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MONTHLY CURRENT AFFAIRS GK DIGEST:
MAY 2019

AIR MARSHAL RAKESH KUMAR TO TAKE OVER AS VICE CHIEF OF IAF

On May the 1st 2019, Air Marshal Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria will take over as Vice Chief of Indian Air
Force, after superannuation of incumbent Air Marshal Anil Khosla.

ABOUT AIR MARSHAL R.K.S BHADAURIA:

e R.K.S Bhadauria was commissioned into India Air Force fighter stream on 15th June 1980 with the Sword
of Honour.

e He has held important designations like Commandant of National Defence Academy, Senior Air Staff Officer
at Central Air Command and Deputy Chief of Air Staff from January 2016 to February 28, 2017.

e As Deputy Chief, he was chairman of the Indian negotiating team for 36 Rafale combat aircraft deal
with France.

www.BankExamsToday.com Page 5




Monthly Current Affairs GK Digest: May 2019

e From March 2017 till august 2018, he served as Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief (AOC-in-C), Southern Air
Command.
e He currently heads IAF's Bengaluru-based Training Command.

ABOUT THE VICE CHIEF OF THE AIR STAFF (VCAS):

o The VCAS is second-highest ranking officer in Indian Air Force (IAF).

e [tis athree-star appointment and is held by an Air Officer of the rank of Air Marshal.

o He serves as Principal Staff Officer (PSO) at the Air Headquarters, New Delhi.

e His responsibilities include operations and flying related tasks.

e The VCAS assumes duties and responsibilities of Chief of Air Staff (CAS) in event of his absence or is unable
to perform his duties.

GOLDMAN ENVIRONMENTAL PRIZE AWARDED TO ALFRED BROWNELL

Alfred Brownell, an environmental lawyer and activist was awarded the Goldman Environmental Prize.

DETAILS:

o He was awarded the prize for exposing alleged abuse by the palm oil company Golden Veroleum
Liberia and helping to prevent it from converting about 50 square kms of forest that is home to
elephants, pygmy hippopotamuses and chimpanzees.

e The company had been given a green light in 2010 by the government to expand in the country and was
poised to turn more than 2,000 square kms of the lush forest into palm oil plantations.

o He won the Goldman prize along with five others for grassroots environmental activism.

ABOUT THE GOLDMAN ENVIRONMENTAL PRIZE:

o The prize was created in 1989 by philanthropists Richard and Rhoda Goldman.
e Winners are selected from nominations made by environmental organisations and others.
e The prize carries a $200,000 award.

AYUSHMAN BHARAT DIWAS: 30 APRIL

As part of the Gram Swaraj Abhiyan, Ayushman Bharat Diwas was celebrated across the country on April
30th.

DETAILS:

e For the first time, the day was observed on 30th April 2018.

e During the event, information regarding Ayushman Bharat Scheme was provided to people during health
camps organised in rural areas.

e On this day, Gram Sabhas were organized in different parts of the country to create awareness about the
National Health Protection Mission and verify and update details in the Socio-Economic and Caste Census
database.
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ABOUT THE AYUSHMAN BHARAT SCHEME:

¢ The Central Government on March 21st 2018, had approved the launch of a new Centrally
Sponsored 'Ayushman Bharat -National Health Protection Mission (AB- NHPM)'.

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched the scheme on April 14th 2018 at Bijapur, Chhattisgarh.

o The scheme has the benefit cover of Rs. 5 lakh per family per year.

o The target beneficiaries of the proposed scheme will be more than 10 crore families belonging to poor and
vulnerable population.

PROCESS TO PROCURE MISSILES BY THE INDIAN ARMY IS UNDERWAY

The Indian Army is in the process of procuring Spike-LR Anti-Tank Missiles from Israel and Igla-S Very
Short Range Air Defence Systems (VSHORAD) from Russia.

DETAILS:

e The Indian Army is doing this through a set of new financial powers for emergency procurements
sanctioned by the Defence Ministry.

e The Request For Proposal (RFP) for the two deals have been issued and the negotiations are ongoing.

e Under the latest emergency financial powers, armed forces have been given a free hand to procure
equipment worth upto Rs.300 crore on a priority basis.

e Under the emergency route, the Army is looking to procure about 12 launchers and around 250
missiles for each system.

e Deliveries have to be completed in three months, but extendable to six months.

CLAIRE POLOSAK BECOMES FIRST FEMALE UMPIRE IN A MEN'S ODI

Australia's Claire Polosak has become the first female umpire to officiate in a men's one-day international
at the ICC World Cricket League Division 2

DETAILS:

¢ Polosak stood in the final between tournament host Namibia and Oman.

e The 31-year-old became the first woman to umpire an Australian men's domestic fixture in October
2017.

e Polosak has overseen 15 women's ODIs and stood in the semi-final of the Women's World Twenty20 in
2018.

¢ She and Eloise Sheridan became the first female umpires to officiate on-field together in a
professional match in Australia in last year's Women's Big Bash League.

US TO WITHDRAW SIGNATURE FROM U.N. ARMS TRADE TREATY

US President Donald Trump stated that his administration is withdrawing the U.S. signature from the U.N.
Arms Trade Treaty, in response to concerns from gun rights activists that it could impinge on Americans'
right to bear arms.
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DETAILS:

e Former US President Barack Obama signed the treaty in 2013 and sent the treaty to the Senate for
ratification.

o The Trump administration has rejected or withdrawn from a number of international agreements signed
by his predecessors, including the Iran nuclear deal.

ABOUT THE U.N. ARMS TRADE TREATY:

e The ATT, which has been ratified by more than 100 countries, entered into force in December 2014.

e Itregulates the trade in conventional arms such as small arms, battle tanks, combat aircraft, and warships.

o Italso aims to prevent and eradicate the illicit trade in conventional arms and prevent their
diversion.

e While the treaty was signed by Barack Obama, it is yet to be ratified by the US.

CBSE WILL CONDUCT TWO-LEVEL EXAMS FOR CLASS 10

CBSE to conduct two-level exams for Class 10th Mathematics and English in which 20 marks internal exam
will be conducted by respective schools and 80 marks will be given to theory conducted by the board.

DETAILS:

e The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) will be conducting two-level exams for class 10th
Mathematics and English papers from 2020 onwards.

e The circular has been sent to schools with proper guidelines and will be implemented from the board in
2020.

e According to a notice accessed by the indianexpress.com, a total of 20 marks will be assigned for school-
based assessment in each of the exams.

e In order to be considered for the board exams, students will have to clear the school-based exams
first.

e (SBE called the move 'learner-centric' and said that the need for school-based 'internal assessments' is
increasing.

INTERNATIONAL WORKER'S DAY: 1ST MAY

International Worker's Day also known as Labour Day and May Dayj, is observed on 1st May every year, to
promote and encourage the international labour associations.

DETAILS:

e The theme of Labour Day 2019 is 'Uniting Workers for Social and Economic Advancement'.
e Labour Day provides the Labours their right to work for only 8 hours a day.

LET US HAVE A LOOK AT HISTORY:

e 1st May was chosen to be International Workers' Day to commemorate the 1886 Haymarket affair
in Chicago.
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In that year beginning on 1st May, there was a general strike for the eight-hour workday.

On 4th May, the police acted to disperse a public assembly in support of the strike when an unidentified
person threw a bomb.

Due to which several people and police officers died and more than 100 people were injured.

In 1889, a meeting took place in Paris where it was decided to celebrate May Day on an annual basis
through a proposal given by Raymond Lavigne.

MAY DAY IN INDIA:

The first celebration of the day in India was organised in Madras (now Chennai) by the Labour
Kisan Party of Hindustan on May 1st, 1923.

This was also the time when the Red Flag (the day's symbol used since its foundation) was first used in
India.

GSI INSTALLS GEOLOGICAL DISPLAY BOARDS IN MEGHALAYA

The Geological Survey of India (GSI) North Eastern Region (NER) installed two geological display boards at
two important geological sites in Meghalaya.

DETAILS:

The boards are unveiled at Meghalayas two important geological sites namely Mawmluh cave and
Therriaghat, Sobhar in East Khasi Hill District.

These geological display boards with geo-scientific information will help in creating awareness
among visiting tourists, students and general public.

They will help preserve site and also help future generation to be aware of such geological developments.

ABOUT MAWMLUH CAVE:

Its importance was highlighted recently when high resolution stable isotopic studies of stalagmites from
the cave showed that there was a major climatic event about 4200 years ago.

The stalagmite in Mawmluh cave has been tagged as Global Stratotype Section and Point (GSSP). It makes it
the first formally ratified marker of a geological time period in India.

The Meghalayan Age period that began about 4200 years ago experienced an abrupt mega-drought and
cooling around the world.

ABOUT THERRIAGHAT:

It marks the Cretaceous (K)-Palaeogene (Pg) mass extinction event.

The Um-Sohryngkew (Wahrew) river section at Therriaghat is known for having the most complete
records of Cretaceous-Palaeogene (K-Pg) boundary transition in India.

There is also a high level of iridium metal from the boundary which marks a catastrophic

event when a giant meteorite hit earth.
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'CHANDRAYAAN-2' LUNAR MISSION TO BE LAUNCHED IN JULY 2019

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) announced that India's second lunar mission
Chandrayaan-2 is scheduled to be launched between July 9th and 16th 2019.

The Chandrayaan-2's lander will touch down near Moon's south pole on 6th September 2019.

ABOUT THE CHANDRAYAN-2 MISSION:

Itis India's second lunar mission.

It would be launched using India's most powerful rocket GSLV MK-III from Satish Dhawan Space
Centre in Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh.

It has three modules (a detachable self-contained unit of a spacecraft) namely Orbiter,

Lander named Vikram and Rover named Pragyan.

The Orbiter and Lander modules will be put together as an integrated module and accommodated inside
GSLV MK-II], a three stage launch vehicle equipped to lift the heaviest satellites into orbit. The Rover is
enclosed inside the Lander.

Once spacecraft is launched into earth bound orbit by GSLV MK-III, the integrated module will reach Moon
orbit using Orbiter propulsion module.

Then, the Vikram Lander would separate from the Orbiter and will make soft landing at a predetermined
site close to lunar South Pole.

The wheeled Pragyan Rover will roll out for carrying out scientific experiments on the lunar
surface.

Instruments are mounted on Lander and Orbiter for carrying out scientific experiments. The data collected
by them would be relayed to earth.

MISSION OBJECTIVE:

Its payloads will collect scientific information on lunar (Moon) topography, mineralogy, elemental
abundance, lunar exosphere and signatures of hydroxyl and water-ice.

IMPORTANCE OF THIS MISSION:

Chandrayan-2 mission would land on southern pole of the Moon, which is still unexplored by any of
the countries.

Therefore landing of the spacecraft near lunar south pole would be historically significant as it
would give ISRO the opportunity to name that site on the Moon.

All the three modules namely Orbiter, Lander (Vikram) & Rover (Pragyan) are developed by India.
Unlike Chandrayan-1 (India's first lunar mission) launched using PSLV rocket and which involved only
orbiting the Moon, Chandryaan 2 would attempt a soft landing close to lunar south pole.

TTFI DECIDES TO BID FOR WORLD TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS 2024

Table Tennis Federation of India (TTFI) has decided to bid for the 2024 edition of the biennial World Team
Championships.

The last time India hosted a World Championships was way back in 1987.
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DETAILS:

In the 2024 edition, 32 teams will take part.

Team Championships take place on even years and Individual Championships on odd years.

The last big ITTF event that was staged in India was in 2012 when Hyderabad hosted the World Junior
Championships.

Recently, TTFI has recommended three names to the sports ministry for the Arjuna award and they are
Harmeet Desai, Sanil Shetty, and Madhurika Patkar.

ABOUT THE TABLE TENNIS FEDERATION OF INDIA (TTFI):

TTFl is the governing body for table tennis in India.
It was founded in 1926.

It is headquartered in New Delhi.

Its President is Dushyant Chautala.

MAHARASHTRA DAY AND GUJARAT DAY CELEBRATED ON MAY 1

May 1st is celebrated as Maharashtra Day and Gujarat Day.

DETAILS:

In 1960, the Bombay Reorganization Act was passed by India's Parliament to divide the multilingual
state of Bombay into Gujarat and Maharashtra.

The legislation came into effect on May 1st, 1960.

The state of Bombay formerly comprised of speakers of different languages such as Marathi, Gujarati,
Konkani, and Kutchi.

ONE MUST KNOW:

During the mid-1950s, a movement known as the Samyukta Maharashtra Samiti started demanding
a separate Marathi-speaking state while MahaGujarat Movement aimed at the formation of a state
for Gujarati-speaking people.

The movements ended with the creation of the Bombay Reorganization Act.

The States Reorganisation Act, 1956 defined boundaries for the states within India on the basis of
languages.

This was at the forefront of the movement to divide the Bombay State into two states; one composed of
areas where people primarily spoke Gujarati and Kutchhi and the other where people primarily spoke
Marathi and Konkani.

INTERESTING TO KNOW:

The state of Maharashtra and Gujarat were formed as a result of the Sanyukta Maharashtra Samiti
movement according to the Bombay Reorganisation Act, 1960 enacted by the Parliament of India on
25th April 1960.

The act came into effect on 1st May 1960, hence the reason of annual celebration.
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KUMAR SANGAKKARA NAMED FIRST NON-BRITISH PRESIDENT OF MCC

Former Sri Lankan cricket team captain Kumar Sangakkara appointed as the first non-British president of
the Marylebone Cricket Club.

DETAILS:

o Sangakkara will be the first overseas MCC president in the organization's 233-year history.

o The wicketkeeper-batsman, whose nomination was announced by current president Anthony Wreford will
begin his one-year tenure in October.

e Heis an honorary life member of MCC.

ABOUT KUMAR SANGAKKARA:

o Heis widely regarded as one of the world's most influential cricketers and one of the greatest batsmen of
all-time.

e Aleft-handed top-order batsman, he is also a record-breaking wicket-keeper, although he no longer
kept wicket at the end of his Test career.

APURVI CHANDELA ATTAINED WORLD NUMBER ONE SPOT IN 10M AIR RIFLE

Indian shooting ace Apurvi Chandela attained the world number one position in the women's 10 metres air
rifle event.
e Apurvi Chandela won Gold Medal at the 2019 ISSF World Cup held in New Delhi and won Bronze medal
securing third place in 2015 World Cup held in Changwon.

DETAILS ABOUT OTHER EXTRAORDIARY WOMEN IN THIS SPORT:

e Anjum Moudgil attained number two after consistent performances in recent years.

o Therifle ace from Jaipur is among the five Indian shooters to have already secured 2020 Olympics
quotas for the country.

e Moudgil attained the world number two rank in 10 metres Air Rifle after her mixed team Gold at the ISSF
World Cup in Beijing.

e Manu Bhaker is the world number 10 in 25 metres pistol women category.

LET US ALSO LOOK AT THE MEN'S CATEGORY:

e Divyansh Singh Panwar's World Cup exploits in Beijing helped him reach world number four spot in
10 metres air rifle category.

¢ Divyansh won two gold medals at Beijing - 10 metres air rifle and 10 metres air rifle mixed team - and also
secured his quota at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

o Abhishek Verma won a gold in Beijing reached world number three in 10 metres Air Pistol category.

e India's teen sensation Saurabh Chaudhary was not far away at world number 6.

e Anish Bhanwala, another of India's talented young shooter, secured the 10th spot in 25 metres
Rapid Fire Pistol category.
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UK PARLIAMENT PASS AN ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE EMERGENCY
DECLARATION

The UK Parliament becomes the first national government to pass an exemplary measure, that is, a
national declaration of an Environment and Climate Emergency.
e This move marks a serious emergency in dealing with climate change.

ABOUT THE DECLARATION:

o The declaration was preceded by a visit by teenage activist Greta Thunberg (to the Parliament), the
feature of David Attenborough's documentary movie titled 'Climate Change: The Facts' and the 11-
days of constant protest by an environmental group 'Extinction Rebellion'.

e Britain's opposition Labour Party called for this serious action.

INTERESTING TO KNOW:

e The decision of emergency in Parliament caters to national reductions and investment in the reduction of
carbon emissions and saving the planet.

e Compared to its 1990 levels, UK (United Kingdom) was later legally committed to an 80% reduction
in carbon emissions by 2050 and recently featured as 1 of 18 developed economies to decrease
CO2(carbon dioxide) emissions in the last 10 years.

e (ertain cities and local councils have laid down their climate emergency schemes to become 'carbon zero'
by 2030.

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT VLADIMIR PUTIN SIGNS A "SOVEREIGN INTERNET"
LAW

Russian President Vladimir Putin signed into law a "Sovereign Internet” bill that will allow Russian
authorities to isolate the country's internet to expand the government's control over it.
e This move is being publicly denounced by all rights groups in Russia and will lead to censorship over large
parts of the Internet.

DETAILS:

e The new move requires Internet providers to install equipment for routing Russian web traffic
through servers in Russia which will allow the Russian intelligence agencies of state authorities to
control public information.

o Roskomnadzor's chief (Roskomnadzor is Russia's chief media regulator), Aleksandr Zharov, notified that
the measures would also target the Telegram app widely used by Russians.

o The text of the law was published on 1st May 2019 and will come into effect after November.

e Russian lawmakers support the new law to ensure the security of Russia's online networks.

e The move includes measures to create technology to watch internet routing, to move Russian
internet traffic away from foreign servers.

e In March 2019, the Russian President signed a controversial law that permitted courts to fine and briefly
imprison people who showed disrespect towards authorities. He also blocked the media for publishing
"fake news".
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o These laws are part of an ongoing Kremlin prevention on media and internet freedoms in which the public
is imprisoned for sharing petty humorous memes.

e (Creation of an alternative Domain Name System (DNS) was asked for to protect the Russian-
language section of the internet if it is disconnected from the World Wide Web.

GOVERNMENT'S TAKE ON THIS LEGISLATION:

e The government vehemently defended the legislation as a defensive step in case the United States
cuts Russia out from the global Internet.

o Russia took this step to ensure the security of its network after US (United States) President Donald Trump
brought about a new American cyber-security strategy in 2018 that held Russia responsible for carrying
out cyber-attacks.

SK GHOTIA TAKES CHARGE AS AIR OFFICER COMMANDING-IN-CHIEF

Air Marshal SK Ghotia VSM took charge as Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief of Training Command.
e He will succeed Air Marshal Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria, who has recently assumed charge as Vice
Chief of the Air Staff.

ABOUT AIR MARSHALL SK GHOTIA:

e He was commissioned in the fighter stream of Indian Air Force in Dec 1981 and is an alumnus of the
National Defence Academy.

He is a Qualified Flying Instructor with more than 1000 hrs of instructional experience.

He has also served as a Directing Staff at the prestigious Defence Services Staff College, Wellington.
He was awarded Vishist Seva Medal in 2007.

He was also commended by the Air Officer Commanding-In-Chief, Western Air Command in 1994.

M JAYSHREE VYAS FIRST INDEPENDENT WOMAN DIRECTOR OF BSE

Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) has appointed chartered accountant M Jayshree Vyas as its first
independent woman director to the board.
o However, BSE has missed the deadline of April 1 which was given to all top 500 listed companies based on
their market capitalisation to appoint an independent woman director on their board.

ABOUT M JAYSHREE VYAS:

o Earlier, M Jayshree Vyas worked as the Managing Director of Shree Mahila Sewa Sahakari Bank,
Ahmedabad since 1986.
e She had also helped in launching the first financial literacy program in Sewa bank in 2001.

ONE MUST KNOW:

e According to the Companies Act, 2013 a certain category of companies should have at least one
woman director on board.

o Securities Exchange Board of India (SEBI), in compliance with the provisions of Companies Act
2013, made it mandatory to have at least one woman director on board from October 2014.
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ARCHAEOLOGISTS UNEARTH INDIA'S BIGGEST STUCCO FIGURINE

Indian archaeologists recently unearthed a life-sized stucco sculpture from a Buddhist site at Phanigiri in
Suryapet, Telangana.

DETAILS:

o The sculpture is about 1.73 metres in height and 35 cm in width.

e [tis considered to have been built at the peak of Ikshavaku dynasty.

o The preliminary excavation at Phanigiri was started by archaeological department official Khaja
Muhammad Ahmad in 1941.

o The present excavations are being conducted by assistant professor Srikanth Ganveer as co-excavation
director and Pagadam Nagaraju as excavation director.

ONE MUST KNOW:

e As per heritage department officials, it represents one of Bhodhisattva in Jathaka Chakra.
e Also, this is the largest stucco sculpture found from India till date.

ABOUT THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA:

Alexander Cunningham was the founder of the Archaeological Survey of India.
Archaeological Survey of India was founded in 1861.

It is headquartered in New Delhi.

Its parent organisation is Ministry of Culture, Government of India.

'BHARAT FIBRE' TO START INTERNET SERVICE IN PULWAMA

State-owned telecom firm, BSNL (Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited) launched 'Bharat Fibre' to become the 1st
operator to start optical fiber-based high-speed broadband service in Pulwama.
o The Bharat Fibre services with reliable and high-speed internet are provided on the optical fibre by FTTH
(fibre-to-the-home) service up to the customer premises.

DETAILS:

e The service was launched by BSNL Chief General Manager of Jammu and Kashmir Circle, Rana Ashok
Kumar Singh, in the presence of Srinagar General Manager Telecom District Zafar Igbal and BSNL's channel
partner, Mir Nazir.

e BSNL provides the FTTH service with a monthly charge of Rs 777-16,999 in around 160 telecom districts
with a minimum speed of 2 megabit-per-second (Mbps).

e The 'Bharat Fibre' service has been launched on a revenue sharing basis in a business collaborative
model with the local channel partner of Pulwama area.

e The equipment of FTTH has been installed and commissioned by the channel partner whereas the
customer billing services are being provided by BSNL.
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POSTAL STAMPS TO COMMEMORATE SRI VEDANTA DESIKAN

In order to commemorate the 750th birth anniversary of Sri Vedanta Desikan, Vice President M. Venkaiah
Naidu unveiled a postage stamp in New Delhi.
o The stamp has been released by the Indian postal department.
o The releasing of the commemorative postage stamp is aimed towards inspiring the younger generation to
practice humanism, peace and compassion propagated by the great saint and spiritual icon.

ABOUT SRI VEDANTA DESIKAN:

e Bornin 1268 CE, he was a Sri Vaishnava philosopher and one of the most brilliant stalwarts of Sri
Vaishnavism in the post-Ramanuja period.

e He was an awardee of Vedanta Desika (supreme teacher of the conclusion of all knowledge).

e He also received titles such as 'Kavitarkika-Kesari' and 'Kavitarkika-Simham' (Lion amongst poets); and
'Ramanuja-Daya-Patram’.

o The most essential feature of his philosophy is the 'aspect of inclusion' which means anyone,
irrespective of any caste or creed could join Sri Vaishnava fold.

o The basis of his spiritual teachings was peace and humanity.

GREEN NUMBER PLATES MANDATED ON ALL ELECTRIC VEHICLES

The Central Government has instructed all state transport departments to mandate green number plates
on all types of electric vehicles, whether brand new or used.

REASON BEHIND THIS DECISION:

o The reason behind this move is to distinguish green vehicles for preferential treatment in parking,
free entry in congested zones, and concessional toll.

GOVERNMENT'S VISION FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLES:

e Allowing youngsters in the age group of 16-18 years to ride e-scooters, as they are gearless, and
easy to use.

o To direct taxi aggregators to have an incremental share of electric vehicles from 2020, this could be
1 percent of the fleet every year.

e To set the rate of depreciation on EVs at 50% as against the 15% for conventionally powered vehicles.

PSA AND IIT-DELHI SIGN TO SET UP 'CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE FOR WASTE
TO WEALTH

Principal Scientific Adviser (PSA) to the Government of India and Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IIT-
Delhi) have inked a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for setting up a 'Centre of Excellence for Waste
to Wealth Technologies in India' to commemorate the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi on 2nd
October 2019.
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DETAILS:

e The MoU has been signed by Principal Scientific Advisor to the Government of India, Prof K. Vijay Raghavan
and Director, I[IT Delhi, Prof V. Ramgopal Rao in New Delhi.

o The Centre will work towards the implementation of sustainable, scientific and technological
solutions for waste management by deploying available technologies for transformation of waste to
wealth.

o The project has been approved under the recently constituted Prime Minister's Science Technology
and Innovation Advisory Council (PM-STIAC).

e Apart from this, a waste to wealth programme management centre will also be set up at IIT Delhi.

ABOUT PRINCIPAL SCIENTIFIC ADVISER (PSA):

o Established in 1999, PSA is a "think-tank" and "action-tank" for science, technology and innovation

activities.
e Dr.A.P.]. Abdul Kalam was the first PSA from 1999-2001 and Dr. R. Chidambaram from 2001-2018.
e Current PSA is Professor K. Vijay Raghavan.

NSE BANNED BY SEBI FROM SECURITIES MARKET FOR 6 MONTHS

Market regulator, Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has banned NSE, National Stock Exchange
from gaining access to the securities market for a period of 6 months.

DETAILS:

e SEBI also fined NSE a sum of Rs. 1,000 crore, that is, Rs. 624.89 crore and an additional 12%
interest, from 1st April 2014 for NSE's failure to exercise effective due diligence during co-location
facility.

e The amountis to be deposited in the Investor Protection and Education Fund (IPEF).

WHAT IS THE CO-LOCATION CASE?

e [tisasystem in trade execution, where a broker's server is kept in the exchange premises to decrease
latency or delay in computational terms.

o SEBI got complaints against NSE in 2015, which stated that the computational systems that NSE used
to distribute information through co-location facilities were partial and it allowed the users to
extract data before the others could, thus creating a pool of information-imbalance among the
users.

SEBI'S SAY IN THE CO-LOCATION CASE:

o NSE was charged guilty of fraud and unfair trade practice under the SEBI 'Prohibition of Fraudulent
and Unfair Trade Practices' (PFUTP) Regulations.

e NSE also affected market fairness by not exercising requisite due diligence while fixing the TBT (tick-by-
tick data feed) architecture.
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e SEBI], having estimated that NSE had earned a profit of Rs 624.89 crore during 2010-11 to 2013-14 from its
co-location operation, and ordered the former and the present top employees in the exchange-management
to refrain from holding any position in the stock exchange for 2 to 3 years.

'"KNIGHT OF THE LEGION OF HONOUR' CONFERRED UPON A.S. KIRAN KUMAR

Former Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) chief A.S. Kiran Kumar has been conferred France's
highest civilian award "Knight of the Legion of Honour".

DETAILS:

e This award is for A.S. Kiran Kumar's invaluable contribution to the development of the India-France space
cooperation.

e The award was presented by Ambassador of France to India, Alexandre Ziegler, on the behalf of
President of the French Republic.

e The Padma Shri awardee served as the ISRO chief from 2015 to 2018.

ABOUT THE INDIAN SPACE RESEARCH ORGANISATION (ISRO):

e [SRO is headquartered in Bengaluru, Karnataka.
e K. Sivan is the current director of ISRO.

JAIPUR TO HOST THE ASIAN YOUTH WOMEN HANDBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

The 8th edition of Asian Youth Women Handball Championship 2019 will be held in Jaipur from August 21
to 30.

DETAILS:

e This is the first time Jaipur will host this prestigious tournament.
e Earlier in 2015, Delhi hosted the event and India finished at seventh place.
e This event will be organised by Asian Handball Federation (AHF).

ONE MUST KNOW:

o In this event, total 10 teams will participate including defending champion South Korea.
o The 7th edition was held in Jakarta, Indonesia in 2017 and South Korea was the champion while
Japan and China had finished second and third place respectively.

ABOUT THE ASIAN HANDBALL FEDERATION (AHF):

e AHF is headquartered in Kuwait City, Kuwait.
e Its President is Sheikh Ahmed Al-Fahad Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah.
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LAUNCH OF 'RISAT 2BR1' PREPONED TO END OF MAY 2019

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) announced its plans to launch its latest radar imaging
reconnaissance satellite 'RISAT 2BR1' towards the end of May 2019.
e [ts launch was earlier scheduled in 2020 after RISAT-2A but is now preponed.

ABOUT THE LAUNCH:

o The RISAT (radar imaging satellite), will be carried by PSLV-C46.

e [tis one of the reusable variants of ISRO's Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) rocket, which have offered
significant progress and technology sophistication in terms of advancement in space technologies.

o The designation 'C-46' is as per ISRO's numbering system.

e [t would depart from first launch pad at Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh.

ABOUT THE RISAT SERIES:

e On 20 April 2009, RISAT-2 was deployed in orbit prior to RISAT- 1.

e This was because following 2008 Mumbai terror attacks Indian forces were in dire need of round
the clock surveillance.

e AsRISAT- 1's C-band SAR radar was not yet ready so RISAT -2 was launched carrying Israeli built X-
band radar.

e Therefore 'RISAT-2' was deployed before RISAT-1. Its main sensor is X-band synthetic aperture radars
(SAR) which provided Indian defence forces all-weather surveillance for monitoring national borders to
notice any potential threat or malicious activity and to carry out anti-infiltration and anti-terrorist
operations.

e RISAT-1 was successfully launched on 26 April 2012 for a period of five years. It is the first indigenous
microwave remote sensing satellite designed and developed by ISRO. It was launched by PSLV-C19 into
Sun's synchronous orbit at an altitude of 536 km.

e The about to be deployed RISAT-2BR1 satellite uses same SAR band and will further improve India's
imaging reconnaissance (surveillance) abilities.

IMPORTANCE OF THESE SATELLITES:

e The RISAT series by ISRO are first all-weather Earth observation satellites.

e These Radar imaging satellites are designed to all-weather surveillance using synthetic aperture
radars (SAR) i.e. they provide a continuous (24x7) view of Earth day or night and even during bad
weather for defence forces to detect infiltration along border.

WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY: 3RD MAY 2019

The World Press Freedom Day 2019 was observed on 3rd May 2019.

DETAILS:

e [t was being jointly organized by UNESCO, African Union Commission and Government of Ethiopia.
o The year 2019 marks 26th celebration of WPFD.
e The main event was being held at the African Union Headquarters at Addis Ababa.
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e Theme for World Press Freedom Day 2019 was "Media for Democracy: Journalism and Elections in
Times of Disinformation”.

e It examines the current challenges faced by media at the time of elections and media's potential in
supporting peace and reconciliation processes.

ABOUT THE WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY:

e [tis observed to raise awareness about importance of freedom of press and freedom of expression as
fundamental human rights.

o WPFD reminds governments of their obligation to respect and uphold right to freedom of
expression defined under Article 19 of Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948.

OBJECTIVE:

e [taims celebrating fundamental principles of press freedom, assessing state of press freedom worldwide,
defending media against attacks on their independence and to pay tribute to journalists who have lost their
lives while doing their duty.

ONE MUST KNOW:

e In December 1993 UN General Assembly (UNGA) following the recommendation of UNESCO's General
Conference, proclaimed 3rd May as World Press Freedom Day.

e 'May 3rd' was selected to commemorate adaptation of 'The Windhoek Declaration' (a draft by
African journalists for development of a Free, Independent and African Pluralistic Press) on 3rd
May 1991.

'COALGATE 2.0', WINS ASTAN COLLEGE OF JOURNALISM'S AWARD

Article titled 'Coalgate 2.0’, authored by Nileena M. S. and published in March 2018 issue of 'The Caravan'
magazine has won the Asian College of Journalism's Award for Investigative Journalism, 2018.

ABOUT '"COALGATE 2.0":

o The article investigates allotment of 'captive coal blocks' in Parba East and Kanta Basan regions of
Chhattisgarh.

o It explores deforestation, re-locations of people, loss of livelihood and denial of forest rights to
tribals.

e [trevealed how a joint venture between Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut Utpadan Nigam Limited (power-
corporation of Rajasthan Government) and Adani Enterprises Limited continues to function on the basis of
agreements that date earlier to September 2014 landmark judgement of Supreme Court, which cancelled
almost all existing permissions for captive mining of coal blocks.

ABOUT THE AC] AWARD FOR INVESTIGATIVE JOUNALISM:

o Itis instituted by the Asian College of Journalism, with support of the Media Development
Foundation.
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e Itrecognises and encourage best works of investigative journalism produced for Indian readers, viewers
and audiences in order to promote journalism in public interest.

e Itis an award for Print and online/digital/multimedia (newspapers, magazines, websites and others)
portals or platforms.

o It comprises of a trophy, a citation and a cash prize of Rs.2,00,000 (rupees two lakhs).

DR. KRISHNAMURTHY SUBRAMANIAN APPOINTED ADVISORY COUNCIL
MEMBER FINANCE COMMISSION

The Chief Economic Advisor (CEA) to Union Government, Dr. Krishnamurthy Subramanian is appointed as
the 12th member of the Advisory Council of the 15th Finance Commission (FC).

ABOUT THE ADVISORY COUNCIL:

e Itnow has 12 members, which include noted economists Surjit Bhalla, Arvind Virmani, Indira Rajaraman
and M Govinda Rao among others.

ROLE AND FUNCTION OF THE ADVISORY COUNCIL:

e To advise FC on any relevant matter or subject related to Terms of Reference (ToR) of Commission.

o Toassist FC in preparing any research paper or study which would enhance the commission's
understanding on issues contained in its ToR.

e To help expand FC's understanding in adopting the best national and international practices on matters of
fiscal devolution.

e To help improve quality, reach and enforcement of FC recommendations.

ABOUT THE FINANCE COMMISSION:

e Itis constituted under Article 280 of the Constitution by the President of India.

e It mainly gives its recommendations on tax devolution i.e. distribution of tax revenues between Union and
States, and amongst states themselves.

e Itisappointed for a period of five years and comprise of five member including one chairman and
four other members.

o First FC was constituted under the chairmanship of Shri K.C. Neogy on 6th April, 1952.

ABOUT THE FIFTEENTH (15TH) FINANCE COMMISSION:

e Itwas constituted in November 2017, to give recommendations for tax devolution and other fiscal
matter for five fiscal years, 1 April 2020- 31 March 2025.

e Itis chaired by N. K. Singh, and members Ajay Narayan Jha, Ashok Lahiri and Anoop Singh.

e Ramesh Chand is a part-time member in FC.

INS RANJIT TO BE DECOMMISSIONED AFTER 36 YEARS

The Indian Navy's frontline missile destroyer INS Ranjit will be decommissioned after 36 years of service.
e The decommission ceremony will be held at Visakhapatnam's naval dockyard on 6th May 2019.
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DETAILS ABOUT INS RAN]JIT:

It was commisioned on September 15th, 1983, with Captain Vishnu Bhagwat in command.

It was third of five Kashin-class destroyers (a series of anti-aircraft guided missile destroyers) built by
former USSR.

As of 2019, only one Kashin-class destroyers ship remains in service with the Russian Navy, and five with
the Indian Navy as Rajput-class destroyers.

It is the first of five Rajput class destroyers to go out of service.

[t was constructed with the serial number 'Yard 2203" in 61 Communards shipyard in Nikolev town, in
Ukraine.

She was launched formally on 16th June 1979 and was given its Russian name "Lovkly" meaning "Agile".
With a motto of 'Sada Rane Jayate' or 'Ever Victorious in Battle', INS Ranjit has been at forefront in
keeping nation secure and was deployed in a number of operations including IPKF (Indian Peace
Keeping Force) operations and Operation Talwar (1999) during Kargil conflict.

INTERESTING TO KNOW:

The Rajput-class destroyers (also known as Kashin-II class or Project 61E) are modified versions of Soviet
Kashin class destroyers.

It includes INS Rajput, INS Rana, INS Ranjit, INS Ranvir and INS Ranvijay.

The Rajput class destroyers were first to be fitted with Brahmos supersonic cruise missiles.

DR. DEVI PRASAD SHETTY AWARDED THE P.C. CHANDRA PURASKAAR 2019

India's most reputed cardiac surgeon and humanitarian, Dr. Devi Prasad Shetty was awarded the 27th P.C.
Chandra Puraskaar, the annual national award from the P.C. Chandra Group at Biswa Bangla Convention
Centre.

General Secretary of Ramakrishna Mission, Belur Math, Swami Suviranandaji Maharaj graced the occasion
as the Chief Guest and gave away the award.

ABOUT DR. DEVI PRASAD SHETTY:

Dr. Shetty is also known as 'The Man with Divine Hands'.
In 2003 he was awarded the Padma Shri and Padma Bhushan in 2013 for medicine.

ABOUT P.C. CHANDRA PURASKAAR:

This award ceremony was introduced in 1993 as a tribute to late Shri Puran Chandra.

It carries an honorarium of Rs. 10 lakhs, which is tax exempt.

The award has recognized people from various fields and paths of life achieving great success in their
respective fields.

ABOUT THE RAMAKRISHNA MISSION:

It was founded by Swami Vivekananda in 1897.
It is headquartered in Belur Math, West Bengal, India.
Purpose of the mission is to work in the fields of Education, Philanthropy, Religious Studies and Spirituality.
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$5 BILLION HEALTHY OCEANS ACTION PLAN LAUNCHED BY ADB

Asian Development Bank (ADB) has launched a $5 billion Action Plan for Healthy Oceans and Sustainable
Blue Economies for the Asia and Pacific region.

DETAILS:

o This will support ADB's developing member countries’ efforts for achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), inclusive of the SDG 14: Life Below Water.

e Among the 10 rivers that transport 88% to 95% of plastics into the sea globally, 8 are in Asia and Pacific
region.

MORE ABOUT THE ACTION PLAN:

e The Healthy Oceans Action Plan was launched at the 52nd Annual Meeting of ADB's Board of Governors,
Fiji.

e Healthy Oceans Action Plan will expand financing and technical assistance for ocean health and marine
economy projects to $5 billion from year 2019 to 2024.

THE 4 AREAS THAT THE ACTION PLAN WILL FOCUS ON, ARE AS FOLLOWS:

Creating inclusive livelihoods and business opportunities in tourism and fisheries.

Conserving marine ecosystems and major rivers.

Decreasing land-based sources of oceanic pollution; including plastics, wastewater and agricultural runoff.
Improving sustainability in port and coastal infrastructure development.

Under this policy, ADB will also launch the Oceans Financing Initiative (will be done by credit risk
guarantees and capital market 'blue bonds") which will help in creating opportunities for the private
sector to invest in projects for bettering marine health.

e The Oceans Financing Initiative will be handled in Southeast Asia in partnership with the ASEAN
(Association of Southeast Asian Nations) Infrastructure Fund and the Republic of Korea.

e AW R

CSC AND IIT-KANPUR TO UPSCALE 'UNNAT BHARAT ABHIYAN'

A Special Purpose Vehicle under the Ministry of Electronics & IT, (Information Technology) called "CSC
(Common Services Centre) e-Governance Services India Limited", has partnered with the Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT) Kanpur to upscale the 'Unnat Bharat Abhiyan'.

e Unnat Bharat Abhiyan project is being led by Dr. Reeta Singh, from IIT Kanpur.

DETAILS:

e 'Unnat Bharat Abhiyan' is a programme of the HRD (Human Resource Development) Ministry which
is working towards achieving solutions for increasing sustainable growth in rural India.

e IIT-Kanpur has brought together 15 leading higher education institutions from UP (Uttar Pradesh)
to work together with CSC, under this policy, for the villages' development.

e Through CSC, they will adopt gram panchayats and equip themselves with citizen-centric services.

o IIT Kanpur has adopted 5 villages for its holistic development.
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e The villages are situated on the outskirts of Kanpur and are as follows: Hridayapur, Baikanthpur,
Ishwariganj, Pratappur Hari and Saxupurva.

o The educational institutions will provide training to the village level entrepreneurs (VLEs) who run
CSCs.

o These entrepreneurs would be equipped with the usage of solar energy, cleanliness and usage of modern
technologies.

o The collaboration of IIT-Kanpur with the leading institutions with CSCs would strengthen the
Government's vision of Digital India.

KING MAHA VAJIRALONGKORN CROWNED KING OF THAILAND

King Maha Vajiralongkorn has been crowned as the Thai King.

DETAILS:

o The three-day coronation, which started on 4th May, is the first since Vajiralongkorn's adored and
revered father was crowned in 1950.

e He was carried by soldiers on a gilded palanquin through the streets of Bangkok on 5th May, in front of
crowds who craned to witness the historic event.

ABOUT KING VAJIRALONGKORN:

e Vajiralongkorn is the King of Thailand since 2016.

e Heis the only son of King Bhumibol Adulyadej and Queen Sirikit.

e In 1972, at the age of 20, he was made crown prince by his father.

e After his father's death on 13 October 2016, he was expected to accede to the throne of Thailand but asked
for time to mourn before taking the throne.

e He accepted the throne on the night of 1 December 2016.

e His coronation took place from 4-6 May 2019.

e The Thai government retroactively declared his reign to have begun on 13 October 2016, upon his father's
death.

e As the tenth monarch of the Chakri dynasty, he is also styled as Rama X.

o Aged 64 at that time, Vajiralongkorn became the oldest Thai monarch to ascend to the throne.

NASA PREDICTS "99942 APOPHIS" TO FLY CLOSE TO EARTH

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has predicted that asteroid "99942 Apophis" will
fly towards the Earth in ten years.

DETAILS:

e There is no need to worry since the asteroid will be about 31,000 kms away from the surface of the
Earth.

e Since it is relatively rare for such a large object like 99942 Apophis to pass so close to Earth, it will offer
scientists around the world a great opportunity to conduct a close-up study of the Apophis’ shape,
composition and possibly even its interior.
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o NASA has stated that about 2 billion people should be able to see it pass by with their naked eyes as
it flies above Earth from the east coast to the west coast of Australia, then across the Indian Ocean
and the equator, before moving west above Africa and finally over the Atlantic Ocean.

e Scientists predict that Apophis still has a small chance of impacting Earth, less than 1 in 100,000 many
decades from now.

ABOUT 99942 APOPHIS:

o Asteroid 99942 Apophis was discovered by US astronomers in 2004 and was named after the
Egyptian God of chaos and destruction.
e Itis a370-meter diameter near-Earth asteroid.

BUSINESSES CAN NOW REMAIN OPEN 24x7 IN GUJARAT

Gujarat Shops and Establishments (Regulation of Employment and Conditions of Service) Act, 2019 passed
by Gujarat Assembly which came into force from May 1, 2019 will allow the shops and other businesses in
the state to operate 24x7.
o The Act was passed by Gujarat Assembly earlier in February 2019.
o The Actreplaced the Gujarat Shops and Establishments Act, 1948 which prevented shops and other
businesses from operating between 12 to 6 a.m.

DETAILS:

e Now shops and other commercial entities which employ more than 10 workers will have to get
registered one-time only with no need for renewal and if they employ less than 10 workers then
there will be no need of registration.

e Under this new act, workers will get twice the regular salary for working. Previously, it was one-and-a-half-
times.

e According to the provision of the new act, working hours for women employees can only be
between 6am to 9pm, which could be relaxed only if a written request is made and authorities have
considered the safety issues for women.

SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR PRESENTED WITH ORDER OF ST. GEORGE AWARD

Indian spiritual leader, Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, was presented with the 'Order of St. George' Award for the
year 2019 as part of the Commemorative Feast at the Puthuppally St. George Orthodox Church (462-year-
old ) in Kottayam, Kerala.
o The award was presented by the head of Kandanad East diocese, Dr. Thomas Mar Athanasius Metropolitan
at the cultural conference held at the church.

ABOUT SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR:

He was born on 13 May 1956 in Papanasam, Tamil Nadu.

In 1997, he established a Geneva-based charity, the International Association for Human Values.
He holds a Bachelor of Science degree from the St. Joseph's College of Bangalore University.

In 2016, he has won Padma Vibhushan, India's Second Highest Civilian Award.
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Sri Sri Ravi Shankar was named by Forbes magazine as the fifth most powerful leader in India in
20009.

In 1981, Sri Sri founded the Art of Living Foundation, a volunteer-based Non-Governmental Organization
(NGO) providing social support to the people.

INDIA'S LAST CAPTIVE WHITE TIGER 'BAJIRAO' DIES

The last captive white tiger at the Sanjay Gandhi National Park (SGNP) in Borivali, Mumbai named Bajirao
died due to old age related problems at the age of 18.

ABOUT THE WHITE TIGER "BAJIRAO":

He was born at the SGNP in 2001 to tigress Renuka and tiger Sidharth.
He suffered from chronic ankyloses (fusion of bones leads to abnormal stiffening and immobility of joint)
on left shoulder and chronic senile generalised arthritis from past four years.

ABOUT WHITE TIGERS:

They are not a separate sub-species of tiger. They are basically a pigmentation variant of the Bengal Tiger.
Their white colour is due to lack of red or yellow pheomelanin pigment, and presence of unique recessive
genes.

They are also called Bleached Tiger.

They have white to almost cream colored fur, pink nose, black/grey/chocolate colored stripes.

They were found in Madhya Pradesh, Assam, West Bengal, Bihar and in Sunderbans region.

Now there are no white tigers in wild as their entire population in the world lives in captivity.

The last white tiger reported in wild was captured in Rewa forest in Madhya Pradesh.

ABOUT SANJAY GANDHI NATIONAL PARK:

It is a protected area in Borivali suburb in Mumbai, Maharashtra.

It was earlier known as Borivali National Park.

It encloses two lakes namely Vihar Lake and Tulsi Lake and has a protected archaeological site,
called 'Kanheri Caves' in its centre.

PURPLE FROG TO BE STATE AMPHIBIAN OF KERALA

Purple frog could be soon designated as Kerala's state amphibian.

DETAILS:

The proposal for this is being mooted by Kerela's leading Herpetologists (a specialist in study of reptiles
and amphibians).

The odd-looking species is endemic to the Western Ghats.

The title would help in protecting the specie's fragile habitat.
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ABOUT PURPLE FROG:

e Scientific Name: Nasikabatrachus Sahyadrensis (N. Sahyadrensis).
e Itisalso known as Maveli Frog or Pignose Frog.

FEATURES:

e Its body appears sturdy and swollen.

e [tisrelatively round in shape as compared to other flattened frogs.

o Compared to other frogs it has a small head and an unusual pointed snout (muzzle).
¢ In most cases adults are dark purplish-grey in color.

HABITAT:

o For almost its entire life it lives in underground tunnels and comes out to surface for only a single
day in a year to breed.

DISTRIBUTION:

o They were thought to be limited to south of the Palghat Gap (a pass which is located between Nilgiri Hills to
north and Anaimalai Hills to south) in Western Ghats, but are now known to be quite widely distributed in
Western Ghats.

e As per Herpetologists Purple Frog should rightly be called 'living fossil' as it is believed that they
have co-existed with dinosaurs almost 70 million years ago.

IUCN RED LIST:

e Their conservation status is endangered as per International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

LAURENTINO CORTIZO NEW PRESIDENT OF PANAMA

Panama's Electoral Court declared the centre-left candidate Laurentino Cortizo as winner of Panama's
presidential election.

DETAILS:

e Cortizo is candidate for Panama's Democratic Revolutionary Party (PRD), which won 33% of 95% of votes
counted.
e The PRD was founded in 1979 by military ruler Omar Torrijos and has been out of power since 2009.

ABOUT LAURENTINO "NITO" CORTIZO:

e Heis a 66-year-old cattleman who was educated in US.
e He has earlier served as country's minister of agriculture and also held roles at regional Organisation of
American States and worked in construction and livestock sectors.
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His presidential campaign focused on combating inequality and corruption, rising unemployment,
Panama's education system, state of water utilities and rubbish collection in capital Panama City and
slowing economic growth in this Central America trade and financial hub.

ABOUT PANAMA:

Itis a Central America country located on the Isthmus of Panama (narrow bridge of land connecting
North and South America).

Itis a tropical nation renowned as the site of Panama Canal (which cuts through its midsection and
connects Atlantic and Pacific Oceans).

It lies between Caribbean Sea and Pacific Ocean.

Its national currency is the 'Balboa’. It is issued only in coins. The Balboa is at par with the U.S.
dollar, and the U.S. paper currency is freely circulated.

INDIA AND BANGLADESH TO PRODUCED FILM ON MUJIBUR RAHMAN

India and Bangladesh agreed to jointly produce a film based on the life and works of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and a documentary of Bangladesh Liberation War 1971.

DETAILS:

The delegation from Bangladesh side led by Dr. Gowher Rizvi, Adviser to Prime Minister of Bangladesh met
Amit Khare, Secretary of Information and Broadcasting Ministry.

The co-production of film was earlier announced by the PM of both India and Bangladesh.

The movie will be directed by Shyam Benegal and the scriptwriter of the movie will be Atul Tiwari
and the director of the documentary will be from Bangladesh who would be assisted by a co-
director from India.

Additionally, Prasar Bharti decided to carry Bangladesh TV on DD Free Dish platform and also to waive
carriage fees.

GOVERNMENT INTRODUCES FAME Il SCHEME

Government of India introduced the FAME Il scheme to boost the adoption of electric and hybrid vehicles.

ABOUT THE SCHEME AND ITS BENEFITS:

The scheme estimates that India as a country can save 64% of anticipated road-based mobility
related energy demand and 37% of carbon emissions in 2030 by pursuing a shared, electric and
connected mobility future.

This reduction in energy demand would result in the reduction of 156 million tonnes of oil equivalent
(Mtoe) in diesel and petrol consumption for that year and net saving of approximately $60 billion in 2030
at present oil prices.

Further, this would give impetus to India’s vision of reducing oil imports by 10% by 2022.
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ONE MUST KNOW:

o The transport sector in India continues to be the highest oil consuming sector and the use of diesel
and petrol grew at 5.9% and 9.9% respectively in the last 10 years.

e India's import dependency on oil has increased from 78.3% of total consumption in 2014-15 to settling at a
new high of 83.7% in the 10-month period of FY19.

"INS VELA" LAUNCHED BY INDIAN NAVY

"INS Vela”, Indian Navy's 4th Scorpene-class submarine was launched at Mazagon Dockyard in Mumbai.

DETAILS:

o This is the fourth submarine in the series of six submarines under Project 75 built by Mazagon Dock
Ltd., Mumbai.

e The Scorpene-class submarine has been termed as the Kalavari Class.

e Project 75 is a $3.75 billion contract inked between French Company DCNS (now Naval Group) and the
Mazagon Dock Ltd. in 2005 for construction and transfer of technology for 6 Scorpene-class submarines.

o Before Vela, Mazagon Dock Ltd. has launched Kalvari, Khanderi, Karanj submarines.

VOLLEYBALL FEDERATION APPOINTS DRAGAN MIHAILOVIC AS COACH

The Volleyball Federation of India appointed Dragan Mihailovic as head coach of the men's national team
in a move linked to the long term goal of Olympic Games qualification.

DETAILS:

e Mihailovic has more than 25 years of experience as a coach and has played for Serbia.
e The VFI also announced the appointment of Przemyslaw Soszynski and Vladimir Radosevic as the team's
physio trainer and physiotherapist respectively.

RBI TO ENHANCE HOUSING LOAN LIMITS FOR RRBS AND SFBS

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to enhance the housing loan limits for Regional Rural Banks
(RRBs) and Small Finance Banks (SFBs) for eligibility under priority sector lending, in a bid to give them a
level playing field with other Scheduled Commercial Banks.

DETAILS:

e RBI said that the existing family income limit of Rs. 2 lakh per annum, prescribed in the master
direction for RRBs and the compendium for SFBs, eligible for loans to housing projects exclusively
for the purpose of construction of houses for Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) and Low-Income
Groups (LIG), has been revised to Rs. 3 lakh per annum for EWS and Rs.6 lakh per annum for LIG.

e Housing loans to individuals up to Rs.35 lakh in metropolitan centres and Rs.25 lakh in other centres will
be eligible for classification under Priority Sector Lending.

e Thisis in alighment with the income criteria specified under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana.
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ABOUT PRIORITY SECTOR LENDING:

e Priority Sector Lending is an important role given by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to the banks for
providing a specified portion of the bank lending to few specific sectors like agriculture and allied activities,
micro and small enterprises, poor people for housing, students for education and other low income groups
and weaker sections.

o This is essentially meant for all-round development of the economy as opposed to focusing only on
the financial sector.

o Priority Sector includes the following categories:

Agriculture

Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises

Export Credit

Education

Housing

Social Infrastructure

Renewable Energy

Others

O OO O0OO0OO0OO0OOo

V K KRISHNA MENON AWARD 2019

Indian-origin journalist G D 'Robert’ Govender has been conferred with the V K Krishna Menon Award
2019 in UK for his contribution as a pioneer of decolonised journalism.
e The award is given to mark the 123rd birth anniversary of V K Krishna Menon- an Indian diplomat and
politician.

ABOUT G D 'ROBERT' GOVENDER:

e G D 'Robert’ Govender is the first person who has been awarded the V K Krishna Menon
posthumously.

e Hedied in the UK in 2016.

e Govender had written many books in the field of journalism but his one of the outstanding work
was "The Martyrdom of Patrice Lumumba" which had exposed the role of western intelligence
agencies in the murder of the Congolese independence leader.

TIGER WOODS AWARDED US PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL OF FREEDOM

The United States President Donald Trump awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, country's highest
civilian honour to golfer Tiger Woods.

DETAILS:

o The 43-year-old Tiger Woods became fourth and youngest professional golfer to receive the
prestigious & highest civilian honor (after other golfers Arnold Palmer, Jack Nicklaus and Charlie
Sifford).
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ABOUT THE PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL OF FREEDOM:

It was first established by President Truman to honour extraordinary civilian accomplishments
related to World War II.

Later, in 1963 the medal was re-established by President Kennedy by an executive order.

It is awarded by the U.S. President to any person, living or dead (i.e. posthumously).

It is awarded every year to people who have made "especially meritorious contribution”
(outstanding) contributions to security or national interests of U.S., and to world peace, or other
significant cultural or public or private endeavours.

The President usually awards the medal of freedom in groups during public ceremonies.

Once given it cannot be revoked.

2018 Recipients: Roger Staubach, Miriam Adelson, Babe Ruth, and Elvis Presley, among others.

ABOUT TIGER WOODS:

Eldrick Tont Woods is a professional golf player of USA.

His nickname is "Tiger".

He ranks second in both major championships and PGA (Professional Golfers' Association of America) Tour
wins.

He holds numerous records in golf and is considered one of the greatest golfers of all time.

JAGJIT PAVADIA RE-ELECTED TO INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS CONTROL

BOARD

India's Jagjit Pavadia was re-elected to International Narcotics Control Board (INCB) for an another five-
year term beginning 2nd March, 2020.

This victory has added to India's successful record of winning crucial elections at United Nation (UN) and to
UN's subsidiary bodies.

ABOUT JAGJIT PAVADIA:

She has been a member of INCB since 2015 and her current term will expire in 2020.

She has held many senior positions in Indian Revenue Service (IRS) for 35 years in Government of
India (Gol), which includes Narcotics Commissioner of India, Central Bureau of Narcotics (regulated
by India's Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs, Ministry of Finance).

ABOUT INCB:

Itis an independent and quasi-judicial monitoring body.

Its function is to implement UN's international drug control conventions.

It was established in 1968 in accordance with Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 by merging
'Permanent Central Narcotics Board' (created in 1931 by Convention for Limiting the Manufacture and
Regulating Distribution of Narcotic Drugs).

It has 13 members (they may be re-elected). Each member is elected by Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC) for a period of five years.

Its Secretariat is located at Vienna, Austria. It is an administrative entity of UN Office on Drugs and
Crime.
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RE-POLLING ORDERED BY EC IN TRIPURA

The Election Commission has ordered re-polling in 168 booths of West Tripura parliamentary
constituency.

DETAILS:

o The commission declared the voting held at these polling stations void based on reports submitted by the
chief electoral officer, special observer and the returning officer.
o The re-polling is scheduled for May 12th.

ESHA SINGH AND AKULL KUMAR WON SILVER IN INTERNATIONAL SHOOTING

India's Esha Singh and Akull Kumar have won silver in Junior Mixed Air Pistol event in the International
Shooting Competition at Hannover, Germany.

DETAILS:

o They secured 5.4 points and were defeated by the German pair of Jan Luca Karstedt and Vanessa
Seeger.

e Esha shot 385 out 0of 400 in qualification, as compared to the 370 by Akull.

e It was the second mixed medal for Esha, after the one she won recently with Anmol Jain in Plzen,
Czech Republic.

e Aditya Malra qualified in the third place in junior Men's Air Pistol with a score of 568, but shot below par in
the final and placed eighth.

SCIENTISTS CARRY OUT GENETIC STUDY ON LAKSHADWEEP ISLANDS
RESIDENTS

For the very first-time scientists carried out a genetic study on people of Lakshadweep Islands.

DETAILS:

e It was conducted by a team of researchers at CSIR's (Council of Scientific & Industrial Research)
Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB).

e They studied the major islands of Kadmat, Andorth, Chetlat, Agatti, Kalpeni, Bitra, Kiltan, and Minicoy of
Lakshadweep.

OBSERVATIONS BY THE SCIENTISTS FROM THE STUDY:

e They analyzed DNA samples of 557 individuals from eight major islands for mitochondrial DNA and 166
individuals for "Y" chromosome markers.

e It was presumed that people of Lakshadweep Islands might have the presence of genetic signatures
of ancient people, like Andamanese and Australian aboriginals and majority derived from South
Asia with minor influences from East and West Eurasia.
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o It found the close genetic link of Lakshadweep islanders with people from the Maldives, Sri Lanka,
and India.
e It did not find any evidence of early human migration through Lakshadweep islands.

INDIA'S FIRST INDIGENOUS MICROPROCESSOR "AJIT" DEVELOPED

Engineers from the Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (IIT Bombay) have developed a microprocessor
called "AJIT" which could reduce the country's dependence on imports.

DETAILS:

o The microprocessor is the first to be conceptualised, designed, developed and manufactured in India.

e The project was funded by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) and IIT
Bombay.

e Powai Labs, a Mumbai-based company, has invested in the venture.

o It will own, market and support the product.

ABOUT AJIT:

e AJIT is a medium-sized processor.

e Itcan be used inside a set top box, as a control panel for automation systems, in a traffic light
controller or even robotic systems.

o The expected price of the processor in market will be Rs.100.

e It can not be used in mobile phones yet and also not for trivial uses like washing machines either.

e It can be used in WiFi routers, secure power metres or even electronic voting machines.

o In the first stage, AJIT has been manufactured in the government-owned Semiconductor Laboratory,
Chandigarh.

e MeitY has extended its funding to enhance the processor and deploy it in government-initiated projects.

o SAMEER (Society for Applied Microwave Electronics Engineering & Research), an independent laboratory
under MeitY, is planning to use AJIT in the receivers being developed for NAVIC or IRNNS (The Indian
Regional Navigation Satellite System), an indigenous navigation system for the Indian subcontinent.

ONE MUST KNOW:

¢ India's electronics market is expected to reach $400 billion by 2020.
e Most of the electronic devices that are used are imported and only a quarter of the devices are produced in
the country.

HIGHEST-RESOLUTION IMAGE SENSOR FOR SMARTPHONES INTRODUCED

The South Korean Tech Giant, Samsung Electronics Co, unveiled world's highest-resolution image sensor,
with 64 megapixels for smartphones.
o This is a step to meet increasing demand for mobile devices with better image quality.
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DETAILS:

e Samsung expanded its 0.8-micrometer pixel image sensor (smallest pixel size currently available in global
market) lineup by introducing two new 0.8-micrometer pixel image sensors:

o 64-megapixel ISOCELL Bright GW1 (for advanced handsets)

e 48-megapixel ISOCELL Bright GM2 (for flagship phones)

o The two image sensors are currently being sampled and its mass production will soon start in
second half of 2019.

o The image sensor market is expected to grow exponentially by 2030 in line with advancements in about to
be introduced 5G technologies and artificial intelligence (AI).

INTERESTING TO KNOW:

e Apart from Smart Phones, Vehicle components are next market for image sensors, ranging from
parking assistant system to autonomous driving (self-driving cars).

PUBLICATION OF FAKE NEWS CRIMINALIZED IN SINGAPORE

Singapore has passed a law (The Protection from Online Falsehoods and Manipulation Bill) which
criminalises publication of fake news in the country and allows government to block and order removal of
such content.

SALINET FEATURES OF THE LAW:

o [t bans falsehoods (fake news) that are detrimental to Singapore or may likely influence elections.

e Itrequires service providers to immediately remove such content and allows government to block
it.

e Offenders could face a jail term of up to 10 years and heavy fines.

CRITICISM THAT THE LAW IS FACING:

e Itgives government too much power to determine what could be false and broadly defined public interest.

e The order to remove or correct fake news is mostly directed at technology companies rather than on
individuals who break a law without intent.

e Asper many Human Rights Watch it is a "disaster for online expression by ordinary Singaporeans” and a
powerful step against independence of online news portals.

IGOR STIMAC APPOINTED AS INDIA’S FOOTBALL COACH

Former Croatia international Igor Stimac has been appointed as the Indian men's football team coach.

DETAILS:

e His name was recommended by All India Football Federation's (AIFF, is governing body of association
football in India) technical committee, headed by Shyam Thapa.
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