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SINGAPORE'S CHANGI AIRPORT GETS SKYTRAX WORLD AIRPORT
AWARD

Skytrax World Airport Awards which lists the Best 100 Airports of the World was released by the
UK-based Skytrax, a consultancy firm which runs an air airline and airport review and ranking site.

o The accolade was awarded at the Passenger Terminal Expo 2019 in London.

DETAILS:

www.bankexamstoday-com Page 14




Monthly Current Affairs GK Digest: April 2019

e Singapore's Changi Airport has been crowned the world's best aviation hub for the
seventh time in a row.

e Singapore's Changi Airport is well known for its rooftop swimming pool, two 24-hour movie
theatres and shopping spots.

e Tokyo International Airport (Haneda), up one place from 2018 stood at the second place.

e The airport hub also won accolade as World's Best Domestic Airport and World's Cleanest
Airport.

e South Korea's Incheon International Airport, down one place from its second-place spot in
2018 is the other entrant at number three.

e Incheon International Airport also won the accolade for World's Best Transit Airport.

INDIAN AIRPORTS IN THE LIST:

e Indira Gandhi International Airport of New Delhi was eight points up this year after
featuring at the 66th spotin 2018 and stood at rank 59.
Mumbai's Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport stood at 64, down one rank
from the previous year.
Rajiv Gandhi Hyderabad International Airport stood at 66, up 10 ranks.
Bengaluru's Kempegowda International Airport at 69, down five ranks.

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTVOTED FOR AN EU-WIDE BAN ON SINGLE-
USE PLASTIC PRODUCTS

The European Parliament has voted for an EU-wide ban on single-use plastic products such as the
straws, cutlery and cotton buds that are clogging the world's oceans.

DETAILS:

o The law on single-use plastic ban sets a target to gather 90 per cent of plastic for
recycling by 2029 and mandates the production of plastic bottles with 25 per cent
recycled material by 2025 and 30 per cent by 2030.

o The law also insists on polluters pay principle by insisting polluters to pay the costs
of a clean-up.

o The measures are strengthened, particularly for cigarette manufacturers, who will have to
support the recycling of discarded filters.

e The "polluter pays" principle will be extended to manufacturers of fishing nets so that
companies, not fishing crews pay the cost of nets lost at sea.

e The products prohibited under the law represent 70 per cent of the waste that pours into
the world's oceans, posing a threat to wildlife and fisheries.

ABOUT SINGLE-USE PLASTICS:

o Single-use plastics, or disposable plastics, are used only once before they are thrown
away or recycled.
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e They are not usually biodegradable and goes into a landfill where it is buried or it gets into
the water and finds its way into the ocean.

e They degrade into tiny particles after many years.

o In this process of degradation, they release toxic chemicals (additives that were used to
shape and harden the plastic) which make their way into our food and water supply.

BLOCKCHAIN BASED E-MARKETPLACE APP FOR COFFEE

The Ministry of Commerce and Industries has launched a blockchain based e-marketplace app for
coffee.

DETAILS:

o The e-marketplace helps farmers integrate directly with markets in a transparent manner,
allowing them to realize fair prices for their produce.

e The blockchain technology will help in reducing the number of intermediaries between
coffee growers and buyers and help farmers double their income.

e The blockchain-based marketplace app for trading coffee brings transparency and
maintains the traceability of Indian coffee from bean to cup.

o The blockchain-based marketplace app by facilitating direct access to buyers, it will reduce
growers' dependency on intermediaries and help them get a fair price for their produce.

e The coffee board has collaborated with Eka Plus for the development of the app.

ONE MUST KNOW:

o India produces one of the best coffees in the world and a considerable portion of it comes
from small coffee growers and tribal farmers.

e Although Indian coffee is highly valued in the world market, the share of farmers in the final
returns from coffee is very low.

e The Blockchain Based e-marketplace app is expected to help farmers in gaining higher
returns.

WIPRO PARTNERS WITH IIT-KHARAGPUR FOR ADVANCED 5G
RESEARCH

IT services major Wipro has announced a partnership with IIT Kharagpur to undertake
industry-focused applied research in the areas of 5G and Artificial Intelligence (AI).

DETAILS:

e Wipro and IIT Kharagpur will jointly take up applied research projects on industry
challenges related to the design, planning and operations of 5G networks and
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cognitive information processing for the automation of these processes and 5G use
cases.

o The research will focus on Al research applicable in the healthcare, education and retail
sectors as well as in domains such as climate change and cybersecurity.

e Research outcomes from this partnership will be leveraged by Wipro to develop solutions
for its customers, across industry verticals.

e [IT Kharagpur will benefit from the commercialisation of the joint research insights and
Wipro's industry expertise.

e Subject matter experts from Wipro and IIT-Kharagpur will promote knowledge
sharing through guest lectures, workshops and seminars on 5G and Al.

INTERESTING TO KNOW:

e The collaboration brings together synergies of Wipro's rich industry technology expertise
and understanding of domain-specific business challenges with IIT Kharagpur's
distinguished research capabilities to co-innovate and develop next-generation Al and 5G
solutions that will benefit both our clients as well as the industry at large.

FACEBOOK BANS WHITE NATIONALISM & WHITE SEPARATISM
ON ITS PLATFORMS

Social media giant Facebook has banned praise, support and representation of white
nationalism and white separatism on its platforms.

DETAILS:

o This move came after the recent Christchurch mosque shooting.

o Further, Facebook has stated that it will direct users who post or search content
connected to these ideologies to an organization that helps people leave hate groups.

e Social Media platforms were under pressure and criticisms that they have failed to confront
extremism.

e Social Media was under the spotlight after a suspected white supremacist
broadcasted live footage of his attacks in Christchurch, New Zealand.

WHAT ARE WHITE SUPREMACY, WHITE NATIONALISM AND WHITE
SEPARATISM?

o White Supremacy is defined as a belief system with tenets like "whites should have
dominance over people of other backgrounds, especially where they may co-exist; whites
should live by themselves in a whites-only society; white people have their own 'culture’
that is superior to other cultures; white people are genetically superior to other people.”

e White Nationalism is defined as a "euphemism for white supremacy”. White Nationalism
emphasizes defining a country or region by white racial identity and which seeks to
promote the interests of whites exclusively, typically at the expense of people of other
backgrounds."
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o White Separatism is defined as a form of white supremacy which emphasizes the idea that
white people should exist separately from all inferior, non-white races, whether by
establishing an all-white community somewhere or removing non-whites from their midst.

VOTING THROUGH BALLOT PAPERS IN NIZAMABAD, TELANGANA

In the Lok Sabha Polls 2019, the people of Nizamabad in Telangana will vote through Ballot
Papers instead of EVMs.

REASON FOR VOTING BY BALLOT PAPERS IN NIZAMABAD:

e For the Lok Sabha Polls 2019 in the Nizamabad Lok Sabha seat, there are 185 candidates in
contention.

e Asone EVM can accommodate only 16 candidates and a maximum of 4 EVMs can be
used in one polling booth, the Election Commission is forced to switch back to the
age-old practice of ballot papers.

MORE DETAILS:

e Ofthe 185 candidates in contention 178 are farmers who cultivate Turmeric and
Jowar.

o They are contesting polls to highlight their demand for the remunerative price for
their crops.

e The Nizamabad Lok Sabha Constituency had received around 200 nominations of these
some were rejected and 189 candidates remained in contention after the scrutiny of
nomination papers.

e Ofthese 4 candidates withdrew their nomination papers.

ONE MUST KNOW:

o K Kavitha who is also the daughter of Telangana Chief Minister, Chandrashekhar Rao is the
sitting MP from the Nizamabad seat.

RAJASTHAN DAY CELEBRATED ON MARCH 30TH

Rajasthan Day is celebrated every year on March 30th to commemorate the day on which the
state of Rajasthan came into existence.

DETAILS:
e Rajasthan Day commemorates the valour, strong willpower and sacrifice of the people of
Rajasthan.
o Rajasthan earlier known as Rajputana came into existence on March 30, 1949.
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e Rajasthan which is the largest state of India in terms of the area, before Independence
comprised of around 21 small and big princely states.

e The princely states were annexed to the union of India on 15th August 1947 but their
unification could be accomplished only later.

A BRIEF OUTLINE OF RAJASTHAN UNIFICATION:

MATSYA UNION

The four princely states of Alwar, Bharatpur, Dhaulpur, and Karauli formed the Matsya Union and it
was inaugurated on 17th March 1948.

RAJASTHAN UNION

Rajasthan Union came into existence by the union of states namely Banswara, Bundi, Dungarpur,
Jhalawar, Kishangarh, Pratapgarh, Shahpura, Tonk, and Kota on 25th March 1948.

UNITED STATE OF RAJASTHAN

The Maharana of Udaipur decided to join the Rajasthan Union just three days after the formation of
Rajasthan Union.
The United State of Rajasthan was inaugurated by Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru on 18th April 1948.

GREATER RAJASTHAN

States like Bikaner, Jaisalmer, Jaipur, and Jodhpur got merged and formed Greater Rajasthan on
30th March 1949 which was inaugurated by Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel. Later Rajasthan was further
reorganised by the merger of Matsya Union on May 15th, 1949, Sirohi joined Rajasthan on January
26th, 1950 and annexation of Ajmer-Merwara region in November 1956.

Later Madhya Pradesh's Bhanpura tehsil and Abu of Gujrat were also merged with Rajasthan.

PUNJAB-HARYANA HIGH COURT BANS MENTIONING OF CASTE IN
PROCEEDINGS

The Punjab and Haryana High Court has instructed states of Punjab, Haryana and Union
Territory Chandigarh to not mention the caste of the accused, victims or witnesses in
proceedings before the court.

DETAILS:

e The High Court while passing a ruling in a murder case where the Haryana police had
mentioned the caste of the accused witnesses and the victim during the proceedings
stated this is not permissible and the caste system was profoundly illogical and was
also against the basic tenets of the Constitution.
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o The High Court stated that mentioning the caste separately in the criminal
proceedings is a colonial legacy and requires to be stopped henceforth.

e The Constitution guarantees a casteless and classless society since all are born equal.

o The High court directed the governments to issue instructions to all investigating
officers not to mention the caste of the accused, victims or witnesses in recovery
memos, FIRs, seizure memos, inquest papers and other forms prescribed under CrPC
and Punjab Police Rules.

EARTH HOUR WITNESSED ON MARCH 30TH

Earth Hour 2019 was witnessed on March 30th by turning off lights at 8:30 pm local time for
an hour as a call for global action on climate change.
e The theme of Earth Hour 2019 is #Connect2Earth.

DETAILS:

e The theme signifies humanities connection to Earth and nature is undeniable: our planet's
gain is everyone's gain.

e Nature not only provides us with all the things we need to live - from the air we breathe to
the water we drink, and from the shelter we need to the economy we rely on - but also
makes our lives better.

o However, its growing loss puts this all under threat.

e World Wide Fund for Nature has partnered with the United Nations Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD) to create connect2earth movement.

e The movement partners to engage millions of people worldwide to speak up on why
nature matters and take the lead in action against the harm being done to the planet
we all call home.

ABOUT EARTH HOUR:

o Earth Hour is held annually by encouraging individuals, communities, and businesses
to turn off non-essential electric lights for one hour, from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. on a
specific day towards the end of March, as a symbol of commitment to the planet.

o Earth Hour which began as a symbolic lights out event in Sydney in 2007 it is now the
world's largest grassroots movement for the environment, inspiring millions of
people to take action for our planet and nature.

e Earth Hour is organized by the World Wide Fund for Nature.

INDIAN OPEN (BADMINTON) HELD FROM 26TH TO 31ST MARCH
2019

The Indian Badminton Tournament 2019 was held at K. D. Jadhav Indoor Hall in New Delhi from
26th to 31st March 2019 and had a total purse of $350,000.

WINNERS OF THE INDIAN OPEN (BADMINTON) 2019

e Women's Singles: Ratchanok Intanon (Thailand)
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e Men's Doubles: Lee Yang and Wang Chi-lin (Chinese Taipei)

e Women's Doubles: Greysia Polii and Apriyani Rahayu (Indonesia)

e Mixed Doubles: Wang Yilii and Huang Dongping (China)

e One must know:

e India's Srikanth Kidambi lost to Viktor Axelsen of Denmark 7-21, 20-22 in the men's singles
summit clash.

VIJAYA BANK AND DENA BANK TO FUNCTION AS BRANCHES OF
BOB

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has stated that all branches of public sector lenders Vijaya Bank
and Dena Bank will function as branches of Bank of Baroda from April 1st, 2019, and the proposed
merger Bank of Baroda with Dena and Vijaya Bank will be effective from April 1st 2019.

DETAILS OF THE MERGER PLAN:

e As per the proposed merger plan, shareholders of Vijaya Bank will get 402 equity shares of
BoB for every 1,000 shares held and the shareholders of Bank will receive 110 equity shares
of BoB for every 1,000 equity shares held.

e The boards of Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank will stand dissolved.

e The entire share capital of Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank will stand cancelled and the shares of
both these banks will also stand delisted from stock exchanges.

e Following the merger of these state-owned banks, BoB will become the third largest bank in
India after the State Bank of India and HDFC Bank.

e The consolidated bank will have over 9,500 branches, 13,400 ATMs, 85,000 employees to
serve 12 crore customers.

e The bank will have a business mix of Rs 15 lakh crore of the balance sheet, with deposits
and advances of Rs 8.75 lakh crore and Rs 6.25 lakh crore, respectively.

GRSE BECOMES "FIRST INDIAN SHIPYARD" TO BUILD 100
WARSHIPS

State-owned Garden Reach Ship Builders and Engineers Ltd. (GRSE) has become the "first Indian
shipyard" to build and deliver 100 warships.

DETAILS:

The 100th warship 'IN LCU L-56'" has been handed over to the Indian Navy.
GRSE had handed over its 99th warship, 'ICGS Priyadarshini', an advanced 'Fast Patrol Vessel' to the
Indian Coast Guard.

GARDEN REACH SHIP BUILDERS AND ENGINEERS LIMITED:

e Based in Kolkata, Garden Reach Ship Builders and Engineers Ltd (GRSE) is a shipbuilding
company in India under the administrative control of the Ministry of Defence.
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GRSE primarily caters to the shipbuilding requirements of the Indian Navy and the Indian
Coast Guard.

In addition to its ship and warship building capabilities, GRSE is also engaged in engine
production and other engineering activities.

In 1934, GRSE was incorporated under the Indian Companies Act, 1913 and was later
acquired by the Government of India from Macneill & Barry Limited on May 19, 1960.

In 2006, GRSE was conferred upon the status of Mini Ratna.

Over the years, GRSE has built around 780 platforms, including 100 warships to the Navy,
the Coast Guard, and the Mauritius Coast Guard.

ZUZANA CAPUTOVA BECOMES SLOVAKIA'S FIRST FEMALE HEAD

OF THE STATE.

Zuzana Caputova wins Slovakia's presidential election to become the country's first female
President. Zuzana Caputova has won Slovakia's presidential election, making her the country's first
female head of the state.

DETAILS:

Ms. Caputova defeated high-profile diplomat Maros Sefcovic, nominated by the governing
party.

She won 58% of the vote, with Mr. Sefcovic trailing on 42%.

Mr. Sefcovic is the vice president of the European Commission.

ABOUT SLOVAKIA:

Slovakia is a landlocked country in Central Europe.

It borders Poland to the north, Ukraine to the east, Hungary to the south, Austria to the
west, and the Czech Republic to the northwest.

Slovakia is a member of the European Union and NATO.

Slovakia was the "other half" of Czechoslovakia, which split into two countries in 1993.
Slovakia's which spans about 49,000 square kilometres (19,000 sq mi) is mostly
mountainous.

The capital and largest city is Bratislava, and the second largest city is KoSice.

The official language is Slovak and Euro is its national currency.

ISRO SUCCESSFULLY LAUNCHES "EMISAT' FOR DRDO

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has successfully launched an electronic intelligence
satellite 'Emisat’ for the Defence Research Development Organisation (DRDO) along with 28 third
party satellites.

DETAILS:
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The notable aspects of the launch were:

A new variant of the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV)

Switching off and on the fourth stage engine couple of times.

The use of the fourth stage as an orbital platform carrying three experimental payloads.
PSLYV first placed the 436 kg Emisat into a 749 km orbit.

Then the rocket was brought down to put the 28 satellites into orbit, at an altitude of 504
km.

MORE DETAILS:

e The rocket was brought down further to 485 km where the fourth stage/engine
transformed into a payload platform carrying three experimental payloads:

e Automatic Identification System (AIS) from ISRO:- for maritime satellite applications
capturing messages transmitted from ships.

e Automatic Packet Repeating System (APRS) from AMSAT (Radio Amateur Satellite
Corporation), India:- to assist amateur radio operators in tracking and monitoring position
data.

e Advanced Retarding Potential Analyser for lonospheric Studies (ARIS) from Indian Institute
of Space Science and Technology (IIST):- for the structural and compositional studies of the
ionosphere.

ONE MUST KNOW:

o For the first time, the launch also demonstrated new technology of putting payloads into
three different orbits with a new variant of the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) rocket.

ODISHA DIVAS CELEBRATED ON APRIL 1

The state of Odisha celebrates Odisha Divas or Utkala Divas every year on April 1st to
commemorate the state formation day. On this day 82 years ago, Orissa (now Odisha) was
established as a province of British India.

DETAILS:
e In 1912, Bihar and Orissa had been separated from Bengal to form the Bihar and Orissa
Province.
e In 1936, Bihar and Orissa Province was itself split to form Bihar Province and Orissa
Province.

e On 1 April 1936, the new province Orissa came into being with Sir John Austin Hubback,
Indian Civil Servant (ICS), as the Governor.

e Orissa was the first linguistic province in the country.

o After Independence, the area of Orissa was almost doubled and the population was
increased by a third with the addition of 24 former princely states.

e The name of the state was changed from Orissa to Odisha and the name of its language from
Oriya to Odia, in 2011.
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INTERESTING TO KNOW:

e Known centuries ago as Kalinga, the state of Odisha has displayed exemplary courage in
resisting the might of the Mauryas in the Kalinga War.

e Home to Lord Jagannath, the state of Odisha has a fifth of India's coal, a quarter of its iron
ore, a third of its bauxite reserves and much of the country's art and culture.

RBI SETS LIMITS FOR WAYS AND MEANS ADVANCES AT RS 75000
CRORE.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in consultation with the Government of India has set the limits for
"Ways and Means Advances (WMA)" for the first half of the financial year 2019-20 (April 2019 to
September 2019) at Rs 75000 crore.

ABOUT "WAYS AND MEANS ADVANCES (WMA)":

e Ways and Means Advances is the temporary loan facility provided by the RBI to the Centre
and State Governments.

o The WMA scheme was introduced in 1997 to meet any temporary mismatches in the
receipts and payments of the Government.

e The WMA needs to be vacated after 90 days.

o The interest rate for WMA is currently charged at the repo rate.

e The limits for WMA are decided by the RBI and in consultation with the Government of
India.

o Further, the RBI provides an overdraft facility when the WMA limit is breached.

e The overdraft is not allowed beyond 10 consecutive working days.

e The interest rate on overdrafts would be 2 per cent more than the repo rate.

ABOUT WMA SCHEME FOR STATE GOVERNMENTS:

o For the State Governments, there are two types of WMA - Special and Normal WMA.

e Special WMA is provided against the collateral of the government securities held by the
State Government.

e After the exhaustion of the special WMA limit, the State Government are provided with a
normal WMA which is based on a three-year average of actual revenue and capital
expenditure of the state.

WHATSAPP LAUNCHES"TIP LINE" TO COMBAT FAKE NEWS

Social Media Platform WhatsApp has launched an India-focused fact-checking feature to combat
fake news and rumours starting with the run-up to the Lok Sabha elections.

CURBING FAKE NEWS:

www.bankexamstoday-com Page 24




Monthly Current Affairs GK Digest: April 2019

e Users can check the authenticity of the information or rumours received on the platform by
reporting the forward to the WhatsApp number +91-9643-000-888

e The response will indicate if the information is classified as 'true’, 'false’, 'misleading’,
'disputed’ or 'out of scope’, and include any other related information.

e Pictures, video links or texts in Hindi, Telugu, Bengali, Malayalam and English will be
reviewed by WhatsApp.

o This tip line feature has been developed by WhatsApp in collaboration with India-based
media skilling startup PROTO.

e The tip line feature will help to create a database of rumours to study misinformation
during elections as part of a research project commissioned and assisted by WhatsApp.

INTERESTING TO KNOW:

e As more data flows in, WhatsApp will be able to identify the most susceptible or affected
issues, locations, languages, regions, etc.

e The verification reports Whatsapp sends back will encourage the users to send more signals
for analysis.

ODISHA'S KANDHAMAL HALDI GETS GI TAG

Southern Odisha's Kandhamal Haldi gets Geographical indication (GI) tag. Kandhamal Haldi a
variety of turmeric indigenous to southern Odisha, earns Geographical indication (GI) tag.

ABOUT KANDAMAL HALDI:

e Kandhamal in Odisha's southern hinterland is famous for its turmeric cultivation, a spice
that enjoys its pride of place in an array of cuisines.

o Kandhamal Haldi has more oleoresin and volatile oil contents compared to other turmeric
varieties.

o Kandhamal Haldi gives a strong aroma and has a high medicinal value.

WHAT IS GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATION?

e Geographical Indication defines the goods as originating in the territory of a country or a
region or locality in that territory, provided a given quality reputation or other
characteristics of the product are attributable to its geographical origin.

e The product to acquire GI tag has to indicate that the product is of a particular origin has a
certain quality or reputation or some other characteristics, which is essentially attributable
to its geographical origin.

o The Gl tagin India is governed by the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and
Protection Act), 1999 and is administered by the Controller General of Patents, Designs and
Trade Marks, who is the Registrar of Geographical Indications and functions under the
auspices of the Union ministry of commerce & industry.
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BOLIVIA TO BECOME A MAJOR PROVIDER OF LITHIUM TO INDIA

India and Bolivia have signed an agreement for the development and industrial use of lithium, a
prime component used to power electric vehicles and cell phones during the state visit of the
President Ram Nath Kovind to Bolivia.

DETAILS

¢ India and Bolivia agreed to forge a mutually beneficial partnership to facilitate Bolivian
supplies of lithium Carbonate to India and foster joint ventures for lithium battery/cell
production plants in India.

e This agreement will make Bolivia, which is known to have one-fourth of the world’s lithium
reserves, one of the major provider of metal for India's e-mobility and e-storage needs.

e The agreement facilitates mechanisms for the commercialization of Lithium Carbonate and
Potassium Chloride produced in Bolivia by Yacimientos de Litio Bolivianos Corporacién
(YLB - Corporacion).

SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS AGREEMENT:

e Bolivia is estimated to hold over 60 per cent of the world's reserves for lithium, which is
required for lithium-ion batteries for portable electronics and electric vehicles, but has not
yet started producing it commercially.

e Indiais the second largest manufacturer of mobile phones in the world and has the
ambitious goal of 30 per cent electric vehicles by 2030.

e ButIndia imports all its lithium-ion batteries since India has no known sources of lithium,
and zero lithium-ion battery manufacturing capabilities currently.

e Asaresult, India is heavily dependent on China, Taiwan and Japan for import, especially of
batteries required for portable electronics.

e  With the MoU number of Indian companies setting up production capabilities in Bolivia
goes up, as well as the import of lithium to India.

e Domestic production is also set to see a boost, from the automotive perspective.

o Further, the arrival of hybrids and electric vehicles from as early as 2020 onwards, will
force manufacturers to look at local production.

ONE MUST KNOW:

e This agreement could turn out to be the backbone for the recently launched FAME India
policy (Faster Adoption and Manufacture of (Hybrid and) Electric Vehicles) and will also
give a substantial push to India's ambition to have at least 30 per cent of its vehicles run on
electric batteries by 2030.

'CAFE SCIENTIFIQUE' TO PROMOTE SCIENCE AMONG PUBLIC
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A group of science experts of the Hume Centre for Ecology and Wildlife Biology in Kerala are
gearing up to launch 'Café Scientifique' to promote science among the public in an interesting way.

ABOUT CAFE SCIENTIFIQUE:

e (afé Scientifique envisages bringing science back into popular culture by demystifying
scientific research for the public and empowering non-scientists to comfortably assess
science and technology issues, particularly those that impact social policymaking.

e (afé Scientifique is a grassroots public science initiative based on the French Café
Philosophique model.

e Under Café Scientifique, meetings of science enthusiasts would be organised every month at
a café or a convenient place, where one or more scientists are invited to talk to the public
about new developments in science.

e Various topics such as the universe, climate change, evolution, genetics and human-animal
relations will be discussed in every monthly gathering.

o The project aims to make science relevant, powerful and important to the public, especially
the younger generations.

RBI CHANGES NPA DISCLOSURE NORMS

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has brought changes to the bad loan divergence rule for banks.

DETAILS:

e The bad loan divergence practice mandated by RBI aims at improving transparency in asset
classification.
e The changes brought in by the RBI are with respect to the NPA Disclosure Norms.

NPA DISCLOSURE NORMS:

e Banks are required to disclose divergence when the additional provisioning for NPAs
assessed by RBI exceeds 10% of the reported profit before provisions and contingencies for
the reference period, instead of the earlier rule of 15% of the published net profits after tax.

e The second condition which prescribed the norms on divergence on gross non-performing
assets (NPAs) continues to be a material divergence of 15 per cent, as found by the RBI
auditors and as reported by the bank has been left unchanged.

WHY THE CHANGE IN NORMS?

e [t was found that some banks, on account of low or negative net profit after tax were forced
to disclose divergences even where the additional provisioning assessed by the RBI was
small.

e This was contrary to the regulatory intent that only material divergences should be
disclosed.
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SUPREME COURT STRUCK DOWN RBI'S FEBRUARY 2018 CIRCULAR

The Supreme Court has struck down a February 2018 Reserve Bank of India (RBI) circular which
gave lender banks six months to resolve their stressed assets or move under the Insolvency Code
against private entities who have defaulted in loans worth over Rs 2000 crore.

DETAILS:

o The RBI had defended the circular by citing public interest and "in the interest of the
national economy to see that evergreening of debts does not carry on indefinitely".

e RBI had argued that huge amounts that are due should come back into the economy for
further productive use.

OBSERVATIONS MADE BY THE SUPREME COURT:

o The Court accepted the argument made by the petitioners that the applying the 180-day
limit to all sectors, without going into the special problems faced by each sector, would
"treat unequals equally"” and is violative of Article 14 of the Constitution.

o The RBI circular sourced its power from Section 35AA of the Banking Regulation
(Amendment) Act of 2017.

e [t states that Central Government may, by order, authorise the Reserve Bank to issue
directions to any banking company or banking companies to initiate insolvency resolution
process in respect of a default, under the provisions of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code,
2016.

e But the RBI circular missed two vital factors viz. authorisation of the government and the
general nature of the circular which did not concern a "specific default”.

INTERESTING TO KNOW:

e The Judgment even recorded submission that Rs 34,044 crore of their non-performing
assets was primarily due to government policy changes, failure to fulfil commitments by the
government, delayed regulatory response and non-payment of dues by DISCOMs and were
hardly caused by mismanagement.

o Hence the power companies had asked the circular to be quashed as it was in the nature of
"one-solution-fits-all".

WORLD AUTISM AWARENESS DAY: 2 APRIL

The World Autism Awareness Day 2019 was celebrated on April 2nd with the theme 'Assistive
Technologies, Active Participation'.

DETAILS:
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o The theme highlights the integral role technology plays in the development of people with
any form of disability including autism.

e Technology is not only important for development it also ensures that people with
disabilities enjoy their basic human rights and helps them tackle any issues they face as a
member of the society.

o The theme 'Assistive Technologies, Active Participation' also highlights the fact that
assistive technologies are expensive and inaccessible to a large population living with
autism.

o There is also a lack of guidance about the usage of assistive technologies and their efficiency
throughout the globe.

RBI CUTS REPO RATE BY 25 BASIS POINTS

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has slashed the key interest rate, repo rate by 25 basis points or
0.25 per cent to 6 per cent and has decided to maintain the neutral policy stance.

KEY POINTS FROM THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF THE RBI:

e RBI projected GDP growth at 7.2 per cent for the financial year 2019-20.

e Reverse repo rate under the LAF stands adjusted to 5.75% and the marginal standing
facility (MSF) rate and the Bank Rate to 6.25%

e RBI expects economic growth to be in the range of 6.8-7.1 per cent in the first half of the
current financial year, and in the range of 7.3-7.4 per cent in the second half with "risks
evenly balanced".

o Inflation is likely to remain benign in the short term. Assuming a normal monsoon in 2019,
the RBI lowered its CPI inflation projection to 2.4 per cent in the fourth quarter of 2018-19.

o For the first half of the current financial year 2019-20, RBI expects inflation at 2.9-3.0 per
cent, and 3.5-3.8 per cent in the second half.

e RBI will issue a fresh circular for Banks on how to tackle NPAs since the Supreme Court has
struck down the February 2018 circular which gave lender banks six months to resolve
their stressed assets or move under the Insolvency Code against private entities who have
defaulted in loans worth over Rs 2000 crore.

INTERESTING TO KNOW:

e The rate cut will provide commercial banks more room to pass on the benefit of lower
lending rates to loan borrowers.
e Atthe same time, it would also translate into a lower interest rate earned by depositors.

AFSPA PARTIALLY REMOVED FROM ARUNACHAL PRADESH

The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) was partially removed from three of nine districts
of Arunachal Pradesh but would remain in force in the areas bordering Myanmar.
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DETAILS:

The State of Arunachal Pradesh had inherited AFSPA since the day of its formation.

AFSPA enacted by Parliament in 1958 and was applied to the entire State of Assam and the
Union Territory of Manipur.

After Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mizoram and Nagaland came into being, the Act was
appropriately adapted to apply to these states as well.

CONTROVERSIAL PROVISIONS OF AFSPA:

Section 4 of the AFSPA empowers an authorised officer in a disturbed area with certain
powers.

The authorised officer has the power to open fire at any individual even if it results in death
if the individual violates laws which prohibit (a) the assembly of five or more persons; or
(b) carrying of weapons. However, the officer has to give a warning before opening fire.
The authorised officer is also empowered to (a) arrest without a warrant; and (b) seize and
search without any warrant any premise in order to make an arrest or recovery of hostages,
arms and ammunition.

AFSPA mentions that individuals who have been taken into custody have to be handed over
to the nearest police station as soon as possible. There is no prescribed time limit for
detention.

Prosecution of an authorised officer requires prior permission of the Central Government.

OBSERVATIONS MADE BY VARIOUS COMMITTEES:

Justice Santosh Hegde Committee found four out of six deaths it was inquiring in Manipur
have similar patterns of cause of death and could be cases of fake encounters.

Justice Santosh Hegde Committee report also concluded that AFSPA has not been able to
achieve peace in the Northeast, and on the contrary, it has widened the distance between
the people of these areas and the mainland.

J.S. Verma Committee (2012) and the Justice Jeevan Reddy Committee (2005) have found
the law arbitrary and have recommended the repeal of AFSPA.

INDIA TO SET UP IATARD IN MALAWI

The Ministry of External Affairs has signed an MoU with National Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development Consultancy Service (NABCONS) for setting up India-Africa Institute of Agriculture
and Rural Development (IAIARD) in Malawi.

ABOUT INDIA-AFRICA INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL
DEVELOPMENT:

IAIARD would be a Pan-African Institute wherein trainees not only from Malawi but also
from other African countries, will receive training to develop their human resources and
build their capacity.
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o [AIARD will impart training in the areas of micro-financing and agro-financing, among
others.

e The expenditure on faculty from India, the travel, logistics and training course expenses for
students from other African countries will be borne by the Government of India for an initial
period of three years.

ONE MUST KNOW:

o [AIARD is the first of its kind initiative undertaken in an African country by India.
o [AIARD will further strengthen the bilateral relations with Malawi and India's relations with
the African Union.

ABOUT NABARD CONSULTANCY SERVICES:

o NABARD Consultancy Services (Nabcons) is a fully owned subsidiary promoted by National
Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD).

e Nabcons is engaged in providing consultancy in all spheres of agriculture, rural
development and allied areas.

o Nabcons leverages on the core competence of the NABARD in the areas of agricultural and
rural development, especially multidisciplinary projects, banking, institutional
development, infrastructure, training, etc., internalized for more than two decades.

US APPROVES SALE OF 24 MH-60 ROMEO SEAHAWK HELICOPTERS
TO INDIA

The United States Department of State approved the sale of 24 multi-role MH-60 Romeo Seahawk
helicopters to India at a price of USD 2.4 billion (Rs 16,516 crore).

DETAILS:

e The Lockheed Martin-built helicopters will replace India's ageing fleet of British-made Sea
King helicopters.

e MH-60 Romeo Seahawk helicopters will provide the Indian defence forces with the
capability to perform anti-surface and anti-submarine warfare missions.

e MH-60 Romeo Seahawk helicopters are designed to operate from frigates, destroyers,
cruisers and aircraft carriers along with the ability to perform secondary missions including
vertical replenishment, search and rescue, and communications relay.

e MH-60 Romeo Seahawk helicopters will add would add lethal capabilities of the Indian
Navy, which experts say is also the need of the hour given the aggressive behaviour of China
in the Indian Ocean region.

ONE MUST KNOW:
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e MH-60 Romeo Seahawk helicopters are considered as the most capable naval helicopters
available today and are currently deployed with the US Navy as the primary anti-submarine
warfare anti-surface weapon system for open ocean and littoral zones.

BIS AND IIT-DELHI SIGN MOU FOR STANDARDISATION AND
CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) and the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Delhi have
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to collaborate in the field of standardisation and
conformity assessment.

SALIENT FEATURES OF THE MOU:

e BIS and IIT-Delhi will be setting up a Centre of Excellence in the field of Standardisation,
Testing and Conformity Assessment with the BIS branding at [IT-Delhi campus and have
also agreed to appoint a Chair in the field of standardisation and conformity assessment.

e [IT Delhi will provide infrastructure support for research and development projects of
relevance to standardisation and BIS will provide financial support to IIT Delhi for projects.

¢ Both the institutions will jointly organise training and short-term education programmes on
standardisation and conformity assessment, besides exploring the possibility of the hiring
of IIT Delhi faculty as consultants on a secondment basis.

e [IT-Delhi will also introduce topics on standardisation in its academic courses for which BIS
will provide inputs.

e The MoU will remain in force for a period of five years and can be extended further.

e The MoU will also explore the possibility of using laboratory facilities available at IIT Delhi
for catering to the requirements of various conformity assessment schemes of the BIS.

INTERESTING TO KNOW:

e Around 50 faculty members of IIT-Delhi are part of the technical committees of BIS and
hoped that the memorandum would strengthen the collaboration further.

INDIAN ARMY BUILDS LONGEST SUSPENSION "MAITRI BRIDGE"

Indian Army has built the longest suspension bridge over the Indus river in Leh in just 40 days and
the bridge is named as "Maitri Bridge".

ABOUT MAITRI BRIDGE:

e The bridge was constructed by the combat engineers of 'Sahas aur Yogyata' regiment of
'Fire and Fury Corps' of the Indian Army.

e The bridge is 260-feet long.

o This cable suspension bridge is expected to give a major boost to connectivity in remote
areas in Ladakh.
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e The bridge is constructed using around 500 tonnes of bridge equipment and construction

material.

e Maitri Bridge has been dedicated to the people of India to commemorate the 20th year of
Kargil Vijay Divas.

e The bridge is part of the Central Government plans to all-weather road connectivity in the
region.

PM MODI AWARDED WITH ZAYED MEDAL BY UAE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been conferred with the prestigious Zayed medal by the
President of the UAE Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan. PM Modi has been awarded in recognition
of efforts in giving "a big boost" to bilateral relations between both the countries.

ONE MUST KNOW:

e The statement issued by the UAE states that PM Modi has provided "exceptional leadership”
in forging a new "strategic" relationship between the two nations.
It lauds PM Modi's foreign policy and the way New Delhi reached out to the Islamic world.

ABOUT THE ZAYED MEDAL:

o The 'Order of Zayed' is the highest civil decoration instituted by the UAE.
It consists of a collar cantered by a medallion bearing the name 'Zayed' who is the founding
father of the United Arab Emirates.

o The Order of Zayed is awarded to Heads of Government/Head of State for their
international relations with UAE.

INTERNATIONAL MINE AWARENESS DAY: APRIL 4

International Mine Awareness Day and Assistance in Mine Action 2019 was observed on April 4th
with the theme 'United Nations Promotes SDGs- Safe Ground- Safe Home'.

MORE ABOUT THE THEME:

e The theme 'United Nations Promotes SDGs- Safe Ground- Safe Home' highlights the fact that
"All people have the right to live in security, and not fear their next step" and calls for mine
action, which "clears paths and creates safe ground on which homes can be built or rebuilt"
and "changes mindsets so that people know how to protect themselves".

e The theme links mine action, sport and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by
showing how clearing minefields, bring communities together and raises awareness about
mine victims, and survivors of armed conflict.

o Further, the United Nations has launched "Safe Ground", a new strategy and campaign to
"ensure that no one, no State, and no war zone is left behind".
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ONE MUST KNOW:

e The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) on 8th December 2005 declared that 4th
April of each year shall be observed as the International Day for Mine Awareness and
Assistance in Mine Action.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS DAY:

e The day calls for the establishment and development of national mine-action capacities in
countries where mines and explosive remnants of war constitute a serious threat to the
safety, health and lives of the civilian population, or an impediment to social and economic
development at the national and local levels.

SOUTH KOREA BECOMES FIRST COUNTRY TO LAUNCH 5G
NETWORK

South Korea launched the world's first nationwide 5G mobile network on 11 pm April 3rd, 2019.

DETAILS:

o Three top telecom providers SK Telecom, KT, and LG Uplus launched the 5G services.

e South Korea launched the 5G services two days ahead of the schedule as there were
speculations that US mobile carrier Verizon might start its 5G services early.

e Verizon began rolling out its 5G services in Chicago and Minneapolis on April 3rd, a week
ahead of schedule.

e Reports suggest the 5G network in South Korea has launched in South Korea two hours
ahead of the US.

BENEFITS OF 5G NETWORK:

e 5G will provide smartphones with near-instantaneous connectivity, 20 times faster than 4G.

e This allows users to download entire movies in less than a second.

e 5G will deliver vastly increased capacity, lower latency, and faster speeds.

e 5G networks will operate in a high-frequency band between 28 GHz and 60 GHz.

e This range is known as the millimeter wave (mmWave) spectrum and the sub-6 GHz range
that LTE calls home will also be used.

e Asaresult, alot of bandwidth will be available to users.

e In addition to greater bandwidth, the new 5G networks will have a dense, distributed
network of base stations in the small cell infrastructure.

e This will allow more processing to happen on the edge, leading to lower latencies.

e The 5G technology is crucial for the future development of devices such as self-driving
vehicles and is expected to bring about $565 billion in global economic benefits by 2034.
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LAKSHMI VILAS BANK TO MERGE INTO INDIABULLS HOUSING
FINANCE

The board of Lakshmi Vilas Bank has approved its merger with Indiabulls Housing Finance (IBH)
through a share swap deal.

DETAILS:

e The merger will help Indiabulls get access to low-cost stable funds and entry into banking.

e Indiabulls Housing Finance which is the nation's second largest housing finance firm, had
unsuccessfully applied for a banking licence in 2013.

e The merger will also enable Tamil Nadu-based LVB to obtain a larger geographical
presence.

e The merged entity will have a net worth 19,472 crore and a loan book £1,23,393 crore for
the nine months of FY19.

e [ts employee strength will stand at over 14,300.

e The share swap ratio of 0.14:1, or 14 shares of IBH for every 100 shares of LVB, has been
agreed upon by the respective boards of directors.

o The deal is subject to regulatory approvals, including that from the RBI.

e As afirst step towards the proposed merger, IBH's board has constituted a reorganisation
committee headed by independent director and former RBI Deputy Governor SS Mundra.

DAVID MALPASS NAMED WORLD BANK PRESIDENT

David Malpass, US President Donald Trump's nominee to lead the World Bank, won unanimous
approval from the institution's executive board.

DETAILS:

e The bank said that Malpass, the US Treasury's undersecretary for international affairs, will
start his new role on April 9th 2019.

e Malpass, a former Bear Stearns and Co chief economist who advised Trump's 2016 election
campaign, was the sole candidate.

e This time around, bank board members had said there was little appetite for a challenge to
a US candidate from developed economies such as Europe and Japan, and from larger
emerging markets such as China and Brazil.

ONE MUST KNOW:

e Malpass said he would uphold the bank's commitment to reducing poverty in the poorest
countries and to fight climate change, and pursue goals stated in a $13 billion capital
increase last year.

e Malpass emphasized the need to fight extreme poverty and "foster broad based growth for
each and every borrower, and a stronger, more stable global economy for all."
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e Malpass in the past, had been critical of the World Bank's continued lending to China,
arguing that the world's second-largest economy was too wealthy for such aid while it was
loading up some countries with unsustainable debt from its Belt and Road infrastructure
program.

e Malpass intends to make his first trip as World Bank president in late April to Africa.

PRAFUL PATEL BECOMES FIRST INDIAN FIFA COUNCIL MEMBER

All India Football Federation President Praful Patel is elected as a FIFA Council member.

DETAILS:

o Praful Patel becomes the first Indian to enter the prestigious panel in a landmark
development.

e Patel got 38 out of 46 votes.

o The AIFF chief was one of the eight candidates vying for the spot in the election which was
held during the 29th AFC (Asian Football Confederations) Congress in the Malaysian capital.

e Atotal of five candidates, including Patel, was elected in addition to the AFC president, and
one female member for the term 2019-2013.

ONE MUST KNOW:

e Under Patel's leadership, AIFF has been awarded with the AFC's President Recognition
award for grassroots at the AFC Annual Awards in 2014 in Manila, and was given an award
for the AFC Best Developing Member Association in 2016.

e The successful hosting of the FIFA U-17 World Cup drew lavish praise from all quarters, and
India have also won the bid to host the FIFA U-17 Women's World Cup in 2020.

e The Indian Club Licensing system has also been dubbed as one of the best in Asia.

NATIONAL MARITIME DAY 2019: APRIL 5

The National Maritime Day 2019 was observed on April 5th, 2019. The theme of the National
Maritime Day 2019 was "Indian Ocean- An Ocean of opportunity".

ABOUT THE NATIONAL MARITIME DAY:

e National Maritime Day (NMD) first observed on April 5th, 1964, aims to spread awareness
in supporting safe and environmentally sound commerce between the continents across the
world.

AWARDS CONFERRED DURING THE NATIONAL MARITIME DAY:

e NMD Varuna Award to recognize persons for their sustained and outstanding contribution.
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NMD Award of Excellence to recognize and persons for their lifetime exceptional and
distinguished achievements or performance at the senior functional level in the Indian
Maritime Sector.

Award for 'Outstanding Contribution to Maritime Education and Training' shall be given by
the National Maritime Day Celebrations (Central) Committee for the sustained contribution
made by an individual to the Maritime Education and Training.

ONE MUST KNOW:

It has to be noted that the World Maritime Day is celebrated on September 26th every year
to highlight the importance of shipping, maritime security and environment.

WORLD HEALTH DAY: APRIL 7

World Health Day 2019 was observed worldwide on 7th April 2019 with the theme "Universal
health coverage".

DETAILS:

The theme Universal health coverage seeks to ensure that everyone can obtain the care they
need, when they need it, right in the heart of the community.

World Health Organisation (WHO) notes that even though progress is being made in
countries in all regions of the world millions of people still have no access at all to health
care and are forced to choose between health care and other daily expenses such as food,
clothing and even a home.

The theme Universal health coverage reminds world leaders that everyone should be able
to access the health care they need, when and where they need it.

WHY APRIL 7?7

The World Health Day is celebrated on April 7th, 1948 to commemorate the establishment
of WHO which came into being to address vital health care issues.
WHO is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland.

JAPANESE SPACE PROBE "HAYABUSA2" DROPS EXPLOSIVE ON

ASTEROID

Japan's space agency said its HayabusaZ2 spacecraft released an explosive onto an asteroid to make
a crater on its surface and collect underground samples to find possible clues to the origin of the
solar system.

DETAILS:
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e The crater mission was the riskiest for Hayabusa2, as it had to immediately get away so it
won't get hit by flying shards from the blast.

e The Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency, or JAXA, said that Hayabusa2 dropped a "small
carry-on impactor” made of copper onto the asteroid Friday morning, and that the
spacecraft safely evacuated and remained intact.

o The copper explosive is the size of a baseball weighing 2 kilograms (4.4 pounds).

e JAXA plans to send Hayabusa2 back to the site later, when the dust and debris settle, for
observations from above and to collect samples from underground that have not been
exposed to the sun or space rays.

e Scientists hope the samples will be crucial to determine the history of the asteroid and our
planet.

e I[f successful, it would be the first time for a spacecraft to take such materials.

MORE ABOUT THE CRAFT AND THE ASTEROID:

e HayabusaZ2 successfully touched down on a tiny flat surface on the boulder-rich asteroid in
February, when the spacecraft also collected some surface dust and small debris.

e The craftis scheduled to leave the asteroid at the end of 2019 and bring surface fragments
and underground samples back to Earth in late 2020.

e The asteroid, named Ryugu after an undersea palace in a Japanese folktale, is about 300
million kilometers (180 million miles) from Earth.

NAGALAND OBSERVES 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF "BATTLE OF
KOHIMA™

Nagaland observed the 75th Anniversary of the Battle of Kohima.

DETAILS:

o The event was attended by the representatives from the UK and Japan who spoke on the
theme of 'Remembrance, Reconciliation and Rebirth'.

e The dignitaries from the UK and Japan sought reconciliation and forgiveness for the
sufferings and pain caused against each other at the Battle of Kohima, that was fought in
three stages during the Second World War in 1944.

ABOUT BATTLE OF KOHIMA:

o Battle of Kohima is considered as the turning point of the Japanese U Go offensive, or
Operation C mission launched in India in 1944 during the Second World War.

e The Battle of Kohima was fought in three stages from 3 April to 22 June 1944 around the
town of Kohima in Nagaland in northeast India:

e From 3 to 16 April, the Japanese attempted to capture Kohima ridge, a feature which
dominated the road by which the besieged British and Indian troops of IV Corps at Imphal
were supplied. By mid-April, the small British and Indian force at Kohima was relieved.
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e From 18 April to 13 May, British and Indian reinforcements counter-attacked to drive the
Japanese from the positions they had captured. The Japanese abandoned the ridge at this
point but continued to block the Kohima-Imphal road.

e From 16 May to 22 June, the British and Indian troops pursued the retreating Japanese and
reopened the road. The battle ended on 22 June when British and Indian troops from
Kohima and Imphal met at Milestone 109, ending the Siege of Imphal.

ONE MUST KNOW:

o The battle is often referred to as the "Stalingrad of the East".
o Kohima was the theatre of the War in 1944 and the Nagas were drawn into it on both sides
some with the British and some with the Japanese.

NASA'S PARKER SOLAR PROBE APPROACHES COSEST TO THE SUN

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration's (NASA's) Parker Solar probe has successfully
completed its second approach to the Sun which brought it closest to the Sun.

PERIHELION:

o The manoeuvre, called a perihelion, resulted in the closest approach on April 4.

e The spacecraft was about 24 million km above the surface of the Sun.

e Parker Solar Probe was travelling at 2,13,200 miles per hour during this perihelion and is
now entering the outbound phase of its second solar orbit.

e Scientists are looking forward to getting the science data down from this encounter in the
coming weeks so the science teams can continue to explore the mysteries of the corona and
the Sun.

ABOUT THE PARKER SOLAR PROBE:

e Launched on August 12, 2018, the Parker Solar Probe, NASA's historic small car-sized
probe, will make a steady journey to come closer to the Sun until it makes its closest
approach at 3.8 million miles.

e Throughout its mission, the probe will make six more Venus gravity assists and 24 total
passes by the Sun.

o The spacecraft in January completed its first orbit of the Sun, reaching the point in its orbit
farthest from our star, called aphelion.

e For the second perihelion, the Probe began the solar encounter on March 30, and it will
conclude on April 10.

INTERESTING TO KNOW:
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e The solar encounter phase is roughly defined as when the spacecraft is within 0.25 AU- or
23,250,000 miles- of the Sun.

e One AU, or astronomical unit, is about 93 million miles, the average distance from the Sun to
Earth.

e The Sun may be granting us life but it also has the power to play havoc with spacecraft in
orbit, and communications and electronics on Earth.

SCIENTISTS DISCOVERED NEW SPECIES OF SHRIMP IN KUTCH

A new freshwater shrimp species of genus Caridina has been discovered by researchers from
Gujarat's Kutch district, and scientists have named it 'Caridina Kutchi', after the region itself.

DETAILS:

e The new species has been found from Khari River of semi-arid region of Kutch peninsula in
Gujarat and is identified to be new to the science.

e Caridina Kutchi species is the first Caridina species to be described from Kutch, which is
known for its complex geological set up.

e The species belongs to genus Caridina which are seen in aquatic water bodies and are very
less studied in the western India.

e This species serves as ecological filters of water bodies.

ONE MUST KNOW:

e Professor Pranav Pandya, who works in the field of marine biology and has co-authored the
paper on the discovery.

e Pandya is presently working on a research project sanctioned by the Government of India
on the intertidal animals of Gulf of Kutch.

MALAYSIA OPEN BADMINTON TOURNAMENT 2019

The 2019 Malaysia Open Badminton tournament was held at Axiata Arena in Malaysia from 2nd to
7th April 2019 and had a total purse of $700,000.

WINNERS OF THE TOURNAMENT:

Men's Singles: Lin Dan (China)

Women's Singles: Tai Tzu-ying (Taiwan)

Men's Doubles: Li Junhui & Liu Yuchen (China)

Mixed Doubles: Zheng Siwei & Huang Yaqiong (China)

INTERESTING TO KNOW:
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e The Malaysia Open is an annual badminton tournament that has been held since 1937 and it
is also known as Malaysia Super Series.

INDIA EVACUATED PEACEKEEPING FORCES FROM TRIPOLI

India has evacuated its entire contingent of peacekeeping forces comprising of 15 Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) personnel from Tripoli after the situation in the war-hit nation suddenly
worsened.

ABOUT THE LIBYAN CRISIS:

o Ever since the 2011 uprising which overthrew and killed long-ruling dictator Muammar
Gaddafi, Libya is engulfed in a crisis.

e Even though there is a UN-backed internationally recognised government headed by Fayez
al-Sarraj, Libya is governed by rival authorities in the east in Tripoli, and in the west, each
backed by various armed groups.

e Libyan National Army (LNA) is backing the Tobruk-based parliament which governs the
East of Libya and the UN-backed Government of National Accord (GNA) controls Libya's
western parts from Tripoli.

e Anagreement signed in 2015 created the GNA as the legitimate interim Libyan
government.

e [t was not wholly implemented due to disagreements with the Tobruk-based parliament.

ONE MUST KNOW:

o The recent tipping point of the crisis was the attempts by the Field Marshal Khalifa Hifter
led LNA to capture Tripoli which is the seat of GNA.

o The GNA determined to defend Tripoli struck back against LNA.

o This escalation led to the killing of 23 civilians and several others were injured.

SCIENTISTS DEVELOPED APP TO ADDRESS HEART DISEASE

A group of Indian and Australian scientists has developed and tested a mobile application-based
system that promises to help doctors and health workers in villages to identify, monitor and
manage patients with high blood pressure and heart-related ailments in remote areas.

ABOUT THE APP:

o The app is in the form of a clinical decision support system (CDSS), which can be loaded on
an android phone.

e The system also had a module that can send alerts to health workers about high-risk
individuals who need follow-up visits.
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e In addition, it reminds patients on when to take their medication and when to visit the
doctor for follow-up via an interactive voice response system.
e The platform can also link village-based assessments to doctor-level care and follow-up.

ABOUT THE STUDY CONDUCTED:

o In the study, people aged 40 and drawn from 54 villages in West Godavari district of Andhra
Pradesh were screened to identify those at high risk of heart disease.

o Health workers, ASHAs, were trained to evaluate the risk of heart disease using tablet
phones loaded with the app and refer those with high risk to Primary Health Centres
(PHCs).

e The intervention was rolled out in 18 PHCs in a step-wise manner and was evaluated by
comparing improvements during the periods when PHCs were receiving the intervention
and when they were not.

ITBP SERVICE VOTERS CAST FIRST VOTE FOR LOK SABHA POLLS
2019

The first vote for the upcoming Lok Sabha elections was cast in Arunachal Pradesh by service voters
from a remote Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) unit located in the eastern tip of the state of
Arunachal Pradesh.
e Votes through postal ballots have been cast from Lohitpur for many constituencies in India
and the ballot papers have been dispatched.

WHO ARE SERVICE VOTERS?

e Service voters are those who have service qualification and include members of Armed
Forces of the Union of India, members of Armed Police forces of the States serving outside
that state and persons employed under Government of India on posts outside India.

e They are provided with an option to cast the votes through postal ballots and send them to
the returning officer of the constituency.

e Aservice voter can also cast his vote through a proxy.

e The proxy can cast the vote on behalf of the service personnel at the polling station.

e The proxy should be a registered voter of that constituency.

INTERESTING TO KNOW:

e In cases of close contests, service voters play a crucial and decisive role.

US PLANS TO DESIGNATE IRAN'S REVOLUTIONARY GUARDS AS
FTO
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President Trump Administration of US has announced its intent to designate the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and its Quds Force, as a Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) in
accordance with Section 219 of the Immigration and Nationality Act.

DETAILS:

The designation is expected to take effect from April 15.

The designation as FTO will impose sweeping economic and travel sanctions on the IRGC
and on organisations, companies, and individuals that have links.

The designation of IRGC as an FTO highlights that IRGC is an outlaw regime that uses
terrorism as a key tool of statecraft.

ABOUT THE IRGC AND QUDS FORCE:

IRGC is an ideologically-driven branch of the armed forces of Iran set up in 1979 after
Ayatollah Khomeini's Islamic Revolution to protect the newly established Islamic system
from hostile foreign powers and internal dissensions.

Quds Force or Qods Corps is an elite wing of the IRGC.

WHAT IS A FOREIGN TERRORIST ORGANISATION (FTO)?

Under Section 219 of the United States Immigration and Nationality Act, the Secretary of
State is authorised to designate an organisation as a Foreign Terrorist Organisation if the
Secretary finds that:

The organisation is a foreign organisation.

The organisation engages in terrorist activity or terrorism.

Threatens the security of United States nationals or the national security of the United
States.

RBI ISSUES GUIDELINES TO SET UP NEW CURRENCY CHESTS

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has issued guidelines for banks to set up new currency chests.

THE GUIDELINES INCLUDE:

Area of the strong room/ vault of at least 1,500 sq ft. For those situated in hilly/ inaccessible
places, the strong room/ vault area of at least 600 sq ft.

The new chests should have a processing capacity of 6.6 lakh pieces of banknotes per day.
Those situated in the hilly/ inaccessible places, a capacity of 2.1 lakh pieces of banknotes
per day.

The currency chests should have Chest Balance Limit (CBL) of Rs 1,000 crore, subject to
ground realities and reasonable restrictions, at the discretion of the Reserve Bank.

WHAT IS A CURRENCY CHEST?
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e Currency chest is the place where the currency is stored.

o These chests act as the distributives of RBI cash and enable RBI to take back soiled notes
and mutilated notes from the public.

e As per the RBI's annual report of 2017-18, the currency management infrastructure
consists of a network of 19 issue offices of the Reserve Bank, 3,975 currency chests and
3,654 small coin depots of commercial, co-operative and regional rural banks spread across
the country.

KERALA'S RIVER PERIYAR WITNESSES DECOLOURISATION

River Periyar in Kerala is again witnessing decolourisation.

DETAILS:

e The decolourisation of River Periyar which provides drinking water to Kochi city and
adjoining areas has become the cause of worry for the people and government of Kerala.

e The water turned pitch black in one stream, it was milky near the Pathalam regulator-cum-
bridge.

o (Cause of the change in colour- Eutrophication

e The pollution control Board (PCB) has attributed the change in colour to the poor quality of
water as a result of eutrophication.

e PCB has stated that huge quantities of organic load in the form of sewage from nearby
townships are regularly reaching the river system.

e This is contributing to the eutrophication, resulting in the change of colour.

ABOUT RIVER PERIYAR:

e River Periyar flows in the state of Kerala.

e Itoriginates in the Western Ghats and flows north for a short distance to Periyar Lake.

e Periyar Lake is an artificial reservoir created by Mullaperiyar Dam across the river.

e From the Periyar Lake, a tunnel carries water through mountains to the Vaigai River in
Tamil Nadu, where it is used for irrigation.

e Further downstream Idukki dam is constructed across the river.

e The river descending out of the mountains into the coastal plain, empties into the Arabian
Sea.

ISRAELI PM BENJAMIN NETANYAHU WINS NATIONAL ELECTIONS
FOR FIFTH TIME

Prime Minister of Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu has won the Israeli national election, securing a
record fifth term in office.

DETAILS:
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e Though neither party captured a ruling majority in the 120-member Knesset, the results
published, put Netanyahu in a strong position to form a coalition government with right-
wing factions.

o The closely contested race was widely seen in Israel as a referendum on Netanyahu's
character and record in the face of corruption allegations.

o He faces possible indictment in three graft cases, and has denied wrongdoing in all of them.

e The veteran right-wing leader's Likud party is seen to win 35 seats, according to the
Knesset website and the Israeli TV channels.

e That would mean a five-seat gain for Likud.

e With 97 percent of the votes counted, final results were expected by Friday.

e Ifhe wins, Netanyahu, 69, will be on track to be the longest-serving prime minister in
Israel's 71-year history.

e Netanyahu said he had already begun talks with prospective coalition allies.

e Netanyahu, in power consecutively since 2009, has been fighting for his political survival.

e He faces possible indictment in three graft cases, and has denied wrongdoing in all three.

54TH SHAURYA DIWAS- 9 APRIL 2019

The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) celebrated its 54th Valour Day (Shaurya Diwas) on April
9th 2019. On the occasion, President Ram Nath Kovind paid homage to the martyrs of police at
National Police Memorial in New Delhi.

WHY APRIL 9TH IS OBSERVED AS SHAURYA DIVAS?

o Inthe intervening night of 8 and 9 April 1965, nearly 3500 men from the 51st Infantry of
Pakistani Army invaded India at Sardar Post.

e The mission of the Pakistani Army was to capture the Indian Territory defended by Sardar
Post.

e The Sardar post was being guarded by two battalions of CRPF which comprised of roughly
150 soldiers.

o The CRPF soldiers were no match in terms of arsenal compared to the Pakistani Army.

e The 51st Infantry of Pakistani Army that invaded India comprised 18 Punjab battalion, 8
Frontier Rifles, and 6 Baluch battalion.

e In addition, the terrain was disadvantageous for the Indian forces.

o In the fight ensued the Pakistani Army made three attempts to overrun the post.

o The CRPF soldiers thwarted every attempt with a brilliant display of courage and strategic
intelligence.

e The battle lasted for 12 hours and in the end, the Pakistani Army fled the battleground
leaving behind 34 of their men dead, which included two officers.

e Another four soldiers were captured alive.

¢ On that night, the CRPF lost six of its brave soldiers.

e Ever since April 9 is observed by the CRPF as the Valour Day or Shaurya Diwas.
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GOVT. CLEARED PROPOSAL TO PROCURE T-90 TANKS FROM
RUSSIA

The Cabinet Committee of Security has cleared the proposal for the procurement of 464 T-90
tanks from Russia.

DETAILS OF THE PROCUREMENT DEAL:

e The cost of the acquisition is expected to be worth over Rs 13,000 crores.

e The deal also includes a Make-in-India element for integration at the Heavy Vehicles
Factory in Avadi near Chennai.

e The acquisition will increase the new T-90 regiments by 10 more units.

e The new T-90 tanks would be equipped with thermal imaging night sights to allow
the tank commander to strike enemy locations during night battles.

e T-90 battle tanks are expected to be deployed on the borders with Pakistan.

ONE MUST KNOW:

e T-90 has emerged as the main battle tank of the Indian Army.

o It would be replacing the older variants of T-72 and T-55 tanks in the force.

e The acquisition is expected to tackle the problem of Indian Army's 4000- strong tank fleet
has been battling with night blindness in the past and these new tanks would help in doing
away with that.

EC DECIDES TO USE THE M3 EVMS IN THE LOK SABHA POLLS IN
NIZAMABAD

The Election Commission has decided against the using of Ballot papers in the Nizamabad
parliamentary constituency of Telangana.
e Toaccommodate a whopping 185 candidates in contention, the Election Commission has
decided to use the M3 EVMs in the Lok Sabha Polls.

DETAILS:

o The Election Commission has ordered Electronics Corporation of India Limited (ECIL) to
supply 26,820 EVMs, 2,240 control units and 2,600 Voter-Verified Paper Audit Trails
(VVPAT) of M3 make.

e In each of the polling station, there will be 12 M3 version EVMs.

e All the EVMs would be connected to a single control unit and a VVPAT.

e These EVMS will be arranged in 'L' shape with each machine carrying a maximum of
16 names.

e The Election Commission also had to tackle with the grappling problem of allocating
symbols for the 178 farmers who are contesting as independents, complained that they
were yet to be allotted the symbols.
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ABOUT M3 EVMS:

M3 EVMs are the third generation EVMs.

The M3 EVMs can keep data of 384 candidates.

M3 EVMS also has added features like Tamper Detection and Self Diagnostics.

The tamper detection feature makes an EVM inoperative the moment anyone tries to
open the machine.

The Self diagnostic feature checks the EVM fully every time it is switched on.

e Any change in its hardware or software will be detected.

'DOST EDUCATION' BAGS $25,000 NEXT BILLION EDTECH PRIZE
2019

India's education technology startup 'Dost Education' has bagged a $25,000 Next Billion
Edtech Prize 2019 along with two other winners from Tanzania and Egypt.
e Ubongo (Tanzania) and PraxiLabs (Egypt) were the other two winners.

ABOUT DOST EDUCATION:

e Dost Education was awarded for its ability to empower parents to take charge of their
child's early education by creating short, friendly audio content that is sent to them via their
mobile phones.

o The software, audio content, and tool kits of Dost Education makes it easy fun and addictive
for parents to boost their child's early development, so low-income families need no longer
send their children to primary school behind and without a chance to catch up.

ABOUT THE NEXT BILLION EDTECH PRIZE:

e Next Billion Edtech Prize is awarded by the UK-based Varkey Foundation.

o The award recognises the most innovative technology destined to have a radical impact on
education in low income and emerging world countries.

o The award also highlights technology's potential to tackle the problems that have proven
too difficult for successive generations of politicians to solve.

WORLD HOMEOPATHY DAY: 10 APRIL

April 10th is observed as the World Homeopathy Day.
o This is because Dr Samuel Hahnemann who discovered Homeopathy was born on
April 10th in 1796.
e World Homeopathy Day aims to create better awareness about homoeopathy, improve its
accessibility and to modernise the system of healing.

ABOUT HOMEOPATHY:
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o Homeopathy is an alternative system of medicine based on the principle of 'Like
cures like'.

o Homeopathy believes that a disease can be cured by a substance that can induce symptoms
similar to the ailment itself by using highly-diluted doses of natural ingredients.

e These diluted doses of natural ingredients are expected to trigger the body's healing system.

e Homeopathy is among the Indian Government's AYUSH for alternative medicine.

o Western medicine dismisses Homeopathy as a mere placebo whose two most
important principles are at loggerheads with the laws of physics.

e Butplenty of documented cases exist where people have been seemingly cured of their
health conditions with Homeopathy.

INDIA-SINGAPORE EXERCISE BOLD KURUKSHETRA- 2019

Bold Kurukshetra- 2019, Joint Military Exercise of India and Singapore was inaugurated at
Babina Cantonment of Jhansi.
o The joint exercise is aimed at developing military technology, enhance the maritime
security and bolster the nations' fight against terrorism.

INDIA-SINGAPORE DEFENCE COOPERATION:

e In November 2017, India and Singapore had entered into an official agreement to
strengthen defence ties between their respective armed forces.

o Asper the agreement, personnel from the Singapore Armed Forces will receive
training and undertake firing exercises along with the Indian Armed Forces.

e Both India and Singapore have also agreed to step up intelligence and information sharing
in maritime security, especially in the field of counter-terrorism, and agreed to expand
collaboration on submarine safety and rescue.

NAMAMI GANGE RECEIVES DISTINCTION AT GLOBAL WATER
SUMMIT

National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) or Namami Gange has received the distinction of
"Public Water Agency of the Year" by Global Water Intelligence at the Global Water Summit
in London.

DETAILS:

e The awards aim to recognise excellence across the international water industry and reward
those initiatives in the water, wastewater, and desalination sectors, which can bring
remarkable improvements in the lives of people.

e An integrated mission for Ganga rejuvenation, the Namami Gange programme
provides for a comprehensive multi-sector intervention with multi-stakeholder
involvement and adopts a basin-based approach.
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ABOUT THE GLOBAL WATER SUMMIT:

e Global Water Summit is the annual business conference for the water industry
worldwide.

e The summit attracts high-level executives from industry, municipalities and international
water companies and provides the opportunity to connect with hard-to-reach industry
insiders that will not attend any other water event.

e The summit provides a platform for connecting the public and private sector and for
accelerating change and innovation within the sector, 