operational view of such companies, primarily with regards to
revenue and income tax paid.

9 The proposed agreement will enable both India and the US to exchange CbC Reports filed by the ultimate parent
entities of International Groups in the respective jurisdictions.

9 As aresult, Indian constituent entities of international groups headquartered in the USA, who have already filed
CbC Reports in the USA, would not be required to do local filing of the CbC Reports of their international groups
in India and vice versa.

www.BankExamsTodacom




I (/o 7+ CK DiGESmRCH 2019

KARENUHLENBECBECOMEHSHRSTWOMAN TOWIN THEPRESTIGIOUS
ABELPRIZE

I US Mathematican Karen Uhlenbeck has been chosen for the Abel Prize 2019 for her fundamental wolk in
geometric analysis and gauge theory, which has dramatically changed nththematicallandscape.

DETAILS

9 Karen Uhlenbeck's theories have revolutionised the understanding of minimal surfaces, such as those formed by
soap bubbles, and more general minimization problems in higher dimensions.

9 Karen Uhlenbeck is the first woman to win the prestigious Abel Prize.

9 With this feat, women took another step forward in the still male-dominated world of science.

ABOUT THABLEPRIZE

9 Able Prize established by the Oslo government in 2002 honour outstanding scientific work in the field of
mathematics, a discipline not included among the Nobel awards.

Able Prize is named after the 19ttentury Norwegian mathematician Niels Henrik Abel.

Able Prize comes with a monetary award of 6 million Norwegian Kroner (NOK).

The sole Indian recipient of the Able Prize is Indian American mathematician S. R. Srinivasa Varadhan.

=A =4 =4 =4

He was awarded for his fundamental contributions to probability theory and in particular for creating a unified
theory of large deviation.

JAPANESEPACECRAMIAYABUSZ2 PROBERASTEROIRYUGU

9 Japanese spacecraft, Hayabusa2 has surveyed asteroid Ryugu's surface and landed multitie pobbes on
its rocky terrain.

HNDINGS OF THE PROBE

9 Asteroid Ryugu is far drier than expected.

9 Ryugu is quite young (by asteroid standards), at around 100 million years old, this suggests its parent body was
much largely devoid of water, too.

9 Ryugu has an oblate "spinning top" shape, which suggests that the rocky body may have once spun at twice its
current rate.

9 Hayabusa2 has completed the touchdown manoeuvre to collect samples from Ryugu's surface, which will be
brought back to Earth in a return capsule in late 2020.

ABOUTHAYABUSZ2:

1 Hayabusa2 is an asteroid sampieturn mission of the Japanese space agency, JAXA.

9 Itis the successor of Hayabusa which had returned asteroid samples in 2010.
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20THMARCHIELEBRATED NSTERNATIONADAY OFHAPPINESZ019

Hayabusa2 arrived at Ryugu on 27 June 2018 and would survey the asteroid Ryugu for a year and a half during
which time it will also collect samples.
The mission plan is expected to depart in December 2019 and return the samples to Earth in December 2020.

ABOUTASTEROIRYUGU

Asteroid Ryugu is a near-Earth object and a potentially hazardous asteroid of the Apollo group.

Asteroid Ryugu is a primitive carbonaceous near-Earth asteroid. Asteroid Ryugu is expected to preserve the most
pristine materials in the Solar System, a mixture of minerals, ice, and organic compounds that interact with each
other.

The studies of Asteroid Ryugu is expected to provide additional knowledge on the origin and evolution of the
inner planets and, in particular, the origin of water and organic compounds on Earth and all relevant to the
origin of life on Earth.

INDIA ANDSRILANKA TACONDUCTIOINTMILITAREXERCISE

India and Sri Lanka will conduct joint military exercise Mitra Shakti VI from 26 March to 8 April in Sri Lankd].

ABOUTMITRAHAKTVI:

At the military exercise Mitra Shakti VI, Indiwould be represented by the Bihar Regiment. Gemunu Watg¢h

Battalion of Sri Lankan Army will be representing the Sri Lankan side.

The exercise aims to build and promote close relations between armies of both the countries and to enhance
the ability of joint exercise commander to to take military contingents of both nations under command.

The exercise also involves tactical level operations in an international counter insurgency and counter terrorist
environment under the United Nations mandate.

SGNIFICANCEBFMITRASHAKTI

Mitra Shakti exercise conducted annually as part of military diplomacy and interaction between armies of the

two countries will go a long way in further cementing the relationship between both the nations and act as a
catalyst in bringing synergy and cooperation at grassroots levels between both the armies.

|l

The International Day of Happiness 2019 was celebrated on March 20th with the thereppier Togethel,
focusing on what wehave in common, rather than what divides us.

ABOUT THENTERNATIONADAY OFHAPPINESS

International Day of Happiness recognises the importance of happiness in the lives of people around the world.

The concept of International Day of Happiness was concefised and materialised by UN special adviSJ/

Jayme lllien to inspire and spread a happiness movement globally and the first ever International D

Happiness was observed on March 20, 2013.
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9 Further to take forward the agenda of Happiness the United Nations has launched the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals that seek to end poverty, reduce inequality, and protect our planet which are the three key
aspects that lead to well-being and happiness.

WHYMARCH20TH?

1 March 20th was chosen for International Day Biappiness 2019 for its significance as the March equinox.
9 March equinox is a universal phenomenon felt simultaneously by all of humankind, and which occurs the

moment when the plane of Earth's equator passes through the centre of the Sun's disk.

KAZAKHSTARENAMES ITEAPITALAFTER ITEBX-PRESIDENT

9 Kazakhstan has renamed its capital Astana to Nursultan to honour outgoing leader Nursultan Nazarbayevj

DETAILS

9 The announcement regarding this was made by the new president Kassym-Jomart Tokayev and was approved by
the parliament of Kazakhstan.

91 Nursultan Nazarbayev served nearly 30 years as leader of theail nation.

9 The decision of the Nursultan Nazarbayev to step down came as a surprise when he made an announcement
regarding this through a television address.

1 He was the first president of Kazakhstan and lead Kazakhstan since it emerged from the collapse of the $oviet
Union in the early 1990s.

9 It was Nursultan Nazarbayev who moved the capital of Kazakhstan's capital from the southern city of Almaty
near the Kyrgyz border, to northern Astana, which translates to "the capital" in Kazakh and Astana boomed from
a minor provincial steppe town into a futuristic city.

9 Although proposals were made earlier to rename the city as Nursultan earlier, Nursultan Nazarbayev had
himself rejected such proposals.

EVIDENCE OWATERPARTICLPLUMEDISCOVERED GASTEROIBENNU

T NASA's OSIRFex mission discovers evidence of water, particle plumes on asteroid Bennu among numefous
other findings.

ABOUTASTEROIBENNU

1 Bennu is onlyslightly wider than the height of the Empire State Building and it is expected to conta
unaltered material from the very beginning of our solar system.

n

9 Bennu has a more rugged surface than expected.

9 This posed a challenge for the mission team and forced it to alter its flight and sample collection plans, due to
the rough terrain.

9 Few of the particles ejected out of Bennu orbited it as satellites before returning to the asteroid's surface.
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Bennu is a carbonaceous asteroid in the Apollo group and is a ipiddly hazardous object.

ABOUT THEOSIRISREXMISSION

NASA's Origins, Spectral Interpretation, Resource Identification, Sectrégolith Explorer (OsidREX)
mission is aimed at studying Bennu Asteroid and OsRisx mission began orbiting the astero@h December
31 last year.

The Osiris-Rex mission is expected to return samples to Earth in 2023 and before attempting to obtain a sample

from the asteroid, it will map out Bennu's surface in detail and orbit the asteroid to calculate its mass.

SPICEETBECOMESIRSTINDIANBUDGETCARRIER TADINIATA

Indian low-cost airlines SpiceJet has joined the International Air Transport Association (IATA). SpiceJet if the

first Indian budget carrier to join the IATA, which has over 290 airlimssnembers.

The membership of IATA will allow Spicelet to explore and grow its collaborations with international member
airlines of IATA through interlining and code shares and also enables to seamlessly expand the network options
for its passengers in future.

ABOUT THINTERNAIONALAIR TRANSPORASSOCIATIONATA):

International Air Transport Association (IATA) is the trade association for the world's airlines and represents

some 290 airlines which contribute to about 82% of total air traffic.

FUNCTIONS OATA:

IATA helps airlines to operate safely, securely, efficiently, and economically under clearly defined rules.

IATA provides professional support is provided to all industry stakeholders with a wide range of products and
expert services.

IATA aims to assist airlines by simplifying processes and increasing passenger convenience while reducing costs
and improving efficiency.

IATA also aims to improve understanding of the air transport industry among decision makers and increase
awareness of the benefits that aviation brings to national and global economies.

IATA advocates for the interests of airlines across the globe and challenges unreasonable rules and charges and
strive for sensible regulation.

ONE MUST KNOW

IATA headquartered in Montreal, Quebec, Canada supports airéingvity and helps formulate industry policy
and standards.

INTERNATIONADAY OFFOREST20190BSERVED OMARCH21ST

International Day of Forests 2019 was observed on March 21st with the theme 'Forests and Education' to
awareness on how sustainably amaged forests provide a wide array of contributions.
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DETAILS

9 International Day of Forests 2019 promotes education to ‘Learn to Love Forests'
9 The theme 'Forests and Education' underscores the importance of education at all levels in achieving sustainable

forest management and biodiversity conservation.
9 Healthy forests mean healthy, resilient communities and prosperous economies.

ABOUT THINTERNATIONADAY OFFORESTS

I March 21st was established as International Day of Forests by the United Nations GeAssaimbly (UNGA)
on November 28, 2012.

9 International Day of Forests was observed for the first time on March 21, 2013.

i International Forest Day celebrates and raises awareness of the importance of all types of forests.

9 On the occasion of International Day of Forests, countries are encouraged to undertake local, national and
international efforts to organize activities involving forests and trees, such as tree planting campaigns.

I The theme of the International Day of Forests provides an opportunity to highlight specific forest contributions
to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development by considering topics of the annual sessions of the High-level
Political Forum on Sustainable Development.

USWILLRECOGNIZESRAEIS SOVEREIGNTOVERGOLANHEIGHTS

9 US Presidet Trump has announced that the US will recognize Israel's sovereignty over the Golan Heights
is a departure from the earlier stand of US where it treated Golan Heights as occupied Syrian territory, in line
with United Nations Security Council (UNSC) resolutions.

WHAT IS THE DISPUTVERGOLANHEIGHT3

9 Until 1967, Golan Heights was part of Syria. Israel occupied the Golan Heights during the Six Day war
Arab Israeli war) held in 1967.
9 Israel annexed the region unilaterally in 1981.

9 This unilateral annexation was not recognised by the international community and the Golan Heights was seen
as Occupied Syrian Territory.

WHYISRAEL WANTSOLANHEIGHTS

9 Israel argues that civil war in Syria demonstrates the need to keep the plateau as a buffer zone between Israeli

towns and the instability of its neighbour.

9 Israel also fears that Iran is seeking to establish itself permanently on the Syrian side of the border in order to
launch attacks on Israel.

I Golan's water resources and naturally fertile soil.

WHATIS THE CURRENT SITION?
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INTERNATIONADAY FOR THH IMINATION ORACIALDISCRIMINATION

United Nations Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF) is stationed in camps and observation posts
the Golan.

There is a 40&quarekm (155squaremile) "Area of Separation" called a demilitarized zone between thg

Israeli andSyrian armies.

Further, Separation of Forces Agreement of May 31, 1974, created an Alpha Line to the west of the area of
separation, behind which Israeli military forces must remain and a Bravo Line to the east behind which Syrian
military forces must remain.

25 km beyond the "Area of Separation" on both sides is an "Area of Limitation" in which there are restrictions on
the number of troops and kinds of weapons that both sides can have there.

NEWZEALANDANNOUNCEBAN ONMILITARYSTYLEEMFAUTOMATICS

OBSERVED OQRUISTMARCH

The International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 2019 was observed on March 21st with
theme- Mitigating and countering rising nationalist populism and extreme supremacist ideologies.

DETAILS

Racist extremist movements which promote populist, nationalist agendas are spreading in various parts of the
world, fueling racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, often targeting migrants and
refugees as well as people of African descent.

The recent Christchurch Mosque Shootings in New Zealand is one such event.

The International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination aims to fight against all forms of racial
intolerance.

WHYMARCH21ST FOR THIS DAY

On March 21st, 1960 police opened firend killed 69 people at a peaceful demonstration against th
apartheid "pass laws" in Sharpeville, South Africa.

The United Nations General Assembly in 1966 proclaimed March 21st as International Day for the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination 2019 and called on the international community to redouble its efforts to eliminate all

forms of racial discrimination.

1 New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern has announced a ban omméiflary-style semiautomatic

ANDASSAULRIFLES

weapons, assault rifles and higtapacity magazines.

DETAILS
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JAPANDONATES69MILLION TO THENITEDNATIONSNORLDFOOD

New Zealand has decided to overhaul gun laws in the country in the backdrop of the Christchurch mosque
shootings.

It is estimated that there are about 1-2.5 million guns in New Zealand which has a population of about
million people.

There were no official data about the number of assault rifles in circulation and there are roughly 13,500
military-style semi-automatic weapons in New Zealand.

ABOUT THEHRISTCHURKM OSQUEHOOTINGS

Christchurch mosque shootings refer to two consecutive terrorist attacks at mosques in Christchurch,
Zealand, during Friday Prayer on 15 March 2019.

The first attack was at the Al Noor Mosque in the suburb of Riccarton at 1:40 pm and the second one was at the
Linwood Islamic Centre at about 1:55 pm.

The attacks were linked to white supremacism and alt-right extremism movements.

New Zealand police are investigating a manifesto, the 28-year-old suspect allegedly wrote and posted on social

media shortly before the shooting began.

This manifesto espouses far-right and white nationalistic views, specifically targeting Muslims and immigrants
and praises mass murderers Dylann Roof, who attacked a historically black church in Charleston, South Carolina,
in 2015, and Anders Breivik, who killed dozens of young people at a summer camp for Norway's left-leaning

political party.

PROGRAMME

Japan has donated $69 million to the United NatioWsorld Food Programméo provide vital aid to 28
countries in the Middle East, Africa, and Asia, with the biggest shares of the money being earmarkec
Yemen and Irag.

ABOUT THMVORLDFOODPROGRAMME

World Food Programme is a leading humanitarian programsaving lives and changing lives, delivering foqd

assistance in emergencies and working with communities to improve nutrition and build resilience.

New

for

In the 1960 Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Conference, there were calls for setting up a nuatilgte

food aid programme
In line with these demands, the World Food Programme was established in 1961 by the FAO and the U
Nations General Assembly.

The Food for Work programmes of the World Food Programme promotes environmental and economic stability
and agricultural production.

The World Food Programme strives to eradicate hunger and malnutrition, with the ultimate goal to eliminate
the need for food aid itself.

OBJECTIVES OF WWBRLDFOODPROGRAMME
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Save lives and protect livelihoods in emergencies.

Support food security and nutrition and (re)build livelihoods in fragile settings and following emergencies.
Reduce risk and enable people, communities and countries to meet their own food and nutrition needs.
Reduce under-nutrition and break the inter-generational cycle of hunger.

Zero Hunger in 2030.

ONE MUST ALSO KNOW

World Food Programme also aims to fight micronutrient deficiencies, reduce child mortality, improve maternal
health, and combat disease, including HIV.

RBIDEFERS THEIPLEMENTATION GORDIAN ACCOUNTINSTANDARDS

T

=)

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has deferred the implementation of new accounting rules, Indian Accounting

Standards (Ind AS) for banks till further notice.

DETAILS

This is the second extension provided by the RBI.

Earlier in April 2018, RBI had postponed the implementation of Ind AS by the banks by one year.

RBI has reasoned that since the legislative amendments recommended by the RBI are eond@feration of
the government, it has been decided to defer the implementation of Ind AS till further notice.

ABOUTINDIANACCOUNTINGTANDARDS

Indian Accounting Standards (Ind AS) is a set of accounting norms developed by Indian authorities, hich

converge with the International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS).

Urban Cooperative Baks (UCBs) and Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) shall not be required to apply Ind AfS an

shall continue to comply with the existing Accounting Standards.
This delay in the implementation of Ind AS will give banks more time to prepare for the expected cleskit
model.

Fitch Ratings estimated that India's stat@n lenders would have had to increase provisions by as much as |..1

trillion rupees ($16 billion) in the fiscal first quarter ending June 30 if the rules had gone ahead.
This huge capital requirement would have forced public sector lenders to raise substantial amounts of extra
capital, beyond the estimated 1.9 trillion rupee infusion already committed by the government.

WORLDWATERDAY OBSERVED ORPND MARCH

World Water Day 2019 was observed on 22nd Maeith the theme 'Leaving no one behind'.

DETAILS

The World Water Day encourages people to focus towards marginalized groups as these are often overlg
and discriminated against when they try to access safe water.
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1 The theme 'Leaving no one behind' undsrores the motto of ‘water for all' which aims to ensure all includinr
elderly, disabled, marginalized and poor people get access to clean drinking water and proper sanitatiol, as
enshrined under Sustainable Development Goals.

ABOUT THEVORLDWATERDAY.

1 World Water Day aims to draw attention to the importance of freshwater and advocates for the sustainalple
management of freshwater resources.

I As requested at the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de
Janeiro, the Uniéd Nations General Assembly designated 22nd March World Water Day by passifg a
resolution.

I  World Water Day celebrates water and each year World Water Day highlights a specific aspect of freshwater.

WORLOPOETRYAY OBSERVED @I4STMARCH BUNESCO

I  World Poetry Day is observed every year on March 21st by United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO).
I  World Poetry Day aims to promote the reading, writing, publishing and teaching of poetry throughout the world.

DETAILS

9 The decision to observe March 21st as World Poetry Day was adopted by UNESCO during its 30th session held at
Paris in 1999.

1 The session noted that:

Poetry fulfils unfulfilled aesthetic needs in society.

Over the past 20 years, poetry has made a revival and the number of poets has increased.

The social has incited young people to return to their roots.

Poets are taking on new roles in society.

O O O O O

Poetry is part of the recognition of ancestral values and a return to speech as a means of socializing an
individual.
0 Modern media has failed to take the poet serious and therefore action is needed to give poetry its
rightful place in society.
9 Therefore, UNESCO decided to observe March 21st as World Poetry Day to give fresh recognition and impetus to
national, regional and international poetry movements

INDIAEXTENDSINANCIAL AID TNEPAL FORAMPUSBUILDING

i India has extended a financial grant of 35.5 million Nepalese Rupees for the construction of an educatfpnal
campus in Nepal under the Development Partnership Programme

ABOUT HEDEVELOPMENRARTNERSHIPROGRAMME
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The Development Partnership Programme is administered by the Development Administration Partner:
division in the Ministry of External Affairs.
India has a long history as a provider of development assistance and over the years and India's development
assistance has started to cover a large number of countries over the last few years.
Hence for streamlining the delivery of assistance and improving the effectiveness of such efforts Development
Administration Partnership was established in January 2012.
India provides development assistance in one of three forms:

0 Grant assistance

0 Lines of credit

0 Capacity-building

ONE MUST KNOW

Development Administration Partnership under the Ministry of External Affairs aims to provide for effective and

efficient handling of all aid projects from the stages of concept, launch, execution and completion for the
efficient implementation of projects, in close cooperation and facilitation of the partner countries.

107/THBIHARDIWAS CELEBRATEN22ND MARCH

hip

Bihar Diwas is celebrated on March 22nd across the state to commemorate the day when Bihar was cdrved

out of the Bengal Presidency in the year 1912.
March 22nd 2019 was the 107th foundation day of the state.

ABOUTBIHAR ANBENGAIPRESIDENCY

The British East India Company emerged victorious in the Battle of Buxar fought against the combined army of
Mir Qasim, the Nawab of Bengal; the Nawab of Awadh; and the Mughal King Shah Alam II.
After the Battle, Mughals, as well as the Nawabs of Bendiadt the effective control over the territories which

constituted the province of Bengal, which currently comprises Bangladesh and the Indian states of West

Bengal, Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha.

The British East India Company was accorded the diwani rights to administer the collection and management of
revenues of the province of Bengal.

In 1911 when the capital of then British India was shifted to Delhi, the Bengal Presidency was split into
sabhas Bengal, Orissa, Bihar and Assam.

ABOUTBIHARDIWAS

The government of Bihar which was looking for a commemorative event in Bihar's history that could beco

our

mne

the state's official day of celebration, chose March 22nd the day Bihar was carved out of Bengal Presidengy as

Bihar Diwas.
Bihar Diwas was first celebratedn a largescale in 2010.
Bihar Diwas was the brainchild of then as well as current Chief Minister of BiN&ish Kumar.
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RESEARCHERS FRIbMM MADRAS ANIESPMNRICINFO LAUNCH
SQUPERSTATS

1 Researchers from Indian Institute of Technolegyladras (II'T™), Gyan Data (an I3V incubated company)
together with experts from ESPNcricinfo have launched Superstats, a new metric to analyse the ganje of
cricket.

ABOUTSUPERSTATS

9 Superstats comprises of three metrics:
0 Luck Index
O Forecaster
O Smart Stats
1 Superstats whichis based on data science also ventures into new territories such as luck and forecasting to
give a context to every event in a game during this IPL season.
i Taking into account scoreards i.e. ball by ball database of all IPL matches played in Indiaerndkt ten years,
researchers have developed an algorithm based on machine learning system.
9 This algorithm processes accurate, fast data and quantifies impact of luck and analyzes the real value of a

player's performance in real-time.
9 Superstats will provide the viewers with a new experience wherein match information, analysis and projection
are backed with data science.

JUSTICIPINAKICHANDRAGHOSESNORNIN ASLOKPAL

9 President Ram Nath Kovind administered the Oath of office to Justice Pinaki Chandra @kdswkpal.

DETAILS

1 Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose is the first asdrruption ombudsman of the country.
Country's first Lokpal has been appointed after a long delay of five years.

=)

9 The Lokpal Act had received the assent of the President on January 1, 2014.

ABOUTMEMBERS OEOKPAL

9 The Lokpal act provides for a chairperson and a maximum of eight members in the Lokpal panel and of these,
four need to be judicial members.

JUDICIAIMEMBERS OFOKPAL
9 Former Chief Justices of different high courts Justices Dilip B Bhosale, Pradip Kumar Mohanty, Abhilasha Kumari

together with sitting Chief Justice of Chhattisgarh High Court Ajay Kumar Tripathi have been appointed as
judicial members in the Lokpal.
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NON-JUDICIALIMEMBERS

The non-judicial members of the Lokpal are first woman chief of Sashastra Seema Bal Archana Ramasundaram,

ex-Maharashtra chief secretary Dinesh Kumar Jain, former IRS officer Mahender Singh and Gujarat cadre ex-IAS
officer Indrajeet Prasad Gautam.

The chairperson and members will hold office for a term of five years or till they attain 70 years of age.

The salary and allowances of the chairman are same as that of the Chief Justice of India.

The salary and allowances of members are same as that of a judge of the Supreme Court.

NAVROZ CELEBRATEIPBRSIONMARCH21ST

Navroz is the Iranian New Year celebrated by several ethnolinguistic communities around the w
irrespective of their religious background.

In India Parsis who follow Zoroastrianism celebrate Navroz.

Navroz is celebrated on March 21st.

DETAILS

brid

The Navroz celebrations can be traced back to 6th Century BC, back when the Iranian communityj was

homogeneously Zoroastrians

As the community got divided over the years people of Iranian origin worldwide continued following Zoroastrian
traditions together with Iranian New Year as well.

March 21 which is the first day of the Iranian calendar is also marked as the day when King Jamshic
crowned as the King of Persia.

King Jamshid holds a great significance in Zoroastrianism and the day of his daons generally considered
to be the beginning of the New Year among Iranian people.

Navroz is also the day of the Spring equinox and rituals are performed based on the movements of the
during the course of the day.

WORLDDOWNSYNDROMEDAY OBSERVEINMARCH21ST

March 21st was observed as World Down Syndrome Day.
The theme of the 2019 World Down Syndrome Day is "Leave no one behind".

ABOUTDOWNSYNDROME

Down Syndrome is a genetic disorder which results in delayed physical and mental growth indodiei.

The genetic disorder has been named after British doctor John Langdon Down who fully described
syndrome in 1866.

In normal conditions, people have only two copies of Chromosome 21 whereas those with Down's syndr,
there is a presence of a padr full of the third copy of chromosome 21.

Even though Down's Syndrome is incurable, the quality of life of those suffering could be considerably improved

by giving proper medical support and education.
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ABOUTWORLODOWNSYNDROMHBPAY:

1 March 21st is observe as World Down Syndrome Day to increase global awareness about the syndrom¢ by
the United Nations since 2012.
9 Since then March 21st is celebrated as World Down Syndrome Day by the governments, organisations and

individuals to extend support to those suffering from Down's Syndrome.

WHYMARCH21S71?

I March 21st is the 21st day of third month.
I March 21st was chosen to signify uniqueness of the triplication of the 21st chromosome which causes Ojown
Syndrome

HAHEEDIVAS ORMARTYR DAYOBSERVED IN TEBUNTRY ®
MARCH23RD

I On March 23rd, India observed Shaheed Divas or Martyr's Day as a tribute to Bhagat Singh, Sukhdel anc
Rajguru on their death anniversary.

9 The supreme sacrifice of these revolutionaries continues to inspire generations in India.

ABOUT THE SAGRIE OF THEGREATREVOLUTIONARIES

9 Bhagat Singh along with his associates Sukhdev Thapar and Shivaram Rajguru were hanged to death for th
killing 21-year-old British police officer John Saunders on March 23rd 1931.

1 The revolutionaries had mistaken Sauers for Superintendent James Scott, who was responsible for leadihg
a lathi charge against Lala Lajpat Rai protesting against the Simon Commission.

9 Lala Lajpat Rai famously referred to as the Lion of Punjab had died due to the attack during the profests
against the Simon Commission.

9 After escaping from the murder scene of Saunders, Bhagat Singh with his associate Batukeshwar Duff had
bombed the Delhi Central Assembly against the passing of two repressive bills, the Public Safety Bill anfl the
Trade Dispute H.

1 The bombs were designed to be harmless and aimed at drawing attention.

1 Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt had surrendered themselves to police after the incident.

VICEADMIRALKARAMBIRANGHAPPOINTED ANEXTNAVYCHIEF

1 The Defence Ministry has annoued the appointment of Vice Admiral Karambir Singh as the next Navy Chief.

DETAILS

1 He will succeed Admiral Sunil Lanba, who is retiring on 31st March.
i The government has once again broken the tradition of appointing the semmst officer to lead the
contingent forces by overlooking the seniority of Vice Admiral Bimal Verma.
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ITALYSGNED AMEMORANDUM OEINDERSTANDINAMOU) WITHCHINA

Earlier the government had appointed General Bipin Rawat as the Army Chief by overlooking the seniority.
General Bipin Rawat had earlier superseded two officers to occupy the postrwfyAChief.

ABOUTVICEADMIRALKARAMBIRSNGH

Vice Admiral Karambir Singh was born in 1959 and was commissioned to Navy in July 1980.

In his long carrier of 37 years, he has served as the Fleet Operations Officer of the Western Fleet.

He has served at Naval Headquarters as the Joint Director Naval Air Staff, and as Captain Air and Officer-in-
Charge of the Naval Air Station at Mumbai.

He has also served as a member of the Aircrew Instrument Rating and Categorisation Board (AIRCATS).

He has commanded various ships, such as an Indian Coast Guard Ship Chandbibi, Missile Corvette INS Vijaydurg
as well as two Guided Missile Destroyers INS Rana and INS Delhi.

Vice Admiral Karambir Singh has been honoured with Ati Vishist Seva Medal and Param Vishist Seva
(2018) for his service.

WORLOMETEOROLOGICBAY OBSERVED dMLRCH23RD

World Meteorological Day 2019 was observed on March 23rd with the thenféé Sun, the Earth and théd
weather".

DETAILS

The theme recognises the critical role the Earth's nearest star plays in what transpires on the planet.

The energy from the Sun is taken up by all life forms to perform their biological functions.

The Solar energy also regulates global climate, which, in turn, influences local weather conditions and the same
energy is also absorbed by the oceans which carry it around the planet, creating further conditions for diverse
marine life to exist.

ABOUTWORLDMETEOROLOGICBAY.

World Meteorological Day is observed on March 23rd every year to commemorate the coming into forc
the Convention establishing the World Meteorological Organization on 23rd March 1950.
The World Meteorological Day showcases the essential contribution of National Meteorological and

Hydrological Services to the safety and wellbeing of society and is celebrated with activities around the world.
WMO provides world leadership and expertise for international cooperation in the delivery and use of high-
quality, authoritative weather, climate, hydrological and related environmental services by its Members, for the
improvement of the well-being of societies of all nations.

|l

Italy's Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Chinese Pres
Xi Jinping in Rome, endorsing tligobal infrastructurebuilding scheme of China.
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Despite the warnings and pressure from the US and the Europen Union, Italy has joined China's mega
connectivity scheme and has become the first G7 country to do so.

Italy is the thirteenth European Union country and also the first from Western Europe to join China's Belt Road
Initiative.

ITALYS REASON FOR JOINTN{E INITIATIVE

Italy has stated that its participation in the initiative through a nebinding agreement was aimed to
"rebalance an imbalance" ifsincItalian trade.
There are a lot of 'Made in China' coming into Italy and too little 'Made in Italy' that goes into China.

Italy hopes for a substantial and gradual increase in exports to balance out the trade imbalances.

The decision of Italy is seersan attempt to address its financial woes which has onerous public debt.
Italy fell into recession at the end of last year.

The agreement is seen as a trade off wherein Italy needs investment and China has those investments to provide
to Italy.

The agreement will aid Italy to underpin and strengthen its business ties with China.

ONE MUST KNOW

The paper released by the EU's diplomatic arm referred to Belt Road Initiative as a "systemic rival" ang
threatened to tighten regulations on Chinese investmeint Europe.

WORLDIUBERCULOSI®Y OBSERVED ®dMARCH24TH

World Tuberculosis Day 2019 was observed on March 24th with the theme "It's time".World Tuberculosis
is celebrated to raise awareness about the devastating consequences cdntBhow to end the ¢pbal
epidemic of this lung disease.

DETAILS

The theme of World Tuberculosis Day 2018's' time" draws attention towards the urgency to act on the
commitments made by global leaders to build accountability regarding TB and increase access of preve
and treatment of TB.

As part of World World Tuberculosis Day, the World Health Organisation (WHO) has initiated "Find. Treat. All.
HEndTB", a joint initiative with Global Fund and Stop TB Partnership under which communities, civil society
organisations, governments and health-care providers come together to ensure that no one is left behind and
everyone gets equal and fair information about tuberculosis, its causes, symptoms and risk factors.

WHAT ISTUBERCULOSAS

Tuberculosis (TB) is an infectious disease caused by bacteria Mycobacterium tuberculosis (MTB).

Tuberculosis affects the lungs and can also infect other parts of the body.
Early symptoms of TB include bad cough which lasts for 3 weeks or longer.
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It causes pain in the chest and one might also end up coughing blood in case of tuberculosis.

WHYMARCH24TH WAS CHOSEN YWORLDIUBERCULOSIRY?

I March 24th is observed as World Tuberculosis Day because it was on March 24th 1882, TB bacteriurp wa:
discovered by Dr Robert Koch.
9 The discovery of TB bacterium marked the first step towards diagnosis and treatment of tuberculosis.

PETERITABICHMWINS THESLOBALIEACHERRIZE2Z019

1 A science teacher from rural Kenya, Peter Tabichi has won the prestigious Global Teacher Prize 2019 jwhicl
honours the world's best teache
I He was honoured for his achievements in a deprived school with crowded classes and a few textbooks.

ABOUTPETERIABICHI

9 Peter Tabichi is a maths and physics teacher at Keriko secondary school in Pwani Village, in a remote gart o
Kenya's Rift Valley.

I He gives away 80% of his income to help the poorest students at the peedyipped and overcrowded
school who could not afford uniforms and books.

{1 Tabichi started a "talent nurturing club" and expanded the school's science club, helping pupils defpign
reseach projects of such quality that many now qualify for national and international competitions.

9 His students have taken part in international science competitions and won an award from the Royal Sogiety
of Chemistry after harnessing local plant life to gemate electricity.

9 Swaroop Rawal, an Indian teacher at Lavad Primary School, Gujarat and various other schools, was also there in

contention for the award.

ABOUT THELOBALTEACHEIRRIZE

1 The Global Teacher Prize underlines the importance of educators sewks to acknowledge the impacts of
the very best teachers not only on their students but on the communities around them.

i The award was constituted in the year 2015 by the Varkey Foundation and the winners are awarded a S $1
million award.

1 The prize is awrded by the Varkey Foundation under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed| bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice President and Prime Minister of the United Arab Emirates and Ruler of Duljai.

MARCEL&GLEISENVINSTEMPLETORRIZEZ2019

9 Brazilian physicist ath astronomer Marcelo Gleiser has been awarded the 2019 Templeton Prize for his work
blending science and spirituality.

DETAILS

1 Marcelo Gleiser contends that science and religion are not only compatible, but that science is spiritual.
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9 The two realms of science and spirituality are intertwined for him.

9 For Marcelo Gleiser, science is one part of the tripod of human questioning, and that philosophy and religion
have asked these same questions for far longer than science has existed.

9 The answers those different disciplines yield may be starkly different, but they are parallel pursuits and science
has its own way of connecting to the spiritual side.

ABOUT THHEMPLETOIRRIZE

I Templeton Prize awarded by the U:Based John Templeton Foundation honours a livingrgen who has
made an exceptional contribution to affirming life's spiritual dimension whether through insight, discovery, jor
practical works.

1 Templeton Prize was established in 1972 by the late Sir John Templeton

9 The Prize aims to honour outstanding individuals who have devoted their talents to expanding our vision of

human purpose and ultimate reality.
1 The Prize celebrates no particular faith tradition or notion of God, but rather the quest for progress]in

humanity's efforts to comprehend the many and dévse manifestations of the Divine.
1 The Prize is a monetary award in the amount of £1,100,000 sterling.

(GOVERNMENT dBAELAUNCHEY OSE TAWIN PROGRAMME

I The Government of UAE has launched the "Lose to Win Programme" to assist the overweight employegs in
shedding extra kilos and adopt a healthy lifestyle.

ABOUT THEOOSE TOVIN PROGRAMME

1 The Programme has been initiated by the Ministry of Health and Prevention of UAE.
The programme team comprises nutritionists and health educators from from the Ministry.

=)

I The programme encourages those struggling with weight issues to learn how to induce positive changes in their
lifestyle.

1 The programme involves adopting a healthy diet and engaging in physical activity.

It aims to help employees to loose excessive weighthin eight weeks.

I The programme also includes a workshop on healthy nutrition where the participants are briefed on essential
topics, including how to read food labels as well as explaining the make-up of balanced diets.

=

INTERESTING TO KNDW

1 In the current edition, the programme focuses on the employees of the Ministry of Infrastructule
Development.

JOINTNAVALEXERCISBETWEENNDIA ANDAUSTRALIAMAUSINDEX

9 Third Installment of the Joint Naval Exercise of India and Austraf&SINDEX will be held off theoast of

Vishakhapatnam from April 2 to 16.
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The joint exercise will focus on anti-submarine warfare, as part of efforts to ramp up bilateral naval cooperation
in the strategic Indian Ocean region.

ABOUTAUSINDEZX019:

AUSINDEX 2019 will be held off the cba$ Vishakhapatnam from April 2 to 16.
From the Australian side, HMAS Canberra (landing helicopter dock), Auxiliary Oiler Replenishment vessel, two

frigates - HMAS Newcastle and HMAS Parramatta and P8l and P8 maritime patrol aircraft will be involved in the
exercise.
A Kiloclass submarine, lanttased Hawk aircraft that will provide the air attack element for the exercise,

a

Kamorta class amtsubmarine vessel, besides a stealth destroyer will lead the Indian deployment for the

exercise.
The exercise wilfeature the deployment of Australian personnel on Indian ships and vice versa.
The area of the exercise will be within 200 miles of Vishakhapatnam.

ONE MUST KNOW

AUSINDEX 2019 will also witness the largest ever deployment of an Australian defence grdagi#o over
1000 Australian defence personnel will take part.

To further strengthen the defence cooperation between India and Australia, Australia has also propo
logistics sharing pact with India.

ABHEDYAACILITY

Indian Navy's Nuclear, Biological and Chemical Training Facility (NB@HRedya, at INS Shivaji was
inaugurated by Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Sunil Lanba.

ABOUTABHEDYAACILITY

NBCTF Abhedya will help train personnel of naval shifited with nuclear, biological and chemical (NBC
detection and protection systems.
NBCTF Abhedya will provide realistic training to naval personnel in detection, protection against and

decontamination of nuclear, biological and chemical agents.

Abhedya will enhance the training capability of the Navy to deal with dangerous situations on warships,
including an attack.

Abhedya is the maiden NBC simulator of the Indian Navy.

The facility will help to train personnel in tackling nuclear, biological or chemical attacks.

ABOUTINSSHIVAJI

INS Shivaji is the Indian Navy's premier technical training facility.

INS Shivaiji is celebrating 2019-20 as the 'Platinum Jubilee Year'.
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REGISTRATION FORUNGSCIENTISIPROGRAMMEIPENED BISRO

The Institute, which was commissioned as HMIS Shivaji in 1945, trains personnel of the Indian Navy, Indian Coast
Guard and several friendly foreign contries.

To commemorate the platinum jubilee of INS Shivaji, the Chief of Naval Staff also launched INS Shivaji WIbSite
|

on the Indian Navy's portal and released the platinum jubilee logo witteth t he me * Pr opel |
since 1945

1

=

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has opened the registration for recently launched Young S
Programme.

DETAILS

The programme also fferred to as "YUva Vigyani KAryakram" (Yuvika) is aimed at imparting basic knowle
on Space Technology, Space Science and Space Applications to the younger ones with the intent of ar
their interest in the emerging areas of Space activities.

The Yuvika programme aims to catch them young by providing residential training of around two weeks
duration during the summer holidays.

SELECTION FOR TIPEOGRAMME

The selection for the programme is based on their performance from 8th Std marks.
Those who havgust finished 9th standard (in the academic year 2018) and waiting to join 10th standard

(or those who have started 10th Std just now) are eligible for the programme and selection is based OnJOth

academic performance and extracurricular activities wigpecial preference given to students from rur
areas.

n

Cienti:

lge
bUSIN

A few seats are left for the programme and the interested students can register online with the link giver in

the ISRO official website between March 25 to April 3.
Those interested can register through the link https://yuvika.isro.gov.in/yuvika/

CONSORTIUM OO CBPRIACQUIRESIL BLOCK IMBUDHABI

The consortium of Stat®wned Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) and Bharat PetroResources Ltd (BPRL),
Bharat Pte Ltd has acquired an oil block in Abu Dhathere the two will invest USD 170 million.

DETAILS OF THEQUISITION

Urja Bharat Pte Ltd has been awarded 100 per cent stake in the Abu Dhabi Onshore Block 1 Concession.
Both 10C and BPRL hold 50 per cent each in Urja Bharat Pte Ltd.

Urja Bharat Pte Ltd will make an investment of USD 170 million for the exploration activities and the concession
is awarded for the period of four years effective from the date of March 24, 2019.

Onshore Block 1 covers an area of 6,162 square kilometres around Ruwais field and includes already discovered

but undeveloped fields.
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9 This Onshore Block 1 is located in the Al Dhafra region around Ruwais City and the refining complex, inclding
the coastal region to the west.
9 There are two existing undeveloped oil and gas fields in the area, named Ruwais and Mirfa, which will be

appraised by the consortium.

SGNIFICANCE OF THEQUISITION

9 The acquisition of the oil block by the consortium of State-owned Indian Qil Corporation (IOC) and Bharat
PetroResources Ltd (BPRL), Urja Bharat Pte Ltd marks the entry of IOC as a joint operator in the highly
prospective UAE region.

9 The acquisition is consistent with its strategic objective of adding high-quality exploration and production (E&P)
assets to its existing upstream portfolio.

INDIANAIR FORCEOFFICIALLNWDUCTHFOURCHINOOK HEAWIFT

HELICOPTERS

1 The Indian Air Force (IAF) has formally inducted four Chinook hd#i/gielicopters made in the US.
I The Chinook helicopters ordered from Boeing in September 2015, were commissioned into the IAF's 126

Helicopter Unit.

ABOUTCHINOOKHELICOPTERS

1 Chinook is a multrole, verticaHift platform, twin-engine, tandem rotor helicopter which is used fol
transporting troops, artillery, equipment and fuel.
1 Chinook would be deployed for humanitarian andiséster relief operations and in missions such gs
transportation of relief supplies and mass evacuation of refugees.
1 The advanced multmission helicopter Chinook will provide the Indian armed forces with unmatchdd
strategic airlift capability across theufl spectrum of combat and humanitarian missions.
9 Chinook helicopters can carry out military operations during the night too.

9 Chinook helicopter gives India a tremendous capability, primarily in the inter-valley troop transfer since it eases
the inter-valley troop transfer to take acclimatized troops from one valley to another valley.

1 Chinook helicopters will give the IAF a quantum leap in terms of ability to transport cargo to precarious high
altitude locations.

INDIANPREMIEREAGUEIPLWITNESSED IFRRSTMANKADING IN
HISTORY

I The mega celebration of Cricket, Indian Premier League (IPL) witnessed its first ever Mankading in its hjstory
in the match of Kings XI Punjab and Rajasthan Royals.

DETAILS
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Rajasthan Royals opener Jos Buttler became the firstiricof 'Mankading' in the history of the Indian
Premier League (IPL).

I Kings Xl Punjab skipper Ravichandran Ashwin dismissed the Rajasthan Royals opener Jos Buttler tifroug
mankading.

WHAT ISMANKADIN@

9 Mankading is a kind of dismissal witnessed in the game of cricket.

I Mankading is the situation where a bowler run out a nestriker by hitting the bails before bowling when the
non-striker is outside the crease, with no warning.

1 Even though it is a legal way of dismissing the batsmen, it is considered as wadthnd against the spirit of
the game.

REASON BEHIND THE NANWM ANKADING.

I The name Mankading is derived due to the fact that for the first time Indian bowler Vinoo Mankad had
dismissed Bill Brown of Australia, by removing the bails when the latter wasagvirom the crease during
India's tour of Australia in 1947.

I Hence the dismissal is named after the Indian Cricketer Vinoo Mankad.

SHARDAPEETHOORRIDORROPOSAL IROKAPPROVED BYOK
GOVERNMENT

1 Pakistan government has approved a proposal to establistoeridor which would allow Hindu pilgrims from
India to visit Sharda Peeth in the region of Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK).

ONE MUST KNOW

1 Sharda Peeth Corridor will be the second corridor to be established after the Kartarpur Corridor wifich
provides acces to Gurudwara Darbar Sahib at Kartarpur in Pakistan

ABOUTHARDAPEETH

1 Sharda Peeth is an abandoned Hindu temple and an ancient centre of learning in Pakistan occupied Kgshmil
(PoK).

I The temple is dedicated to Goddess Sharada, the Hindu Goddess ofitearn

I Sharada Temple is located at Sharada village and it is here that river Kishanganga and two streams Madhmati
and Sargun meets.

1 Goddess Sharada is the 'Kuldevi' of Kashmiri pandits.

i Itis also one of the three famous tirthas, or holy sites, for KashrRiaindits, the other two being the Martand
Sun Temple and the Amarnath Temple.

I Sharada Peeth is also revered as one of 18 Maha Shakti Peethas, or "Grand Shakti Peethas" |whict
commemorates the location of fallen body parts of the Hindu Goddess Sati.
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RBIFINESPNBFORVIOLATION OEOMPLIANCE ISWIFTOPERATIONS

SharadaPeeth is believed to be a foremost centre of learning Between the 6th and 12th centuries CE ho
scholars such as Kalhana, Adi Shankaracharya, Vairostana, Kumarajiva, and Thonmi Sambhota.

The temple is about 130 Km from Srinagar and 150 km from Muzaffarabad, the capital of PoK which is currently
under the control of Pakistan.

T

BOBTODEVELOP ARGRIDIGITAIPLATEFORMALLED BARODAKISAN'

ting

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has fined Punjab National Bank (PNB) Rs 2 crore for violation of comjplianc

with regulatory directions regarding SWIFT operations.

ONE MUST KNOW

The RBI has toughened the stance against banks on all kind of regulatory norms post PNB fraud which put it to

qguestion the ability of the central bank.
Earlier in March 2019, RBI had imposed a tiotaonetary fine of Rs 8 crore on three banki€arnataka Bank,

United Bank of India and Karur Vysya Bank for not complying with the directions on the SWIFT messhging

software.

WHAT ISSWIFT?

SWIFT which stands for Society for Worldwide Interbank Financieledommunications is a messaging

network that financial institutions use to securely transmit information and instructions through |

standardized system of codes.
Under SWIFT, each financial organization has a unique code which is used for sending aivthgepayments.

SWIFT code is used when the transfer between two banks happens internationally as we use IFSC codes fa

the domestic transfers i.e. financial transactions within the geographical territory of India.

EXAMPLE

Suppose a customer of a Bank of America of New York Branch wants to send money to the ICICI bank account in
Bengaluru, he can approach the Bank of America's New York Branch with the account number of ICICI to which
the money needs to be deposited and ICICI Banks Swift Code for the Bengaluru branch.

Bank of America's New York Branch will send the payment message to the ICICI Bengaluru branch over the
secure SWIFT network.

Once ICICI's Bengaluru branch receives the SWIFT message about the incoming payment, it will clear and credit
the money to the account.

Public sector Bank, Bank of Baroda has made an announcement about developing axigitgi platform called
"Baroda Kisan" to provide solutions for all major agricultural regeiments.

ABOUTBARODAKISAN
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FACEBOOKAUNCHESCANDIDATE ONNECTAND"SHAREYOUVOTED

The project aims to provide a holistic approach towards solving agricultural plights by means of proviling

reliable and customised information, inputs for use, the convenience of renting farm equipment and ma
linkage for s&e of agriproduces.
Bank of Baroda has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Six companies viz. Skymet We

et

Ather

Services, Weather Risk Management Services, BigHaat, Agrostar India, EM3 Agri Services and Poofti Ag

Services for the project.
The ari-digital platform will be executed by IT Centre of Excellence (ITCoE) of Bank of Baroda in partne
with IBM India.

Baroda Kisan initiative is part of the Bank of Baroda's initiative to keep up with the use of technology in
field of agriculture.

Baroda Kisan aims to provide a dedicated platform for farmers to ease their requirements.

T

INDIASUCCESSFULIFSTHRES AMNTFSATELLITEA-SATMISSILE

Social Media giant, Facebook has launched two new Irsji@cific tools viz. "Candidate Connect" and "Sharf
ein

You Voted" to boost civic engagement on its platform during the Lok Sabha elections 2019 that commen
April.
Both these tools will be made available in 12 local languages.

ABOUT'CANDIDATEONNECT:

Candidate Connect feature will provide contestingradidates to upload 26second videos in which they car
introduce themselves and highlight how they will address outstanding challenges in their constituencie
elected to office.

It will also let them highlight their past achievements.

ship

the

5 if

Voters will be ableto watch these videos of candidates contesting from their respective constituencies gnd

also from other constituencies.
Candidate Connect feature aims to provide an opportunity for candidates to engage with the electorate.
Facebook is working with a third-party non-partisan organisation to receive candidate names for the initiative.

ABOUT'SHAREYOUVOTED:

Share You Voted feature will provide people with polling information and enable them to announce gnd

celebrate the fact that they have voted.

Facebook will send out reminders to people on polling dates in their constituencies under 'Share You Voted' tag.
On Election Day, people can show that they voted by uploading a picture.

Facebook will aggregate these pictures from users and prepare a collage afdsieand show it on the
timelines of people connected to them in a video format.

The Share You Vote feature is aimed at amplifying the voting spirit.
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9 Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced thalndia has successfully tedired an antisatellite (ASAT)
missile and shot down a live satellite.

9 The project named as Mission Shaktas led by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)
and was aimed at strengthening India's overall security.

DETAILS ABOUMISSIONHAKTI

1 DRDCGdeveloped ASAT system successfully destroyed a live satellite in the Low Earth Orbit.

India is only the fourth country after the U.S., Russia and China to have #$%\A technology.

1 The PM Narendra Modi in his addss has made clear that the intent of DRDQO's "Mission Shakti" is to defghd
India's space assets and not to start an arms race in space.

=

9 The indigenous development of the A-SAT technology will have many spin-offs that India can exploit for civilian
commercial use.

I The test was carried out from the Dr A.P.J Abdul Kalam Island launch complex off the coast of Odisha kjy the
DRDO.

9 Since the test was done in the lower atmosphere, whatever debris that is generated will decay and fall back onto
the earth within weeks.

9 Mission Shakti does not violate the 1967 Outer Space Treaty of which India is a signatory.

9 The treaty prohibits only weapons of mass destruction in outer space, not ordinary weapons.

ONE MUST KNOW

I The ASAT test was not directed against any country.

India's space capabilities neither threaten any country nor are they directed against anyone.

I But as an added advantage the capability achieved through the -satiellite missile test provides credible
deterrence against threats to our growing spatased assts from longrange missiles and proliferation in the
types and numbers of missiles.

=)

ROATIAHONOURSPRESIDENRAM NATHKOVIND WITH ITBIGHEST
QVILIANAWARD

i President Ram Nath Kovind has been honoured with Croatia's highest civilian award the Grand Gfrtie
King of Tomislav.

DETAILS

i The Indian President was honoured during his visit to Croatia to strengthen the bilateral ties.

I Croatia's highest civilian award the Grand Order of the King of Tomislav is awarded to heads of state for their
important contribution towards the development of state relations between Croatia and their respective
countries.

9 President Kovind is the firséver Indian head of state to visit Croatia.
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ABOUTCROATIA

Croatia is located in the northwestern part of the Balkan Peniresahd its capital is Zagreb.

Croatia was constituent of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.

Croatia declared independence from Yugoslavia On 25 June 1991.

Croatia is a republic governed under a parliamentary system is a member of the European Union (EU), the
United Nations (UN), the Council of Europe, NATO, the World Trade Organization (WTO), and the Union for the
Mediterranean.

WORLDIHEATRIDAYOBSERVED QRI/TH

World Theatre Day is observed annually on Marchwith an aim to generate awareness about the importance
of theatre arts, how they played an important role in the field of entertainment and the changes that theatre
brings in the life.

ORIGIN ORKNORLDIHEATRIDAY.

World Theatre Day was initiated by the International Theatre Institute inG9
On World Theatre Day, the International Theatre Institute circulates messages issued by global celebrities in
more than 50 languages, based on the theme "Theatre and a Culture of Peace"

ABOUT THINTERNATIONAIHEATRINSTITUTE

International Theatre hstitute is the world's largest performing arts organization founded in 1948 by theat
& dance experts and UNESCO.

The International Theatre Institute advances UNESCO's goals of mutual understanding and peace and advocates

for the protection and promotion of cultural expressions, regardless of age, gender, creed or ethnicity.

HNTECHCONCLAVRO190ORGANIZED BMITIAAYOG

NITI Aayog organised a ddgng FinTech Conclave 2019 in New Delhi.

DETAILS

The objective of the conclave was to shape India's continued ascendancy in FinTech, build the narrative for
future strategy and policy efforts, and to deliberate steps for comprehensive financial inclusion.

The conclave looked into various dimensions of the future of the FinTech, particularly the areas of:
Digital Onboarding of Customers and Merchants for Financial Inclusion.

Building Financial Products for Bharat.

Emerging Areas of FinTech.

Fast-tracking investment in FinTech industry.

O O O O o

Financial Inclusion of MSMEs.

www.BankExamsTodacom _

ie




I (/o 7+ CK DiGESmRCH 2019

HNTECH INNDIA

9 Fintech or financial technologgompanies use technology to provide financial services such as paymejts,
peer-to-peer lending and crowdfunding, among others.

1 India is one of the fastest growing fintech markets globadlyd it has been projected that $1 trillion, or 60% of
retail and SME (small and medium-sized enterprises) credit, will be digitally disbursed by 2029.

1 The Indian fintech ecosystem is the third largest in the world and attracts nearly $6 billion in investmgnts
since 2014.

9 Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is encouraging banks to explore the possibility of establishing new alliances with

fintech firms to further drive the agenda of financial inclusion through innovation.

RBITOISSUEKSUIDELINES FCBETTING UP OFRREGULATORSANDBOX

1 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will be issuinglglines within two months for the fintech companies to test|
their new products on a small group of users before scaling up.
9 This Regulatory Sandbox will help fintech companies to launch innovative products at a lower cost and in less

time and enable fintech companies to conduct live or virtual testing of their new products and services.

WHAT IS SANDBOX

I A Sandbox is a framework set up by a regulator that allows FinTech stpstto conduct live experiments in aj
controlled environment under supervision.

BENEFITS OFREGULATORSANDBOX

9 Regulatory Sandbox will provide a well-defined space for the companies to develop new products.

9 Regulatory Sandbox allows for experimenting with their products and fintech solutions. In case of failure, the
consequences would be contained and the reasons will be analysed for betterment.

9 Regulatory Sandbox would benefit FinTech companies by way of reduced time to launch innovative products at
a lower cost.

ONE MUST KNOW

9 The RBI's working group on FinTech and digital banking in 2017 had recommended that a regulatory
sandbox/innovation hub be introduced within a well-defined space and duration to experiment with FinTech

solutions, where the consequences of failure can be contained and reasons for failure analysed.

DHANUSHHOWITZERARTILLERGUNSINDUCTED INTO THMDIANARMY

9 Four indigenous Dhanush Howitzer guns were inducted into the Indian Arfhg induction of Dhanush
Howitzer guns gives major fire-power boost to the Indian Armed Forces.

DHANUSHHOWITZERARTILLERGUNS
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Dhanush Long Range Artillery Guns are the first ever indigenous 155 mm x 45 calibredagg artillery guns.
Dhanush Long Range Artillery Guns are equipped with inertial navigation-based sighting system, auto-laying
facility, on-board ballistic computation and an advanced day and night direct firing system.

The selfpropulsion unit on Dhanush allows the gun to negotiate and deploy itself in mountainous terra
with ease.

Dhanush is also electronically upgraded to enhance firing accuracies, laying speeds of the existing gun and to
provide compatibility with various kinds of ammunition as well.

Dhanush Howitzer is an improved version of Bofors guns acquired by India between 1987 and 1991.
Dhanush Howitzer is a reverse-engineered upgraded variant of the original Bofors design.

Dhanush reportedly has a new maximum effective range of 38 kilometers in salvo mode.

Dhanush Howitzer is capable of firing eight rounds per minutes and needs a crew of six to eight artillerymen.

ONE MUST KNOW

Dhanush makes outranged Pakani artillery units more vulnerable to Indian countdvattery fire, while itself
staying out of reach.

Dhanush's longer range and high rate of fire will also make it useful in tackling localised Pakistan Ar
offensives in sectors of the LoC where ttexrain favours the Pakistani side.

TASHIGANY/ILLAGE IMHPGETS THBEISTINCTION OF THEGHEST

POLLINGSTATION

NS

{

ny's

Tashigang, a small Himachal Pradesh village has got the distinction of the highest polling station in the wdkld.

Tashigang is located at an altitude of 15,256 feet.

ABOUTTASHIGANGEOLLINGSTATION

Tashigang polling station falls in Buddhidominated LahawSpiti and forms part of the Mandi Lok Sabhg

seat.

Tashigang is situated at about 29 km from the India-China border and the polling station covers two villages-
Tashigang and Gete.

The polling station has 48 voters, of which 30 are men and 18 women.

Even though Tashigang has all necessary facilities like power and water supply but lacks mobile connegtivity

and election officials will use a satéke phone during polls on May 19.

INTERESTING TO KNDW

Initially, election officials had intended to set up the polling booth at Gete village but shifted it to Tashigang as
the government school building there was not found safe.

Earlier the tiny settlemat of Hikkim in Himachal Pradesh positioned at an altitude of about 14,400 ft, was the

highest polling station in the country.
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PFMBECOMEMNDIAS SECONDARGESSTATEOWNEDHNANCIAIHRM

1

LARUd ABSENTERWITHGLOBAIFUNDFORSUPPLYOFHIVTREATMENT

StateOwned Power Finance Corporation (PFC) has completed the attimjui of majority stake in REC Ltd by
transferring Rs 14,500 crore to the Government.

DETAILS

The merger of both the entities is expected to be completed in the next fiscal year in consultation with the
government.

This acquisition and merger will makeFE secondargest governmerdowned financial player in the country
based on the current market capital after State Bank of India (SBI) and also PFC will be thehitivelst
profit-making financial player in India.

DETAILS OF THE ACQUISN

PFC paid Rs 14,500 crore to the Union Government to buy a 52.63% stake in REC.
This acquisition results in an $80-billion lending giant by assets and potentially helps in faster resolution of

stressed assets in India's power sector.

The acquisition also helped the union government exceed its disinvestment target of Rs 80,000 crore for the
fiscal year 2018-19.

The consolidation will help in raising funds at competitive costs and lead to convergence of lending policies and

rates.
Further, it will also help in improving asset quality and impress upon state utilities to improve their performance.

INTERESTING TO KNDW

PFC taking over REC makes it a dominant player not only in the power sector but also in the entire financial

market space.

PFC's strategic importance to the government will further increase upon completion of the acquisition as the
combined entity will become the biggest non-bank finance entity in which the government holds a controlling
stake.

Since PFC and REC have a robust presence in the consortium of lenders to power companies, the consolidation
will help in the faster resolution of stressed assets.

|l

DRUGS

Hyderabadbased pharma Larus Labs Limited has announced that it has entered into a strgpegicership
agreement with Global Fund for a period of 3.5 yeaT&e agreement gives Laurus Labs volume commitments
for drugs from the Global Fund for the treatment of HIV/AIDS.

ABOUT'GLOBALFUND TOHGHTAIDS TUBERCULOSIS ANMALARIA:
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9 "Global Fund toFight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria" was created in 2002 to raise, manage and inves} the
world's money to respond to three of the deadliest infectious diseases the world has ever known.
9 The Global Fund was established with an objective to defeat these three diseases.

=

AIDS, TB and malaria are all preventable and treatable.

9 The tackling of these disease requires the commitment not only of world leaders and decision-makers but also
of those working on the ground to help the men, women and children living with these diseases.

I The idea of Global fund was discussed in the G8 summit in Okinawa, Japan, in 2000 and the real commifment
began to coalesce at the African Union summit in April 2001.

I The idea continued doing rounds at the United Nations General Asserfiipigcial Session in 2001 and finallly
endorsed by the G8 at their summit in Genoa, Italy, in July 2001.

9 The public sector contributions have constituted 95 per cent of all financing raised by the Global Fund and the
remaining 5 per cent came from the private sector or other financing initiatives such as Product Red.

9 Global Fund aims to attract, leverage and invest additional resources to end the epidemics of HIV/AIDS,

tuberculosis and malaria to support attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals established by the United

Nations.

REATION O8X ADDITIONAIPOSTIN THENCLATAPPROVEBY THE
UNIONCABINET

I The Union Cabinet has approved the creation of six additional posts in the National Company Law Appdllate
Tribunal (NCLAT).

DETAILS

1 The proposal involve the creation of three additional posts each for judicial members and technical memb
in the NCLAT.-

9 The creation of additional posts will help meet the mandate provided to NCLAT by the Finance Act 2017, the
Companies Act 2013 and the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 2016.

14

LIS

ABOUT THRIATIONALCOMPANYLAW APPELLATERIBUNAL

1 National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) was established under Section 410 of the Compani¢s Ac
2013 for hearing appeals against the orders of National Company Law Tribunal J[NCLT

9 The current Chairperson of NCLAT is Hon'ble Justice Shri S.J. Mukhopadhaya, former Judge of the Sgpren
Court.

1 NCLAT is the Appellate Tribunal for hearing appeals against the orders passed by NCLT under the Insdlvenc
and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (IBC).

I NAAT hears appeals against the orders passed by Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India.

9 NCLAT is also the Appellate Tribunal to hear and dispose of appeals against any direction issued or decision

made or order passed by the Competition Commission of India (CCI) — as per the amendment brought to Section
410 of the Companies Act, 2013 by the Finance Act, 2017.
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INDIA AND THAFRICANUNION SIGNMOU.

1 India and the African Union have signed an MoU to initiate and strengthen the cooperation in the hedlth
sector in a structured and organised manner by establishing the Indifiica health sciences collaborative
platform.

DETAILS

9 Following the deliberations at the first Indidfrica Health Sciences Meet in 2016, Indian Council of Medigal
Research (ICMR) had takem the mandate to initiate and strengthen the cooperation in the health sector in
a structured and organized manner by establishing an Indiisica Health Sciences Collaborative Platforih
(IAHSP).

I The MoU signed aims to formalise this partnership by establishing a framework.

9 The India-Africa Health Sciences Collaborative platform would focus on training and strengthening capacity of
health professionals, researchers, regulators and industry staff, support research collaborations for developing
preventive tools and improved diagnostics for diseases which are regional priorities in India and Africa.

ABOUT THAFRICANJNION

1 The African Union (AU) is a continental union consisting of 55 member states located in the continerft of
Africa.

9 African Union was foundean 26 May 2001 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and launched on 9 July 2002 in Sputh
Africa.

1 The African Union replaced the Organisation of African Unity (OAU), established on 25 May 1963.

9 The African Union was established for accelerating the process of integration in the continent to enable it to play
its rightful role in the global economy while addressing multifaceted social, economic and political problems
compounded as they are by certain negative aspects of globalisation.

1 All UN member states based in Afa@nd on African waters are members of the African Union.

TURINGAWARDZ2018AWARDEDIO GEOFFREMINTON YANN LEQUN
AND YOSHUABENGIO

I The Turing Award 2018 has been awarded to Geoffrey Hinton, Yann LeCun and Yoshua Bengio whq¢ hav
kickstarted an Al revolutin by studying the learning abilities of large artificial neural networks.

DETAILS

1 The deep neural network uses layers of artificial neurons which mimics the structure of animal brains.
Such Al is increasingly used in products that people use every-dilayn smart speakers to Facebook.
9 This forms the backbone of Deep Learning.

=

WHAT IDEEREARNING
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9 Deep learning involves building conuper programs which mimics the structure of animal brains, with manjy
layers of artificial neurons used for processing the data.

9 When the network of neurons digests data, each neuron has individual responses within each layer. These
outputs are passed to the next layer until the network finally forms a decision or judgment about the input.

9 This deep learning technology can be used to transcribe human speech or recognise a person's face in different
photographs.

ABOUT THHURINGAWARD

1 Turing Award is an arumal prize given by the Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) for individuals who
have contributed a lasting and major technical importance to the computer field.

1 The Turing award is accompanied by a prize of US $1 million, with financial supportged\Wy Google.

9 Turing Award is recognized as the highest distinction in computer science and is often referred to ag the
"Nobel Prize of computing".
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